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Topics: 

 The Historical Approach  

 The Paradigm Shift & Current Permits 

 Example Application 

Assess Receiving Water and Discharges 

 Identification of Pollutants of Concern 

Program Prioritization 

Continuation of Baseline Elements 

Management Questions and Goals 
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What Can We Do To Affect the 

Change That We Desire???? 

 Can we be more focused in our efforts? 

 Can we prioritize our plans & resources? 

 What are the pollutants of concern (POCs)? 

 What actions directly affect those POCs? 

 What are our goals? 

 How will we know if we are successful? 

 How will we use the results to improve our 

program? 
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Assess Receiving Water  

Conditions & MS4 Discharges 

 Evaluate Reports of Water Quality Exceedances 

 Summarize the RWQEs for Permit Period 

 Establish Benchmark for POC Identification 

 Identify the Samples that Exceed the Benchmark 

 

 Evaluate TMDLs (Developed/Upcoming) 

 Evaluate 303(d) List 

“Cause or Contribute” Evaluation 

Evaluate Listings/TMDLs 



Identify Priority POCs  

and Sources of POCs 

 Priority POCs 

 E.Coli, Fecal Coliform 

 Chlorpyrifos, Pyrethroids 

 DO 

 Mercury 

Table 1. Potential Sources of Mercury 

Sources and Activities 

Residential 

 Household products 

 Improper disposal of mercury-containing products 

Industrial 

 Chemicals 

 Combustion 

 Manufacturing 

 Production 

Commercial 

 Dental offices 

 Hospitals 

 Laboratories 

 Medical clinics 

 Secondary schools 

 Universities 

 Vehicle service facilities 

Other Sources 

 Atmospheric deposition 

 Legacy sources (i.e., mining) 
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Monitor and Assess Progress 

Example Mercury-Related Management Questions & Goals 

 Are impacted waterways meeting the TMDL targets for methylmercury as specified in 

the applicable TMDL(s)? [Environmental – OL6] 

 Are the urban stormwater dischargers a significant source of total and/or methylmercury 

to the receiving waters? Are there other sources that are major contributors? 

[Environmental – OL5] 

 Are the Permittees meeting the load allocations for methylmercury as specified in the 

applicable TMDL(s)? [Environmental – OL5] 

 Are the Permittees effectively implementing BMPs that target mercury and/or prevent the 

creation of methylmercury? [Programmatic – OL2-4] 
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