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NOTICE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOP AND CEQA SCOPING MEETING

Development of a Basin Plan Amendment for the Control of Methylmercury and Total
Mercury in the Lower American River and Lake Natoma

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
(Central Valley Water Board or Board) staff will hold a California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA)(Pub. Resources Code § 21000 et seq.) scoping meeting and public workshop regarding
the development of an amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River
and San Joaquin River Basins (Basin Plan amendment). Board staff will be developing a Basin
Plan amendment that will add requirements for the control of methylmercury and total mercury in
the Lower American River (Nimbus Dam to the confluence with the Sacramento River) and Lake
Natoma.

The Lower American River and Lake Natoma are on the 303(d) List of Impaired Water Bodies
because of elevated levels of mercury in fish. Staff is proposing to develop a Basin Plan
amendment that will add methylmercury fish tissue objectives and an implementation plan to
reduce aqueous and sediment mercury concentrations and methylmercury concentrations in fish.

Supplemental information regarding the proposed amendment is available on the Board’s website:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/central_valley_projects/american_r
iver_hg/index.shtml

This meeting and workshop will provide participants with: (1) an overview of the conditions in the
project area; and (2) an opportunity to comment on the appropriate scope and content of the
proposed amendment and environmental documentation to be prepared pursuant to CEQA and
the Board'’s certified regulatory program for basin planning (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15251(g)
and Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 3775 et seq.).

SCOPING MEETING/WORKSHOP:

Date: July 8, 2010

Time: 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Place: Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Directions and location information can be found on the Central Valley Water Board's website:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/about_us/contact_us/sacramento_location.pdf

The facility will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Individuals requiring special
accommodations are requested to contact Stephen Louie (contact information below) at least five
working days prior to the meeting. TTY users may contact the California Relay Service at 1-800-
735-2929 or voice line at 1-800-735-2922.
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SUBMISSION OF CEQA SCOPING COMMENTS:

The Board will accept written and oral comments. The Board is seeking comments regarding the
range of actions, alternatives, and mitigation measures that should be considered by the Board
during the development of the Basin Plan amendment, as well as input regarding reasonably
foreseeable means of compliance and any associated potentially significant environmental effects.
Written comments should be submitted to Stephen Louie no later than July 22, 2010. Comment
letters may also be submitted by email to sjlouie@waterboards.ca.gov (if less than 15 megabytes
in total size) or by fax at 916-464-4780. Please indicate the project you are commenting upon in
the subject line, “Comment Letter — Lower American River and Lake Natoma Methylmercury
TMDL". Electronic submission via e-mail is preferred. Comments provided at the workshop will be
reviewed and considered in the development of the draft staff report supporting the Basin Plan
amendment. All comments will be included in the final administrative record.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

Groups or individuals interested in mercury impairment in fish in the Central Valley watersheds and
anyone concerned with the environmental effects of the project are encouraged to attend. This
includes, but is not limited to, public and private land owners; consumers of local fish; Native
Americans; agricultural producers; water district managers; wastewater treatment and disposal
operators; environmental groups; environmental justice groups; city and county officials in charge
of land use and storm water management; and other federal, state, and local regulators and water
management officials.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Questions regarding this notice should be directed to Stephen Louie at
sjlouie@waterboards.ca.gov or (916) 464-4627. To continue receiving notifications regarding this
basin plan amendment, you must subscribe to the “American River Methylmercury TMDL” Email
Subscription List through our webpage at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/reg5_subscribe.shtml or to receive
notices by mail, complete the attached form and return it to:

Stephen Louie

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

If you have already signed up for “American River Methylmercury TMDL” Email Subscription List,
you do not need to sign up a second time.

Please bring the above information to the attention of anyone you know who could be interested in
this matter.
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