
Benjamin D. Kor
June 16. 19&1

California Regiooal Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

RFSJWI'ION NO. 86-121

AMENDING 'lEE WATER ~ALITY CONTROL PLAN
F<E 'lEE ME'IH (DASTAL BASIN (lB)

WI'lli RESF'Ecr' 10 '!HE roINT SOURCE MEASURES,
WASTE DISCHARGE PRUliBITIONS FOR '!HE RUSSIAN RIVER,

'lEE ACITON PlAN FOR SANTA ROSA AREA, AND
ADDITICfi OF AN IN'IERlM ACITON PLAN

HE '!HE RUSSIAN RIVER

WHEREAS, The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board adopted the \Ta:ter Quality
Control Plan for the North Coastal Basin (lB) on March 20, 1975, and atIEI1ded the
plan periodically thereafter; the plans and .amendments have been approved by the
State Water Resources Control Board and the Environmental Protection Agency; and

WHEREAS, .The Water Quality Control Plan for the North Coastal Basin (hereinafter Basin
Plan) contains an Action Plan for the Santa Rosa area and waste discharge
prohibitions for point source measures; and

WHEREAS, The Regional Board identified the need to develop a long-range Action Plan for
the Russian River during the 1985 triennial review of the Basin Plans; and

WHEREAS, The City of Santa Rosa has declared that its goal is to eliminate its discharge
of wastewater to the Russian River; and

WHEREAS, The City of Santa Rosa is currently developing a long-range plan for the
treatment and disposal of s:erwage; and

WHEREAS, Upon the completion of the long-range plan, the Regional Board will revise the
Action Plan for the Santa Rosa area; and

WHEREAS, Because of the weather dependent nature of the Santa Rosa Regional Systan, it is
necessary to develop and implement an Interim Action Plan for use until the
long-range plan is completed and implemented; and

WHEREAS, On December 5, 1985, the City of Santa Rosa requested the Regicmal Board to
consider the approval of an Advanced Wastewater Treatment Contingeoc:y Plan and
to modify the North Coastal Basin Water Quality Control Plan to allow
implementation of the City's Contingency Plan on an interim basis; and

WHEREAS, The State Department of Health Services' Uniform Guidelines for Sewage
Disinfection reconmend that there should be no direct discharge of sewage
effluent to streams used for domestic water supply; and

WHEREAS, The said Uniform Guide] iDes for Sewage Disinfection allow exception to this
standard where no other method of· disposal is physically and econOOIically
possible; and

WHEREAS, The addition of inflow due to new connections to the Santa Rosa Regional System
should be fully offset by additional irrigation and/or storage capacity; and
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WHEREAS, a Memorandum of Understanding between the Departmeilt of Fish and Game and the
City of Santa Rosa which addresses the California Department of Fish and Game's
concerns regarding the implementation of an Interim Action Plan has been
finalized and signed; and

WHEREAS, The Regional Board agreed to consider approyal of the City of Santa Rosa's
Contingency Plan at a public hearing to be conducted a:J. January 30, 1986; and

WHEREAS, The text of the proposed amendments, a technical report sunmarizing the basis
for the anendments, and environmental documentation functionally equivalent to
the California Environmental Quality Act requiIarents' were transmitted to
interested :individuals and public agencies for review and camnent; and

WHEREAS, The Regicma1 Board held public hearings on January 30, and M:ly 7, 1986, and
carefully considered all testimony and comments received on this matter. The
Board considered this natter again on June 27, 1986, at which time additional
written testimony was received and reviewed. The Board has determined that the
proposed amendments will not have a significant adverse effect on the
envirornrent.

'IHEREFORE, BE IT Jm30LVED that the Water Quality Control Plan and Abstract for the North
Coastal Basin (lB) be amended to modify the following ~ouage under Section 3, Point
Source Measures:

Revise Waste Di scbarge Prohibitions, Provision "C", to delete reference to the Russian
River (added language is underlined, deleted language is shown lri"ith strikeover):

''Waste Di.scharge Prohibitions

Section 13243 of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act authorizes the
Regional Board - in a water quality control plan or in waste discharge
requiranents - to specify certain conditions or areas where the discharge of.
waste, or certain types of waste, will not be permitted".

Under this authority and in order to achieve water quality objectives, protect
present and future beneficial water uses, protect public health, and prevent
nuisance, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast
Region, declares that waste discharges, except as stipulated by the Thermal
Plan, are prohibited in the following locations within the North Coastal Basin:

c. The ~ and Eel Mi~ Rivers during the period May 15 through
Septanber 30 and' all other periods when the receiving stream's flow is less
than 100 times greater than the waste flow."

