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Item: 5 
 
Subject: Public Hearing on Order No. R1-2012-0004 to consider adoption of Waste 

Discharge Requirements for the Clean Closure of Humboldt Redwood 
Company, LLC (formerly Pacific Lumber Company), Hely Creek Class III 
Solid Waste Disposal Site, WDID No. 1B79174OHUM 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Humboldt Redwood Company, LLC, filed an application for revision of Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDRs).  Staff of the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Regional Water Board) has prepared a tentative permit for this discharger containing 
limitations and provisions in accordance with Title 27 California Code of Regulations 
and the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. 
 
Humboldt Redwood Company, LLC currently owns the 26 acre Hely Creek Solid Waste 
Disposal Site (Site) which is located five miles east of Carlotta just north of Highway 36.  
The waste disposal unit covers approximately 3 acres of this Site and contains 
approximately 80,000 cubic yards of non-hazardous wood waste and debris associated 
with log deck clean-up from mill operations in Carlotta.  Louisiana Pacific Corporation 
was the original owner and operator of the site and the first WDRs Order No. 79-174 
was issued on September 27, 1979 designating the site as a Class II-2 (now known as 
a Class III) solid waste disposal site suitable to accept wood waste under the 
Subchapter 15 regulations prevailing at that time.  In 1984 Pacific Lumber Company 
purchased the property and operated the waste disposal unit until 1994.  On February 
27, 1997, Pacific Lumber Company was issued WDRs Order No. 97-5 for the off-site 
clean closure of the Site.  On Sept 11, 2008, WDRs Order No. R1-2008-0100 changed 
the Site ownership to Humboldt Redwood Company, LLC. 
 
In 2002 Pacific Lumber Company obtained pilot samples of the waste in preparation for 
off-site clean closure and determined that the material had insufficient wood waste for 
off-site use as fuel or compost feedstock.  Subsequent pilot studies showed that the 
material was suitable soil amendment.  Closure plans were resubmitted proposing 
reuse of the waste as on-site soil amendment after sorting and removing any 
uncharacteristic wastes.  Soil amendment created from sorting of the waste in the 
disposal unit will be spread over the Site and a nearby rock quarry and then planted 
with trees to return these areas to timber production. 



Item: No. 5 -2- 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
On the basis of preliminary staff review and application of lawful standards and 
regulations, the Regional Water Board proposes to adopt Waste Discharge 
Requirements Order No. R1-2012-0004 for the Hely Creek Solid Waste Disposal Site.  
Order No. R1-2012-0004 will require clean closure of the current waste management 
unit with reuse of the soil amendment component of the waste at the Site and portions 
of a nearby rock quarry to return these areas to timber production.   
 
The draft permit and/or information to access the draft Orders on the Regional Water 
Board website was originally mailed to the Discharger, interested agencies, and 
persons and the draft permit was open for public comment between November 12 and 
December 27, 2010.  The public comment period was extended to December 8, 2011 
due to comments that have been received and modifications to the final closure plan.  A 
comment letter from the Discharger during the first comment period and an email from 
the Discharger during the later comment period were the only public comments received 
on the proposed Order.  The proposed Order was modified in response to some of the 
comments received and changes made in the final closure plan; including Attachments 
A and B.  The schedule for closure was also modified as a result of the delays.     
 
This permit package includes a Response to Comments letter (Attachment 1) and 
Response to Comments email (Attachment 2) that summarizes staff’s responses to 
comments received and a summary of changes that staff identified.   
 
 
PRELIMINARY STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Order No. R1-2012-0004 as proposed. 
 


