
Comments Response 

 

 

Langner-R1: The public lands are not subject to this proposed grazing 
waiver. Section 13 of the proposed grazing waiver states, “Activities on 
federal lands adjacent to, or upstream of the Bridgeport Hydrologic Area as 
described in Finding 1, are not subject to this waiver.  Water Board staff will 
review US Forest Service (USFS) allotment management plans and the 
Water Board will use its regulatory authority to ensure activities on federal 
lands meet State water quality requirements.”  Water Board staff is working 
with USFS to improve these public lands, separate from the waiver.   
 

Langner-R2: In general, low water years will result in concentration of 
pollutants, which would cause higher fecal coliform counts. However, 
irrigated systems, such as in the Bridgeport Valley, typically manipulate the 
flows which doesn’t always directly correlate with the change in pollutant 
concentration. Transport of fecal coliform to surface waters in irrigation 
return flows may be reduced by lower irrigation rates during low water 
years.  This trend varies site-to-site, depending on site-specific irrigation 
management factors and whether the primary mode of fecal coliform is 
direct livestock contact with surface waters or fecal matter transport with 
irrigation waters. 

Langner-R3: Potential improvement of Walker Lake water quality by less 
water being used by the ranchers is not in the scope of this regulatory 
action. 



 


