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Item: 7 
 
Subject: Public Hearing on Order No. R1-2011-0040 to consider Rescinding Point 

Source Permit Requirements Pursuant to National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. CA0024171 contained within 
Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. R1-2002-0031 and Monitoring 
and Reporting Program No. R1-2002-0031 for Harwood Products, Inc., 
Branscomb Sawmil, WDID NO. 1B83056OMEN Mendocino County 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Arthur H. Harwood, Morris J. Harwood, Calvin Harwood, Jackson Valley Industries, 
LLC, and Harwood Products Inc. (hereinafter the Dischargers) own an active wood 
waste disposal site and an inactive sawmill located at 14210 Branscomb Road, 
Branscomb, in Mendocino County.  Waste discharges from the Branscomb Sawmill are 
currently regulated under Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. R1-2002-0031 (the 
Permit), which also serves as a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit.  Order No. R1-2002-0031 (NPDES Permit No. CA0024171) expired on 
May 16, 2007. 
 
The permitted discharges of waste from the Branscomb Sawmill include land 
discharges from the sawmill and wood waste disposal site and discharges to surface 
water from log deck sprinkling and storm water from activities related to industrial 
activities.  Consistent with past permitting practices, the permitted discharges were 
regulated under waste discharge requirements that combined provisions and 
requirements that implement State law only (discharges from the sawmill and the wood 
waste disposal site) with provisions and requirements that implement Federal and State 
law, which apply to NPDES permits only (surface water discharges). 

 

Rescission Order No. R1-2011-0040 proposes to terminate the provisions and 
requirements in the Permit that apply only to NPDES discharges by amending the 
Permit as shown in Enclosures A and B because the Branscomb sawmill has not been 
in operation since 2008 and activities that would generate discharges from log deck 
sprinkling have ceased.  For continuing discharges of storm water from the site, Order 
No. R1-2011-0040 requires the Dischargers to apply to the State Water Resources 
Control Board for coverage under the General NPDES Permit for Storm Water 
Discharges from Industrial Activities by June 6, 2011.  Provisions and requirements in 
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the Permit pertaining to land discharges from the sawmill and the wood waste disposal 
site will remain in force and effect until rescinded or until a new WDR is issued.  This 
Order also updates the named parties on the Permit to reflect the change in ownership 
to the Harwoods and Jackson Valley Industries, LLC. 
 
A copy of the draft Order and/or information to access the draft on the Regional Water 
Board website was mailed to the Dischargers and interested agencies.  This item was 
opened for public comment from March 1, 2011 through March 30, 2011.  No comments 
were submitted on the draft Order.   
 
 
 
PRELIMINARY STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Order No. R1-2011-0040 as proposed. 
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