CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
COLORADOQ RIVER BASIN REGION

BOARD ORDER NQ. 98-008

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
FOR
SALTON COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT, OWNER OPERATOR
DESERT SHORES WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
Desert Shores-Impenal County

The Califorma Regional Water Quatity Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region, tinds that:

1.

On Cctober 8, 1987, the Salton Community Services District, owner/operator {hereinafter also
referred 10 as the discharger}, P. O Box 5268. Salton City, CA 92275, submitted an application
to discharge wastewater to seven oxidaltion basins for final disposal by evaporation and
infiltration.

The discharger owns and operates a wastewater ccllection, treatment and disposal systermn, and
provides a sewerage service to the City of Desert Shores. The treatment basing are located in
the NE 1/4 of Section 17, T9S, RIE, SBB&M. The street address of the facility is Coolidge
Springs Road & Highway 86, Desert Shores, CA 92274,

The treatment system consists of seven aeration ponds, arranged in parallel. Final disposal is
by infiltration and evaporation. The facility is designed for a maximum flow of 0.2 MGD.
Current flow 15 around O.14 MGD.

The Water Quality Control Plan for the Colorado River Basin Region of Califormia {Basin Plan)
was adopted on November 17, 1993 and designates the beneficial uses of ground and surface
waters in this Region.

The beneficial uses of ground waters in the West Salton Seas Hydrelogic Unit are:

a. Municipal supply [MUN)
b. Agricultural supply (AGR)

This discharge has been subject 10 waste discharge requirements adopted in Board Order No.
90-073.

The direction of groundwater flow in the area of the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) is
northeast, towards the Saiton Sea. There are two domestic wells, located approximately 1/4
mile away, and immediately down-gradient and northeast of the WWTP.

Seepage from the treatment ponds has impacted at ieast one of the two wells with salts.
Hydrogeclogical investigations showed that Salten Sea water seeps nto the collection systern
and has increased the Total Oissclved Solids (TDS) in the wastewater treatment lagoons. I is
suspected that the high TDS water from the lagoons is seeping 1nto the ground and increasing
the TDS of the groundwater.

The discharger in a letter dated September 2, 1997, proposed ining of the treatment ponds,
replacing portions of the leaking sewers, and implementing other corrective measures 10 correct
the problem described in Finding No. 8.



10. Tha Regional Board Executive Otficer order has issued a Cleanup and Abatemant Order tar the
facility. Board Order No. 98-019 which specifies a tme schedule for correcung the problem
described in Finding No. 8.

11. As indicated 1in Attachment “A" incorporated heren and made a part of this Order. the
discharger canstructed 15 ground water monitoring wells.  These wells are located in close
proximity to the treatment facility and are in the path of the downgradient groundwater fiow.

12. Federal regulations for storm water discharges were issued by the U. S. Enviconmental
| Protection Agency on November 16, 1990 (40 Code of Federal Regulations {CFR) Parts
_ 122,123, and 124). In conformance with these regulations, the State Water Resources Control
= Board adopted a general permit for storm water discharges associated with specific categones

of industnal activities, Water Qualhty Order No. 91.13-DWQ was amended by Water Quality
." Order No. 9t-13-DWQ (as amended by Water Qualty Order 92-12.DWQ), NPDES No.
i CASQO0001, on September 17, 1982, Industnal facilities, as histed by Standard Industrat
Classification and including sewage treatment plants. are required to obtain NPDES permits tor
their storm water discharges.

13.  In accordance with Section 15301, Chapter 3, Title 14 of the Cahtforma Code of Regulations,
the issuance of these waste discharge reguirements, which govern the operation of an existing
tacility involving negligible or no expansion ot use beyond that previously existing, is exempt
from the provisions of the Califormsa Environmental Quality Act {Pubkc Resources Code, Secton

: 21000 et seq).

14. The Board has notified the discharger and all known interested agencies and persons of its
intent to update waste discharge requirements for this discharge, and has provided them with
an opportunity to submit comments.

} 15. The Board in a public meeting heard and considered all comments pertaining 1o this discharge.

‘ iT 1S HEREBY ORDERED, that Board Order Na. 80-073 is rescinded, and in order 10 meet the provisions
contained in Division 7 of the California Water Code and regulations adopted thereunder, the discharger
shall comply with the following:

A. Effluent Limitations

1. The dry weather fiow to the treatment basins shall not exceed 0.2 milion gallons-per-day
{MGD}.

2. The increase in concentration of total dissoived sohds (TDS) in the wastewater discharged to
i the treatment basins over that contained in the water supply 10 the community shall not exceed

400 mg/L. Whenever this TDS value is exceeded, the discharger shall develop and implement
: appropriate mitigation measures, which are acceptable to the Regional Board's Executive
; Officer. This effiuent limitation shalt become effectve after corrective measures for correcting
the problem described in Finding No. 8 are implemented.

i B. fProhibitions

1. The direct discharge of any wastewater to any surface waters or surface drainage courses 1s
protubited.

2. Bypass or overflow of untreated or partially treated waste s prohubited.
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The discharge ot waste to land not owned or controlted by the discharger is prohibited,

Discharge of treated wastewater at a location or i a manner different from that described in
Finding No. 3, above, 15 prohibsted.

