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City is also pursuing building a centralized system for the City in partnership with the US Marine 
Base in Twentynine Palms.   
 
On a related matter, staff is working with the Twentynine Palms Water District (TPWD) and the 
City on the SNMP for this area14. TPWD is lead for the SNMP, and it submitted its draft SNMP for 
review and approval to the Regional Water Board in June 2015. Staff reviewed the draft SNMP 
and found that it lacked essential technical information and informed the TPWD in writing about it 
on October 12, 2015. The TPWD’s consultant (Kennedy/Jenks) responded in December 2016 to 
the staff’s concerns and requested a meeting to discuss the matter.  On April 13, 2017, Regional 
Water Board staff met with the TPWD Manager and its consultant to discuss the SNMP, staff’s 
concerns about it, future work, and the timeline for completion of the SNMP. During the meeting, 
Regional Water Board staff expressed the following concerns about the proposed SNMP:  
 The SNMP needs to be finalized and reviewed/updated on a regular basis (every three to five 

years). Additional groundwater data are needed to further assess, analyze, monitor and 
evaluate current groundwater conditions. Staff also recommended the TPWD collaborates 
with the Marine Base to fund a USGS groundwater study for the area;  

 The SNMP lacks an adequate strategy to control identified sources of salt and nutrient loading 
(mainly septic system effluents), and lacks a schedule to implement groundwater monitoring 
activities; and  

 The need to phase out wastewater discharges from septic systems in Twentynine Palms.  
 
Staff supported and encouraged TPWD to collaborate with the City and the Marine Base to 
expand/upgrade the Marine Base WWTF to accommodate the City’s domestic wastewater. The 
TPWD has agreed to address staff’s concerns, including development of a detailed schedule for 
completion and implementation. Staff intends to hold regular meetings with TPWD to 
facilitate/expedite the development of the final SNMP. 
 
Yucca Valley—On March 10, 20172016, the Regional Water Board adopted a Basin Plan 
amendment to modify the Septic Tank Discharge Prohibition for the Town of Yucca Valley. In 
relevant part, the amendment established new deadlines for phasing out discharges from septic 
systems. Extension of the deadlines was necessary because it took more time than anticipated 
for the Hi-Desert Water District, after the Town failed to do it, to get voter approval and funding to 
build a centralized sewage collection and treatment system for the Town15. It was also necessary 
to address technical and economic constraints associated with the centralized system, and realign 
the Regional Water Board Prohibition boundaries, with the boundaries of the Assessment District 
approved by Town property owners affected by the Prohibition. To mitigate the potential additional 
impacts caused by the extension, the Regional Water Board: (1) prescribed in the revised 
Prohibition a time schedule for the new system to be built at the earliest practicable date; and (2) 
is working with the Town of Yucca Valley and the District to ensure that in the interim unregulated 

                                                 
14 Because essentially most of the City is on septic systems, the septic systems are the main source of Salts and 
Nutrients (i.e., nitrogen) to groundwater.  Therefore, the SNMP must focus on addressing their threat to groundwater 
also. 

15 The HDWD had to secure an assessment district to pay for the system. Financial assistance and voter approval for the system 

did not materialize until early in 2016. This put the project behind schedule; and  
2. The design of the collection system identified technical and economic problems that require changes be made to 
the boundaries of each Phase to maximize the properties to be serviced by the system while managing costs of the 
project. This included identifying Deferred Parcels and properties that needed to be moved from one Phase to 
another Phase. 
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