Delete Action Plan for the Santa Rosa area (deleted language is shown with
strikeover) :

Mlifiri'MJi/Iiii/vh{/MItt'licI.JIlri"

Uiri~/ / tiiitUebt//6f/iJIJIlrlr/di1pE/J1£.Mil'M:lIiJJr£ir/tIdRMI./i-Ific/I:iJ.ti/tlrl
#6iiiefili>Y/irftt/
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Add an interim Action PL:m for the Russian River as follows (added language is
underlined) :

Interim Action Plan (1986 - 1990) for the Russian River Basin:

On or before July 1, 1990, the Regional Board will formally review this interim
action plan and may revoke authority to discharge under the provisions of the
plan or may extend the interim compliance date providing the City of Santa Rosa
demonstrates to the Board reasooable progress on the City's stated goal to
eliminate direct disposal of treated wste in the Russian River.

1. 'There shall be no discharge of 1ilBSte to the Russian River during the period
of May 15 through September ?l> each year.

2. There shall be no discharge of waste to the Russian River from the laguna. .
Regional Sewage Treatment Facility during the period of October 1 to toby 14
each year except as follows:

a. To the extent possible, only advanced treated wastewater* shall be
dischar ed. However di.schar es of secon treated wastewater*"
meeting a median total coliform level of· 23 MIN 100 m1 from the laguna
Regional Sewage Treatment and Disposal Facilities maybe discharged at
rates not exceeding one percent of the flow of the Russian River. In
any year, there shall be DO discharge of secondary treated wastewater to
the Russian River when the flow of the River as measured at Guerneville
(USGS Gage No. 11-4670.(0) is less than 1,(0) ds. In instances Wen
secondary treated wastewater is discharged, the discharger shall su1:mIit
a report documenting the reasons for such discharges. In no case when
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secondary treated wastewater is discharged in combination with advanced
treated wastewater shall the total discharge exceed one percent of the
flow of the Russian River.

b. DiSchar es of seconder treated wastewater IDee a median total
coliform level of 23 Mffi 100 m1 from other dischargers to the Russian
River or its tributaries shall not exceed one percent of the flow of
receiving waters.

c. Discharge of advanced treated wastewater from the Laguna Regional
Treatment and Disposal Facilities to the Russian River lIBy be permitted
when all the following conditions are met;

1) Such discharge shall meet a median total coliform level of 2.2
MPN!lOJ mlj

2) In any year, discharge shall not commence \mtil after the flow of
the Russian River initiallY reaches I,(XX) ds as measured at
Guernet""'..JJ.e (USGS Gage No. 11-4670.00) or \mtil authorized by the
Regional Board or its Executive Officer. Such authorization shall
be based on evidence that justifies the necessity for the discharge
and that shows that all beneficial uses of the Russian River and
tributaries will continue to be protected. The discharger shall
docUIIEIIt that s stem inflow' has not exceeded the 1985 dr weather
average plus incremental inflows not exceeding any irrigation and or
storage capacity added since 1985. Under wintertime (October 1 
May 14) drought conditions when the flow of the' Russian River is
less than 1,000 ds, the Regional Board or its Executive Officer may
suspend authorization to discharge waste, if necessary, to protect
the benEficia1 uses of the Russian River or its tributaries.

3) Such discharge shall be limited to one percent of the flow of the
Russian River except \mder the following conditiom;:

a) Disrharges exceeding one percent of the flow of the Russian
River:- shall be made in accordance with operating procedures to
be incorporated into the NPDES permit for the Laguna Regional
~ter Treatment Facilities. These operating procedures
shaTI. be designed to minimize the number of occasions of
discharge above one percent, to minimize the rate of discharge
to the lowest percentage practicable, and to minimize the total
volmne of effluent discharged.

b) In such instances, the discharger shall provide a report to the
Exe::::u:uve Officer documenting the reasons for increased waste
discharges. The report shall include the dates, rates, and
vo1Jl1!E"S of 'Waste discharges and the circumstaoces necessitating
socb discharges and documentation that all beneficial uses of
the Russian River and tributaries will be protected and that

inflow has not exceeded the 1985 dr ~ther avera e Ius
i.nu:e:Ie1ltal inflow not exceeding any irrigation and or storage
'??F'ri ty added since 1985.
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*

4) In no case shall any discharge of advanced treated wastewater exceed
five percent of the flow of the Russian River.

Advanced treated wastewater and secondary treated wastewater shall be defined in
effluent limitations contained in the NPDES permit for the City of Santa Rosa College
Avenue and laguna Regional Wastewater Treatment Plants.

CerM fi cation

I, Benjamin D. Kor, Executive Officer, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and
correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the
California Regional Water Quality Control Board,
North Coast Region, on Jtme 27, 1986.

Benjamin D. leor
Executive Officer