The disposal of wastes in excess of the design treatment capacity of the system s prohibited.

C. Specfications

6.

7.

The treatrmment or disposal of wastes at this faciity shall not cause pollution or nuisance as
defined 1n Section 13050(1) and 13050im) of Division 7 of the Catifornia Water Code.

No wastewater othar than domestic wastewater shall be discharged into the sewaqge disposal
systemn described in Finding No. 2, above.

A minmum depth of freeboard of two feet snall be maintained at all time in each of the basins.

Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that flood or surface drainage waters do not erode
or otherwise render portions of the discharge facihties inoperable.

There shall be no discharge, bypass, or flow of treated or untreated wastewater to surface
waters.

A surface aerobic environment shall be maintained in each basin.

The discharge shall not cause degradation of any beneficial use of surface or ground water.

D. Provisions

1.

The discharger shall comply with "Monitoring and Reporting Program No. 98-008°, and future
revisions thereto, as specified by the Regional Board's Executive Officer,

The discharger shall perform ground water monitoring as required by “Monitoring and Reporting
Program No. 98-008~,

The discharger shall comply with all Orders 1ssued by the Regional Board Executive Officer.

Prior to any modifications in this facility which would result in material change in the quality or
quantity of wastewater treated or discharged, or any material change in the location of
discharge. the discharger shall report ali pertinent information in writing to the Regionai Board
and obtain revised requirements before any modifications are implemented.

Prior ta any change in ownership of management of this operation, the discharger shall transmit
a copy of thus Board Order to the succeeding owner/operator, and forward a copy of the
transmittal letter 1o the Regional Board.

The discharger shall ensure that all site operating personnel are familiar with the contents of
this Board Order, and shall mantain a copy of this Board Order at the site.

This Board QOrder does not authonze violation of any tederai, state, or local laws or regulations.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

The discharger shall comply with all of the conditions of this Board Order. Any noncompliance
with this Board Order constitutes a violation of the Portar-Cologne Water Quality Control Act
and is grounds for enforcement action.

This Board Order may be moditied, revoked and reissued, or terminated for cause. The filing of
@ request by the discharger for a Board Order modification, revocation and reissuance, or
termination, or a nottication of planned changes or anticipated nencomphance does not stay
any Board Order conditton.  Causes for modification include the promulgation of new
regulations, moditication of land application plans, or moditication in sludge use or disposal
practices, or agoption of new regulations by the State Board or the Regional Board, ncluding
revisions to the Basin Plan,

The discharger 1s the responsible panty for the waste discharge requirements and the monitonng
and repaorung program {or the facility. The discharger shall comply with all conditions of these
waste discharge requirements. Violations may result in enforcement actions, including Regional
Board Crders or court orders, requiring corrective action or impgosing civit monetary liability, or in
modification or revocation of these waste discharge requirements by the Regional Board.

The discharger shall at al times properly operate and mamntain all faciities and systems of
treatment and control (and related appurtenances) that are installed or used by the discharger 10
achieve compliance with this Board Order. Proper operation and maintenance also includes
adequate laboratory controis and appropriate quality assurance procedures. This provision
requires the operation of backup or auxiliary facilities or simnilar systems which are installed by a
discharger only when necessary to achieve compliance with the conditions of this Board Order.

All maintenance performed shall be reported with the monitering reports as required.

Storm water discharges from the facility shall not cause or threaten to cause pallution or
contamination.

Storm water discharges from the facility shall not contain hazardous substances equal to or in
excess of a reporabie quantity listed in 40 CFR Part 117 and/or 40 CFR Part 302.

Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that unauthorized persons are effectively excluded
from contact with the wastewater disposal facilities.

The discharger’'s wastewater treatment plant shall be supervised and operated by persons
possessing certification of appropriate grade pursuant to Section 3680, Chapter 4, Division 4,
Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations. The discharger shall ensure that all operating
personnel are familiar with the contents of this Board Order,

Facilities shall be available to keep the piant in operation in the event of commercial power
failure.

