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Item: 11 
   
Subject: Presentation of Resolution R1-2011-0069, a Policy Statement for 

Implementation of the Water Quality Objective for Temperature in the 
North Coast Region 

 
 

Background 
 

The purpose of this informational item is for the staff of the North Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) to present a draft of Resolution No. R1-
2011-0069, which is titled the Policy Statement for Implementation of the Water Quality 
Objective for Temperature in the North Coast Region.   
 
Approximately sixty-one percent of the area of the North Coast Region is listed as 
temperature impaired, per Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act, because the water 
quality of those rivers and streams does not meet the temperature water quality 
objectives, or protect certain beneficial uses.  Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act 
also requires states to address impaired waters by developing a TMDL or implementing 
another program that will result in the attainment of water quality standards.   
 
The documented impairment by temperature of the majority of the watersheds in the 
North Coast Region points to the need for a region-wide approach for addressing 
temperature issues.  Staff of the Regional Water Board is proposing such a policy to 
implement the water quality objective for temperature throughout the North Coast 
Region.  The goals of the proposed Policy are to control elevated water temperature in 
water bodies so that water quality objectives are attained and beneficial uses are no 
longer adversely affected by elevated temperatures.   
 
The proposed Policy Statement for Implementation of the Water Quality Objective for 
Temperature in the North Coast Region takes the form of a Resolution from the 
Regional Water Board.  Through the Resolution, the Regional Water Board will also 
give direction to the Executive Officer to develop:  

 A document that provides guidance to the public and Regional Water Board staff 
on temperature-related issues that must be considered when designing or 
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reviewing a project proposal, as well as available tools for evaluating temperature 
impacts.  The guidance will inform the development of appropriate practices and 
conditions for the prevention and control of elevated water temperatures in future 
permits. 

 A monitoring plan and associated guidance. 

 A Basin Plan amendment to incorporate the policy into the Basin Plan. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: This is an informational item only. 
 


