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Background 

• Emergency urban water conservation regulation 
extended and modified in May 2016 

• Continued prohibitions and other end-user 
requirements from May 2015 emergency regulation 

• Self-Certification approach for urban water suppliers 

– Conservation standard based on “stress-test” of 
water supply reliability 

– Option to keep existing conservation standard 



Self-Certification of Supply Reliability 
“Stress Test” 

• Water supply analysis based on three additional 
years of drought using 2013-2015 hydrologic 
conditions 

• Use 2013-2014 potable demand levels 

• Set conservation standard commensurate with level 
of shortage at end of third year (2019) 

• Wholesale agencies required to provide water 
availability estimates 



Projected Supply under “Stress Test” 

 



“Stress Test” Submissions 

• 48 wholesalers provided information 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_  
portal/docs/emergency_reg/wholesale_websites/wholesale_websites.pdf  

 

• 378 out of 411 urban water suppliers, plus one supplier 
new to reporting, completed the “stress-test” 

    

• Two aggregated self-certifications: 

– San Diego County Water Authority (22 suppliers) 

– Water Facilities Authority (5 suppliers; Chino/Ontario area) 
 

 

 



Review Process 

• Outreach to suppliers that did not self-certify 

• Review of submissions for completeness and 
well-documented analysis 

• Informal follow-up for required documents and 
clarifying information 

• Nine Information Orders issued to suppliers with 
incomplete submissions 

 



Review Process 

Examples where follow up was necessary: 

• Groundwater availability was unclear 

• Calculations did not include supporting 
documentation 

• Water supplier information did not match 
wholesaler information 
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Voluntary Conservation Targets 
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Summary 
• 32 suppliers (8 percent) will retain existing standards 

• Under three additional years of drought 

– 343 suppliers (84 percent) self-certified sufficient 
supply  

– 36 suppliers (8 percent) indicated a supply shortage  

• Information Orders to nine suppliers to verify water 
availability claims or request additional data 

 

 

 



Next Steps 

• Monitor conservation levels 

• Long-term Water Conservation and Efficiency actions  

– Board Workshop in October 

• Develop permanent water waste prohibitions 

• Plan for potential extended emergency 
regulation to begin February 2017 

 

 