The discharger shalt comply with *Monitoring and Reporting Program No. 88-008", and future
revisions thereto, as specified by the Regional Board's Executive Officer; and shall be in
accordance with the following:

a. Samples and measurements taken for the purpose of monitoning shall be representative of
the monitorad activity.
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19.

The monitoring and reporting of influent, eftiuent, and sludge shall be done, at & minimum,
on an annual basis, and more fraquently, depending on the nature and effect of the sewage
sludge use or disposal practices, or as specified in this Board Order.

All monitoning, ncluding that of sludge use or disposal, must be conducted according to
test procedures approved under 40 CFR Part 136 or as specified in this Board Order.

The discharger shall retain records of all monitoring intormation, including all calibration and
maintenance records and all onginal stnp chant recordings for conbinuous monitanng
instrumentation, copies of all reports required by this Board Order, and records of all data
used to complate the application for this Board Order, for a period of at least 5 years from
the date of the sample, measurement, report of apphcation. This period may be extended
by request of the Regional Board's Executive Officer.

Records of monitoring information shalt include:

The date, exact place, and ume of sampling measurementis);
The individualis) who performed the sampling or measurement{s);
The dateis) analyses were performed;

The individual{s) who performed the analyses;

The results of such analyses.

The discharger shall provide adequate notice to the Regional Board's Executive Officer of the
following:

a.

Any new introduction of pollutants into any of the treatment faciities described in the
Findings of this Board Order from an indirect discharger which would be subject to Section
301 or 306 of the Clean Water Act, if it were directly discharging the pollutants,

Any substantial change in the volume or character of pollutants being introduced into any
of the treatment facilities described in the Findings of this Board Order by an existing or
new source.

Any planned physical alterations or additions to the facdities described in this Board Qrder,
or changes planned in the discharger's sludge use or disposal practice, where such
aiterations, additions, or changes may justify the application of Board Order conditions that
are different from or absent in the exisung Beard Order, including notification of additional
disposal sites not reported during the Board Order application process, or not reported
pursuant to an approved land application plan,

Adequate notice shall include information on the quality and quantity of effluent introduced,
and any anticipated impact of the change on the quantity or quality of the discharger's
effluent and/or siudge.

The discharger shait report all instances of noncempliance. Reports of noncempliance shall
be submitted with the discharger's next scheduled self-monitoring report or earlier if
requested by the Regional Board's Executive Officer, or if required by an applicable
standard for sludge use and disposal.



20.

21

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

The discharger shall allow the Regional Board, or an authorized reprasantative, upon
presentation of credentisls and other documents as may be raquired by law, to:

a. Enter upon the prem:ses regutated by this Board Order. or the place where records must be
kept under the conditions of thus Board Order:

b Have access to and copy. at reasonable times. any records that shali be kept under the
conditions of this Board Order;

¢. Inspect at reasonable times any faclities. equipment (incluging monitonng and control
equipment), practices, ¢r operations requlated or raquired under this Board QOrder; and

¢. Sample or monitor at reasonable umes, for the purpose of assuring compliance with this
Board Order or as otherwise authorized by the Califorria Water Code, any substances or
parameters at this location,

The discharger shall obtain a ptior wntten approval from the Regional Board's Executive Officer
specitying location and method of disposat. before disposing of treated or untreated studge, or
similar solid waste matenals. In addition, the discharger shall provide the results of any sfudge
analyses as specified by the Regional Board's Executive Officer.

The discharger shall maintain a permanent log of all solids hauled away from the treatment
facility for use/disposal elsewhere and shall provide a monthly summary of the volume, type
{screenings, grit, raw siudge, digested sludgel, use {agriculturai, composting, etc.), and the
destination,

All sludge generated a1 the wastewater treatment plant will be disposed, treated, or applied to
land in accordance with Federal Requlations 40 CFR 503.

Collected, screening, sludges, and other sclids removed for liquids wastes shall be disposed of
in a manner that is consistent with Division 3, Title 23, of the California Code of Regulations
and approved by the Regional Board's Executive Officer.

The discharger shalt provide a report to the Regional Board when it determines that the ptant 1s
operating at 80 percent of the capacity specified in Finding No. 3 above. The report should
indicate what steps, 1t any, the discharger intends to take to provide for the expected
wastewater treatment capacity necessary when the plant reaches design capacity.

The discharger shall inform this office by telephone of all occurrences of bypasses within one
business day of the occurrences. Within § days of the occurrences, the discharger shall send a
report to this office which shall include the starting date and time of the occurrence, the actual
or estimated ending date and time, an estimate of the total discharge and the corrective
measures taken [or which will be taken) by the discharger. The discharger shall maintain a log
of this information. The said log shall be kept at the facility and shail be available during facility
inspection,

|, Philip A. Gruenberg, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of
an Order adopted by the Caiifornia Regional Water Quality Control Board. Colorado River Basin Region, on
March 12, 1998.

