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Public Notice for 401 Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge  
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
Sonoma County Department of Transportation And Public Works 

Alexander Valley Road Culvert Project 
WDID No.: 1B04118WNSO 

Sonoma County 
 

On August 16, 2004, The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from the Sonoma County Department of Transportation And 
Public Works (Sonoma County DOT), requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the reconfiguration of the inlet of the existing 
culverts on an unnamed tributary to Lytton Creek on Alexander Valley Road near Jimtown, 
Sonoma County.  The proposed project will cause disturbances to the waters of the state 
associated with the Geyserville Hydrologic Subunit No. 114.25, Russian River Hydrologic Unit 
No. 114.00. 
 
The proposed project is located on Alexander Valley Road PM 11.01, just east of Haggard Road. 
The purpose of the project is to complete emergency work undertaken by Sonoma County in 
2003 to minimize localized flooding of the roadway and nearby residential property. 
 
The project proposes to extend the inlet sides of the culvert upstream by about six feet, which 
will require the placement of concrete forms in the channel.  Additionally, a concrete beam 
approximately 1-ft wide by 3-ft high by 20-ft long will be added to block the easterly inlet from 
the low-flow channel.  The easterly bank will also be excavated to taper toward the easterly inlet 
to allow for improved flow conditions in that area, and approximately 40 lineal feet of rock slope 
protection would be placed along the graded bank and between the extended culverts.  Project 
construction will require the discharge of approximately 60 cubic yards of rock and concrete fill 
material below the ordinary high water plane, causing permanent alteration to 0.01 acres of creek 
bed.  When complete, all remaining disturbed areas of the creek bed and banks will be restored 
to the appropriate contour elevation and condition that existed before construction took place.  
 
The project affects 0.021 acres of jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. Delineation has been declared 
by the Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department (PRMD) and has been 
confirmed by the Army Corps of Engineers.  Potential environmental impacts include Lytton 
Creek, downstream of the project site, which supports a small run of steelhead trout (Federal 
Threatened).  The unnamed tributary on which the project is located goes dry in the late spring or 
early summer and supports no steelhead or other fish population.  
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Sonoma County DOT is requesting that the water quality certification and/or waste discharge 
requirements be issued so that construction may begin sometime between May 15th and October 
30th.  The proposed project would likely require one month to build. In the event that it becomes 
necessary for construction to occur during the rainy season, the project will be subject to 
additional conditions to ensure winterization techniques are implemented, and to safeguard water 
quality.  
 
Compensatory mitigation in not required for this project.  Non-compensatory mitigation 
measures include the use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for sediment and erosion 
control.  Additionally, during construction all work in the channel will be conducted while the 
channel is dry and erosion control materials will be kept on-site and deployed immediately if 
rainfall begins during working hours or at the end of the day if there is at least a 50 percent 
chance of rain.  No heavy equipment will be allowed to enter within the banks of the channel, 
and no fuel or oil will be stored in the project area. 
 
Sonoma County DOT has applied for a Nationwide Permit from the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers. 
 
Regional Water Board staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  In 
addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins 
on the first date of issuance of this notice.  If you have any questions or comments please contact 
staff member Kevin Oertel at (707) 576-6716 or at KOertel@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days 
of the posting of this notice.  
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