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Item: 5 
 
Subject: Public Hearing on Order No. R1-2011-0046, to consider adoption of Waste 

Discharge Requirements for Redway Community Services District Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, NPDES No. CA0022781, WDID No. 1B83147OHUM, 
Humboldt County 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
The Redway Community Services District (hereinafter Discharger) is currently 
discharging pursuant to Order No. R1-2006-0022 and National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. CA0022781.  The Discharger submitted a 
Report of Waste Discharge, dated November 15, 2010, and applied for an NPDES 
permit renewal to discharge treated wastewater from the Redway Wastewater 
Treatment Facility (WWTF). 
 
The Discharger owns and operates a municipal WWTF and associated wastewater 
collection and disposal facilities that serve a population of 1,250 within the Community 
of Redway.  The existing treatment system includes a septage receiving station, a 
300,000-gallon oxidation ditch, secondary clarifier, chlorine disinfection and 
dechlorination facilities.  The Facility is designed to treat an average dry weather flow of 
0.186 mgd with daily peak flows up to 0.580 mgd.   
 
From May 15 through September 30, treated wastewater is discharged at Discharge 
Point 002 to percolation ponds located in an upland area away from the river channel 
and floodplain.  The percolation ponds are located on property adjacent to the WWTF 
across a narrow but deep ravine.  A suspended transmission line conveys the treated 
effluent across the ravine to the percolation ponds.  Although the percolation ponds 
appear to perform sufficiently to accept wintertime flows, the flow capacity of the 
transmission line effectively limits the amount of effluent that can be disposed in this 
manner.  Consequently, on the rare occasion when effluent flows exceed the 
transmission line capacity of 0.350 mgd, treated effluent is diverted to Discharge Point 
001 where it is discharged to the South Fork Eel River.   
 
An analysis conducted using monitoring data collected during the term of the current Order 
demonstrated reasonable potential for discharges from the WWTF to exceed surface water 
criteria for carbon tetrachloride, as well as two chlorine disinfection byproducts, 
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chlorodibromomethane and dichlorobromomethane. Therefore, proposed Order No. R1-2011-
0046 incorporates new effluent limitations for carbon tetrachloride, chlorodibromomethane, and 
dichlorobromomethane when discharging to the South Fork Eel River. All other requirements 
for discharges to the percolation ponds and the South Fork Eel River are retained from the 
previous permit.  Proposed Order No. R1-2011-0046 requires monthly monitoring for nutrients 
and constituents with reasonable potential at Discharge Point 001 when treated effluent is 
discharged to the South Fork Eel River.  In addition, proposed Order No. R1-2011-0046 
requires routine septage receiving station monitoring for the first time. 
 
A copy of the draft permit and/or information to access the draft on the Regional Water Board 
website was mailed to the Discharger, interested agencies, and persons.  This item was 
opened for public comment from April 28, 2011 to May 25, 2011.  No comments were 
received.  
 
 
PRELIMINARY STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Order R1-2011-0046 as proposed. 
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