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ITEM: 7 
 
SUBJECT: Shasta River TMDL Action Plan and Waiver Update 
 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
 

Purpose 
 

The purpose of the workshop is to inform the Regional Water Board and the public 
about progress made in implementing the Shasta River TMDL.  The progress report will 
be used for evaluation of the Shasta River TMDL conditional waiver which expires 
January 26, 2012. 
 
 

Background 
 

The Shasta River TMDL Action Plan became law on January 26, 2007.  The TMDL 
contains an Action Plan that requires landowners to take specific actions to reduce 
pollutant loads and ultimately achieve water quality standards.  The Shasta River is 
listed on the Federal Clean Water Act 303(d) list as impaired due to elevated stream 
temperatures and reduced dissolved oxygen levels.  The Action Plan requires 
landowners to implement measures that will protect streams and enhance riparian 
vegetation to reduce stream temperatures, and to reduce discharges of sediment, 
nutrients, and other oxygen-consuming materials in order to increase dissolved oxygen 
levels.  The TMDL also encourages landowners to work together to improve water 
conservation and water management efforts in order to increase dedicated cold water in 
the Shasta River. 
 
The Shasta River TMDL contains a waiver of waste discharge requirements for 
discharges related to specific land management activities in the Shasta River 
Watershed.  The conditional waiver expires on January 26, 2012.  The workshop will 
provide information on the effectiveness of the conditional waiver so the Regional Water 
Board can decide whether to renew or modify the existing waiver program at a future 
date. 



Item 7 -2- 
 
 
 
 
At the request of stakeholders in the Shasta watershed, many TMDL implementation 
efforts were intended to be locally led by the Shasta Valley Resource Conservation 
District.   
 
For more information on the Shasta TMDL, including the action plan, visit our web site 
at: 
 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/tmdls/shasta river/  
 
 

Workshop 
 

Regional Water Board staff will provide an overview of the Shasta River TMDL and 
report on the progress made toward implementation.  The Shasta Valley Resource 
Conservation District will provide a five year TMDL progress report.  The Nature 
Conservancy will report on extensive restoration efforts on their lands in the watershed.  
See Attachment 1 for the status of current implementation. 
 
 
PRELIMINARY STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION: This is an informational item. 
 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/tmdls/shasta%20river/

