
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
LAHONTAN REGION 

 
MEETING OF MAY 23 AND 24, 2007 

LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA 
 

ITEM NO. 4 
 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing - Consideration of Amended Cease and Desist Order No. 
R6V-2004-0038-A01 for County Sanitation District No. 14 of Los Angeles 
County – Lancaster Water Reclamation Plant for Discharge and 
Threatened Discharge of Waste in Violation of Waste Discharge 
Requirements Contained in Board Order No. R6V-2002-053 
 

CHRONOLOGY: September 11, 2002 Revised Waste Discharge Requirements 
 
October 13, 2004   Cease and Desist Order 
 
July 13, 2005  Amended Waste Discharge Requirements 
 
March 8, 2006  Master Recycling Permit 
 
September 14, 2006 Waste Discharge Requirements 
 
November 8, 2006 Waste Discharge Requirements 
 
March 14, 2007 Waste Discharge Requirements 
 

DISCUSSION: In October 2004 the Water Board adopted a cease and desist order (CDO) 
against District No. 14. The CDO required District No. 14 to eliminate 
threatened violations of Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs). The CDO is 
now the subject of a Petition for Writ of Mandate in Superior Court. The Water 
Board also issued a CDO against County Sanitation District No. 20 of Los 
Angeles County (Palmdale) and this CDO is also subject to similar Petition for 
Writ of Mandate in Superior Court 
 
The Water Board’s prosecution team and District No. 14 have reached a 
proposed settlement (in conjunction with a settlement of the litigation over a 
CDO for District No. 20 - please see Item No. 3 on the May 2007 Water 
Board agenda) of the Districts’ petitions. The proposed settlement would 
provide additional time for District No. 14 to come into compliance with its 
WDRs. The Water Board prosecution team retained the services of an 
independent engineer to review the compliance schedules proposed by the 
District. The consultant’s report is included as Enclosure 2. The compliance 
schedules in the proposed amended cease and desist order were developed 
through negotiations with the District utilizing input from the independent 
engineer. The settlement would be implemented through the Water Board 
adoption of the proposed Cease and Desist Order (Enclosure 1), an amended 
cease and desist order for District No. 20 (please see Item No. 5 on the May 
2007 Water Board agenda) and an Administrative Civil Liability Order (please 
see Item No. 3 on the May 2007 Water Board agenda). 
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The settlement provides for adoption of all three orders as proposed, or with 
changes that are agreed to by the prosecution team and the Districts. If the 
Water Board determines that the proposed orders are not acceptable, then 
the prosecution team respectfully withdraws these proposed orders from 
consideration. In that event, the prosecution team will propose modified 
orders for Water Board consideration at a later date. The prosecution team is 
not prepared to present these orders as anything other than a proposed 
settlement. 
 
The Water Board accepted comments on the proposed amended cease and 
desist order at its March 2007 meeting. At the request of the Water Board, 
the prosecution team held two public workshops on April 4 in Palmdale. The 
public comment period on the proposed cease and desist order closed on 
April 13, 2007. Three comment letters were received on the overall 
settlement (See Item No. 3 on the May 2007 Water Board agenda, 
Enclosures 3, 4 and 5) and some of the comments pertain to this proposed 
amended cease and desist order. Responses to these comments will be 
provided prior to the May 2007 Board meeting. Additionally, the Water 
Board’s Advisory Team posed a number of questions and suggestions to the 
Prosecution Team and Districts in an April 20, 2007 Memorandum (See Item 
No. 3 on the May 2007 Water Board agenda, Enclosure 6). Responses to the 
questions and suggestions are provided in the correspondence included as 
Enclosure 7 to Item No. 3 on the May 2007 Water Board agenda.  
 
 

RECOMMENDA-
TION: 

The prosecution team recommends that the Water Board adopt the proposed 
Amended Cease and Desist Order. 
 

Enclosure: 
 

1. Proposed Amended Cease and Desist Order No. R6V-2004-0038-A01 
2. Technical Review of County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 

Lancaster and Palmdale Project Schedules 
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