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ITEM:  9 

SUBJECT: Santa Rosa Subregional Water Reclamation System, Sonoma County, 
Resolution Approving the Santa Rosa Nutrient Offset Program, WDID No. 
1B83099OSON (NPDES Permit No. CA0022764) 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
The City of Santa Rosa (hereinafter Discharger) currently discharges municipal 
wastewater under Waste Discharge Requirements Order No R1-2006-0045 and 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. CA0022764 
adopted on September 20, 2006.  Order No. R1-2006-0045 established final effluent 
limitations for biostimulatory substances that require the Discharger to meet final 
effluent limitations for nitrogen and phosphorous that will be determined by an 
anticipated nutrient TMDL for the Laguna de Santa Rosa.  Alternatively, if a waste load 
allocation for nitrogen and phosphorous has not been established for the Discharger 
through the TMDL process before the permit is renewed, the final effluent limitation for 
nitrogen and phosphorous will be zero, or no net loading. 
 
As described in the Order, a “no net loading” effluent limitation may be met by: 1) 
reducing the effluent concentration below detectable levels through source control 
and/or treatment; 2) reducing loads through recycling/reclamation; and/or 3) reducing 
loads elsewhere in the watershed by an amount at least equal to the amount discharged 
(and of equivalent bioavailability) through an approved offset program.  The proposed 
Resolution will authorize a program to be implemented by the Discharger to comply with 
a final effluent limitation of no net loading. 
 
Although the primary goal of the Nutrient Offset Program is to provide a mechanism for the 
Discharger to comply with final effluent limitations for biostimulants, the Program also provides 
the Discharger the opportunity to propose projects that would address secondary impacts of 
excess nutrient loading, such as low dissolved oxygen, altered pH regime, and habitat 
alteration; projects that may be overlooked by focusing on conventional strategies for waste 
load reduction. 
 
A copy of the draft Resolution and the Santa Rosa Nutrient Offset Program was mailed to 
interested agencies and persons and a public comment period was noticed in the local 
newspaper as well as on the Regional Water Board website.  Comments were received from 
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Northern California River Watch, Coast Action Group, and the City of Santa Rosa.  After 
consideration of these comments, Regional Water Board staff made changes to the draft 
Resolution.  A copy of comments received and staff responses are attached to the agenda 
package.  
 
 
PRELIMINARY STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution No. R1-2008-0061 as proposed. 
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