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ITEM:   10 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Introduction of the New Coastal Ecosystems Institute of Northern 

California 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
There has been a growing desire in the community to create a scientific organization 
that would focus on issues related to the north coast of California.  Recently and group 
has come together to form the Coastal Ecosystems Institute of Northern California.  
They will introduce themselves at the board meeting and outline their plans for the 
future and opportunities for collaboration with us.  Below is their statement of purpose. 
 
The mission of the Coastal Ecosystems Institute of Northern California (CEINC) is to 
develop, integrate and disseminate scientific information about coastal ecosystems, and 
to advance communication, collaboration, and activities that enhance ecosystem health 
(i.e. ecosystem-based management).  Our niche as a nonprofit group is distinct in that 
the only thing we are strong advocates for is quality science, particularly where it helps 
us to understand and better manage the land to sea connection.  We evolved from and 
are still a part of the group of people (Humboldt Bay Initiative) who have been focusing 
for the last several years on the health of the Humboldt Bay ecosystem.  However, we 
are happy to work with people who have projects from other parts of the northern 
California coast.  Functionally, CEINC is a mechanism that we hope will make it easier 
for project leaders to obtain money for working on the land to see connection.  To that 
end, we are empowering prospective project leaders with the following advantages: they 
can legitimately claim that they will be working with and even have their research ideas 
initiated by an established team of people made up of those interested in coastal 
science and management; financially, CEINC may act as the financial receiver or a 
subcontractor (depending upon the size and complexity of a grant) and will always try to 
pass through the highest percentage of money possible for the project work itself; we 
are developing the opportunity for a project leader to have his/her proposal reviewed 
and potentially endorsed by a panel of team members.  
 
Those interested in further information about CEINC can contact Dr. Frank 
Shaughnessy (fjs3@humboldt.edu) or Ms Sharon Kramer 
(skramer@harveyecology.com).” 
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