
 
 
 
 
 

Response to Comments – September 30, 2011 
 

Basin Plan Amendment - Pesticide Prohibition & Exemption Criteria 
 

(Comment deadline 5 p.m., May 13, 2011) 
 

Tahoe Keys Property Owners Association – Letter 1 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/water_issues/programs/basin_plan/comments051311/tk1.pdf 



Comments Response 
 

TKPOA 1 R1:  The proposed amendment will give the Tahoe Keys 
Property Owners Association (TKPOA) the opportunity to attest to the 
limitations of non-chemical methods in achieving their goals, describe 
why and how chemical methods will achieve project goals, and 
provide an opportunity to apply for exemption to a pesticide 
prohibition. 
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TKPOA 1 R2: It is speculative to state the conclusion of ongoing 
studies’ as forgone. The studies conclusions may show that herbicide 
treatments can effectively meet both project goals and compliance 
with control measures. Or, they may prove otherwise.  
 
The referenced studies should provide the type of information to 
inform a project level environmental analysis required when 
requesting an exemption request under the proposed amendment 
language. As a note, not all herbicides will, by design, disperse 
rapidly. Some require extended contact with the plants for 
effectiveness. 

TKPOA 1 R3: The proposed amendment provides exemption criteria 
allowing the Water Board discretion to authorize use of aquatic 
pesticides in certain circumstances. 

TKPOA 1 R4: The TKPOA must meet the proposed Basin Plan 
Amendment exemption criteria specified in Chapter 4 for continued 
pesticide applications in a weed abatement program. 

TKPOA 1 R5: The maintenance and protection of all beneficial uses 
is a goal and mandate of the Water Board. The structure and 
language of the proposed amendment is designed to protect and 
maintain all beneficial uses so long as not unreasonable to do so.  
The information on the inefficiencies and ineffectiveness of current 
abatement methods referenced in this comment is the type of 
information the TKPOA would include in a request for exemption 
when making the case that existing methods are not feasible to meet 
project goals. 
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