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Memorandum

Date: March 14,2011

To: Ms. Rachel Prat

Environmental Scientist

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

From: NEIL MANJI

Regional Manager
California Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street

Redding, CA 96001

Subject: Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for the Land Application
of EQ Classified Biosolids Derived Compost Material as a Soil Amendment

On February 22, 2011, the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) received from the
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board an Initial Study and Proposed
Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND, State Clearinghouse #2011022062) for the
Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for the Land Application of
Exceptional Quality (EQ) Classified Biosolids Derived Compost Material as a Soil
Amendment (Project) located on various parcels near the City of Fortuna, Humboldt
County, California. DFG understands the noticing of this Project was re-issued and
you will accept comments through March 21, 2011.

As a trustee for the State's fish and wildlife resources, DFG has jurisdiction over the
conservation, protection, and management offish, wildlife, native plants and their
habitat. As a responsible agency, DFG administers the California Endangered
Species Act and other provisions of the Fish and Game Code that conserve the
State's fish and wildlife public trust resources. DFG offers the following comments
and recommendations on this Project in our role as a trustee and responsible agency
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), California Public
Resource Code §21000 et seq.

Project Description

The purpose of the Project is the application of biosolids derived from compost
materials as a soil amendment for agricultural lands as described in the City of
Fortuna Waste Water Treatment FacilityAugust 2010 Biosolids Management Plan.
The IS/MND identifies 12 potential agricultural application sites located outside the
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City of Fortuna boundary within Humboldt County. Zoning of the application sites are
Agriculture Exclusive, Timber Production, Heavy Industrial and Airport. The Biological
Resources section of the IS/MND contains several protective measures, including
buffering surface waters, agricultural drainage ways, and riparian habitats. Section
IV(c), Biological Resources, requires a wetland delineation be completed prior to
Project related application(s) to ensure avoidance and compliance with the waiver are
being met.

Rare Plants

Rare plant and plant community occurrences are preserved and tracked by DFG's
California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB). Species and communities that
warrant reporting to the CNDDB include Species of Special Concern, rare species as
defined by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS), sensitive natural communities,
species proposed for listing or candidate species, and species listed as threatened or
endangered pursuant to either the California or federal endangered species acts.

The Project identifies 12 application parcels, several of which have potential to
contain suitable habitat for rare plants. The IS/MND does not contain an analysis of
potential sensitive plants and plant communities that could be impacted by the
Project. Using resources such as CNDDB and other databases, Project proponents
must identify sensitive plant species and communities with habitat present within the
Project area, identify if Project activities will impact occurrences, and if so, mitigate
potential impacts to a less than significant level.

As identified in an appropriate botanical scoping, several parcels have potential to
contain sensitive plant species and communities. In particular, the Rohnerville Airport
is located on a fluvial terrace with historical occurrences of Siskiyou checkerbloom
(Sidalcea malviflora ssp. patula) in close proximity (Figure 1). Siskiyou checkerbloom
is identified as a List 1B.2 plant (1B = rare, threatened, or endangered in California
and elsewhere; .2 = fairly endangered in California) by CNPS. Siskiyou checkerbloom
is also considered imperiled with a Heritage Rank of S2 in California. As such,
Siskiyou checkerbloom meets the criteria set forth in §15380(b) of the CEQA
Guidelines. Therefore, any potential impacts to this species must be reduced to a
less than significant level.

The IS/MND does not identify whether rare plant surveys have been completed or will
be conducted in advance of the Project. Based on the proposed activity, rarity status,
and long-term conservation concern associated with Siskiyou checkerbloom, rare
plant surveys are warranted in advance of the Project. We recommend that field
surveys be conducted by a qualified botanist/biologist in accordance with DFG's
Guidelines forAssessing the Effects of Proposed Projects on Rare, Threatened, and
Endangered Plants and Natural Communities (http://www.dfq.ca.gov/habcon/plant/).
Ifany special status plant species is identified within the Project impact area,
mitigation measures, such as no-distrubance buffers or other plant protection
measures, should be developed in consultation with DFG Eureka Field Office staff.



Ms. Rachel Prat

March 14,2011
Page Three

Recommendations

1. Complete field surveys of Project-related application parcels based on DFG's
Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant
Populations and Natural Communities.

2. Provide results of rare plant surveys to DFG for review and concurrence and
develop no-disturbance buffers in consultation with DFG (if rare plants are
detected).

ec: Mr. David Imper
US Fish and Wildlife Service

David lmper@fws.gov

Ms. Melissa Kraemer

California Coastal Commission

mkraemer@coastal.ca.gov

Messrs. Curt Babcock, Tony LaBanca, Gordon Leppig and Michael van Hattem
Mss. Laurie Hamsberger and Gayle Garman
Department of Fish and Game
cbabcock@dfg.ca.gov, tlabanca@dfg.ca.gov, gleppig@dfg.ca.gov,
ggarman@dfg.ca.gov, mvanhattem@dfg.ca.gov, lharnsberger@dfg.ca.gov
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Figure 1. March 7, 2011, query of the California Natural Diversity Data Base showing the mapped
occurrences of Siskiyou checkerbloom {Sidalcea malviflora ssp. patula) in relation to the Rohnerville
Airport. Application parcels for the Project occur within the rare plant occurrence.