" Executive Offiﬁ
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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM NO. 98.008
FOR
SALTON COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT, OWNER/OPERATOR
DESERT SHORES WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
Desert Shores - Impenal County

Location of Dhischarge: NE 1/4 of Section 17, T9S, RSE, SBR&AM

MONITORING GENERAL

The collection, preservation and holding times of all samples shall be in accordance with U, §
Environmental Protection Agency approved procedures. Al analyses shal! be conducted by a
laboratory certified by the State Depantment of Health Services to pertorm the required analyses.

INFLUENT MONITORING

The wastewater influent to the treatment facdities shall be monitored for the foliowing:

Type of Sampling
Constituents Unit Sample Frequency
Total Dissoilved Solids mgn.' ) Grab Monthly
Flow MGD? Daily

COLLECTION SYSTEM MONITORING

The wastewater coliection system shall be monitored for total dissolved solids manthly. Several
samphing locations shall be established where representative samples of the wastewater being
transported can be obtained. Sample locations shall be spaced throughout the coilection system
so that infiltration problems into sewage lines near Salton Sea can be identified.

" mg L - mitligrams-per-Liter

I MGD - Million galiors-per-day



MONIT
The discharger shall report annually on the quantity of sludge produced. total quantity of sludge
stored at the site. location and method of disposal of all sludge and simdar solid materials being
produced at the wastewater treatment plant faciity.

The sludge that i1s generated at the treatment facihty shall be sampled and analyzed for the

tollowing:
Type of Sampling
Constituents it Sample Fraquency
Arsanic rﬂgz’llcgJ Composite Annuality
Cadmium mg/kg Compaosite Annually
. Copper mg’kg Composite Annually
Lead mg-kg Camposite Annually
| Mercury mg/kg Composite Annually
Molybdenum mg/kg Composite Annually
Nickel mgq/kg Composite Annually
Selenium mgq/kg Composite Annually
Zing mg/kg Composite Annually
Fecal Coliform MPN/100mI* Composite Annually
Volatile Organics pg"Ls Cornposite Annually
: (EPA Methods 60%, 602}
Pesticides ug/L Composite Annually

{(EPA Method 608}

? mg'kg - milligrams-per-kilograms on a dry weight basis
“ MPN - Most Probable Number

: ug 'L - micrograms-per-Liter



R WA MONIT!

Ground water samples from Well Nos. 3, 5. 9, 14 and 15 shall be monitorad as follows:

Type of
Constityents Unit Sample
Totai Dissoived Solds mgil Grab
Chloride mg/L Grab
Nitrate mg/L Grab
fas Nitrogen)
Suifate mg/L Grab
Ammonia mg/L Grab
{as Nitrogen}
Fecal Coliform MPN7100 mi, Grab

WATER SUPPLY TO THE COMMUNITY

The water shall be monitored as follows:

Type of
Constituents Unit ample
Total Dissolved Solids mg/L Grab

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

The discharger shall report the following:

Activity Reporting
To inspect and document any Annually

operation/maintenance probiems by
inspecting each unit process

Sampting
Freguency

Quarterly
Quarterly

Quarterly

Quarterly

Quarterly

Quarterly

Sarnpling

" Frequency

Monthly
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The discharger shall arrange the data in tabular form so that the specitied information 1s readity
discernible. The data shall be summarized  such a manner as 1o clearly dlustrate whether the
facility 1s operating in compliance with waste discharge requirements.

Each report shail contain the following statement:

"l declare under the penalty of law that | have personally examined and am familiar with the
information submitted in this document, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals
immediately responsible for obtaining the information, | balieve that the information is true,
accurate, and complete. | am aware that there ars sigrilicant penaities for submirtting false
information, including the possibifity of a fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.”

A duly authorized representative of the discharger may sign the documents if:
a. The authorization is made in writing by the person described above:

b. The authorization specified arn sndividual or person having responsibiity for the overall
operation of the regulated disposal system: and

c. The written authorization is submitted to the Regionai Board's Executive Officer.

Report immediately any failure in the waste disposal system to the Regional Board's Executive
Ofticer and the Director of the County Environmentat Health by telephone with follow-up by
letter.

Monthly monitoring reports shall be submitted to the Regional Board by the 15th of each
month. Annual monitoring reports shall be submitted to the Regionail Board by January 15 of
each year,

Submit monitoring reports to:
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Colorado river Basin Region

73-720 Fred Waring, Suite 100
Falm Desert, CA 92260

Crdered by:

Executive Ofﬁcy

March 12 1998
Date
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