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Item:  3 
 
Subject: Public Hearing on Order No. R1-2010-0002 to consider proposed Waste 

Discharge Requirements in the matter of Sea Ranch Lodge Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, WDID No. 1B06006RSON 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
The Sea Ranch Inn, LLC (hereinafter Discharger) submitted a Report of Waste 
Discharge (ROWD) for the Sea Ranch Lodge on January 23, 2006 and an updated 
ROWD on August 22, 2008.  The ROWD was deemed complete on October 27, 2008. 
 
The Sea Ranch Lodge (hereinafter Facility) is located at the south end of the community 
of Sea Ranch on the Sonoma Coast.  The Discharger operates a restaurant, bar, retail 
store, and a 20-room hostelry at the Facility.  Commercial activities at the Facility 
currently generate an average daily wastewater flow of approximately 2,572 gallons per 
day (gpd).  A peak wastewater flow of approximately 6,500 gpd occurs during the 
summer.  Wastewater from the restaurant, bar, and store is currently discharged to a 
10,000-gallon grease separator/septic tank and then to a pressure-dosed leachfield 
approximately 200 feet east of a bluff overlooking the Pacific Ocean.  Wastewater from 
the hostelry is discharged to 3,000-gallon septic tank and then to a 1,000 square foot 
leachfield located approximately 400 feet east of the bluff. 
 
The Discharger is proposing to redevelop the Sea Ranch Lodge and expand the 
hostelry.  According to the ROWD, the Discharger will replace the 20 existing guest 
rooms with 60 new guest rooms situated in clusters of small units on the property and 
expand the main building to include a restaurant, kitchen, bar, meeting spaces, and spa 
and pool facilities.  The existing post office building will be expanded to include the 
community Post Office, a gift shop and other retail operations, staff offices with an 
employee lounge and lockers, and a small central laundry facility. The Facility 
expansion is expected to increase average wastewater production to 9,594 gpd, with a 
peak daily wastewater flow of 15,990 gpd.  The increased wastewater production will 
require an upgrade and expansion of the existing wastewater collection, treatment and 
disposal facilities.  This Order authorizes the discharges from the upgraded facilities 
described in the ROWD. 
 
The wastewater treatment facility will consist of a two-stage trickling filter package plant 
for initial aerobic treatment of wastewater from the guest units, restaurant, laundry, and 
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meeting rooms, spa and pool facilities, fitness room, and post office building.  Trickling 
filter effluent is clarified, filtered through a 120 micron filter, disinfected using ultraviolet 
light, and discharged to a lined, vegetated treatment system (FloraFilter) that employs 
submerged and emergent plants to further treat the clarified effluent.  Effluent from the 
FloraFilter is routed to a recirculation tank where it is recycled through the trickling filter.  
A portion of the contents of the recirculation tank is discharged to the effluent disposal 
system.  Treated wastewater is conveyed to a pressure distributed leachfield system for 
use during the wet season (November to March) and a subsurface drip irrigation system 
for use during the remainder of the year. 
 
A copy of the draft permit and/or information to access the draft on the Regional Water 
Board website was mailed to the Discharger and interested agencies.  This item was 
opened for public comment between November 19, 2009 and December 21, 2009.  No 
public comments were received except from the Discharger via email on December 21, 
2009, requesting two minor changes to the draft Order.  The proposed Order has been 
modified in response to the Discharger’s comments.  The Discharger’s comments are 
included as an attachment to this Staff Report. 
 
PRELIMINARY STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Order No. R1-2010-0002 as proposed. 
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