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Basin Plan Amendment - Pesticide Prohibition & Exemption Criteria 
 

(Comment deadline 5 p.m., May 13, 2011) 
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Comments Response 

 

LTSLT R1:  The Basin Plan amendment makes it possible for a 
project proponent to propose chemical methods to control AIS 
that are already established (e.g., EWM in the Tahoe Keys, 
Asian clam infestations). However, at the time the request for 
exemption is submitted, the project proponent must provide 
evidence that non-chemical methods failed to address the 
target AIS or justification, accepted by the Regional Board, of 
why non-chemical measures were not employed or are not 
capable of achieving the treatment goals.   

LTSLT R2:  At both the April and May Board meetings the 
Board directed staff to retain the existing language which 
describes circumstances that may qualify for an exemption to 
the prohibition on aquatic pesticides. For Lake Tahoe, the 
Board did not want the scope of circumstances to be narrowed 
to just vector control and AIS emergencies. Instead the Board 
prefers to keep the language flexible for all waterbodies in our 
region regardless of ONRW designation. The Board also 
indicated wanting the tool of pesticides available to combat AIS 
specifically because ONRW designation may warrant the need 
to protect unique waters. On a project-by-project basis the 
Water Board will use its discretion to consider, grant, or reject 
an exemption request. 
 
The existing amendment language will only consider a project 
proposed to control AIS as an emergency if the project is 
proposed in response to an emergency as set forth in Public 
Resource Code section 21060.3 (which include those declared 
by the Governor); or projects that meet the CEQA definition of 
Emergency Projects set forth in CEQA Guidelines 
15269(a)(b)(c) and require immediate action to control the pest 
of concern.   
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LTSLT R2: Refer to LTSLT R2 on previous page.  




