MONITORING SITE INFORMATION

Site ID#   MER 506
  

SITE LOCATION

Site Name:   Agatha Canal at Helm Canal

Site Description, Location and Access:

The Agatha Canal is located approximately 4.3 miles east of Camp 13 Slough at the CCID Main Canal south of the Almond Drive-CCID Main Canal intersection. To access Agatha Canal from Camp 13 Slough go east on the levee road for approximately 2.7 miles to the Fraser Gun Club access Road on the left (north). Take this access road over the Helm Canal and then follow it east as it parallels the Helm Canal (the same direction as the CCID Main Canal levee road). Agatha Canal is 1.6 miles east of the Fraser Gun Club. It runs perpendicular to the Helm and CCID Main Canals. The Helm Canal is monitored just west of the Agatha Canal on this same road.

Township/Range/Section:  NE ¼ , SE ¼ , NW ¼ , Section 31, T11S, R12E  (DWR#11S/12E-31F)

Latitude/Longitude:  
Lat. N  36(  56’  04” 




Long. W  120(  41’  06” 

County: 
Merced


USGS Quad Map: Dos Palos

WATER SOURCE

Description of source:

Water in the Agatha Canal can come from a variety of sources; Helm Canal (MER507), the Panoche Drain (MER501) and the Mercy Springs Drain. All three sources can carry a portion of tile drainage water (refer to each of the site descriptions for details on characteristics of the flow)

Factors affecting water quality:

The Helm canal carries operational spill water from the Central California Irrigation District’s Main Canal. Tile Drainage water only enters this canal immediately upstream of the Agatha Canal.


The Panoche Drain (MER501) can change significantly below its normal monitoring point. Immediately upstream of where the drain under siphons the Helm Canal and discharges into the Agatha Canal, a diversion structure has been installed which allows drainage water from the Firebaugh Drain (MER503) to enter the Panoche Drain. This input when in use can significantly alter the flows and water quality entering the Agatha Canal.


The Mercy Springs Drain always flows into the Agatha Canal. The drain normally contains tile drainage water but can take in tail water from the area.

