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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

29 March 2016

Agricultural Water Quality Coalitions
[See Attached List]

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON THE CROP NITROGEN KNOWLEDGE GAP STUDY PLAN
AND GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS

Thank you for the 19 February 2016 letter responding to my 19 January 2016 comments on the
“Crop Nitrogen Knowledge Gap Study Plan and Guidance Documents” (Study Plan). Your
letter was submitted in response to concerns raised in the 19 January 2016 comment letter, as
well as discussions between Board staff and the coalitions during our 4 February 2016 meeting.

Based on your letter, the coalitions will be utilizing all 17 of the California Department of Food
and Agriculture’s (CDFA) crop-specific nitrogen removed calculators to estimate nitrogen
removed based on crop yield values obtained from their grower members. By+July 2016, the
coalitions will submit a work plan with a timeline to develop nitrogen removed calculators for
additional crops and to further refine the eXIStlng nhitrogen removed calculators.

The coalitions will use the nitrogen removed values, in conjunctlon with the grower submitted
nitrogen applied values to calculate Nitrogen Applied/Nitrogen Removed (A/R) ratios for
member crops. In addition to submitting the A/R information to the Central Valley Water Board
in an aggregated manner, it is vital that the coalitions provide the individual A/R ratios to their
members and utilize the information in grower education and outreach activities to provide
feedback to each grower member about their nitrogen application and its potential to leach

" nitrogen to groundwater. However, the response letter did not include specific tlmellnes for
providing the A/R ratio to the coalition members.

Because it is important for growers to obtain timely feedback on their A/R ratios, the revised
Study Plan must include proposed timelines to meet the following requirements:

1. Submit the summarized, crop-specific A/R ratio information to the Central Valley Water -
Board for the 17 listed crops during the initial reporting year. In subsequent years,
newly added crop A/R ratio information shall be included in the summary.

2. Disseminate the summarized A/R information to all coalition members, and provide each
coalition member with their specific A/R ratio in the context of other similarly situated
operations. Where it is feasible, this information must be provided in time for growers to
be able to make modifications to their initial nitrogen management plan (if needed)
during the same year as implementation (i.e, growing season). This feedback
mechanism will allow adaptive management based on the best available information
regarding nitrogen removed and the grower’s nitrogen use in the context of other
similarly situated operations.

KARL E. LoNGLEY ScD, P.E., cHair | PamELA C, CREEDON P.E,, BCEE, EXEGUTIVE OFFICER

11020 Sun Center Drive #200, Rancho Cordova, CA 85670 | www.waterboards.ca.gov/centraivalisy

&9 RECYCLED PAPER



Crop Nitrogen Knowledge Gap Study Plan ' 29 March 2016

Therefore, | conditionally approve the revised study plan, contingent upon receiving acceptable -
timelines to meet the above-mentioned requirements. The A/R summary and statistical
information must be provided to each coalition member (tables, figures and/or charts), with the
particular grower’s A/R ratio(s), so that the member can identify where they fall within the
average or median A/R ratio for each of their crops.

If you have questions regarding these requirements, please coritact Sue McConnell at
(916) 464-4798 or sue.mcconnell@waterboards.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

amela C. Creedon
‘Executive Officer
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East San Joaquin Water Quality
Coalition

Parry Klassen

1201 L Street

Modesto, CA 95354

Sacramento Valley Water Quality
Coalition

Bruce Houdesheldt

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 335
Sacramento, CA 95814

San Joaquin County & Delta Water
Quality Coalition

Mike Wackman -
3294 Ad Art Road Stockton, CA 95215

Kings River Watershed Coalition
Authority
Casey Creamer

- P.O. Box 8259
Fresno, CA 93747

Kaweah Basin Water Quality Association
Donald lkemiya

P.O. Box 2840

Visalia, CA 93279

Tule Basin Water Quality Coalition
David DeGroot

2904 W. Main Street

Visalia, CA 93291
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Kern River Watershed Coalition
Authority

Nicole Bell

P.O. Box 151

Bakersfield, CA 93302

Buena Vista Coalition
Tim Ashlock '
P.O. Box 756

~ Buttonwillow, CA 93206

Cawelo Water District
David Hampton

17207 Industrial Farm Rd.
Bakersfield, CA 93308

Westside Water Quality Coalition
Greg Hammet -

21908 Seventh Standard Rd.
McKittrick, CA 93251

Westlands Coalition
Charlotte Gallock
P.O. Box 6056
Fresno, CA 93703

Westside San Joaquin River Watershed
Coalition

Joseph McGahan

P.O. Box 2157

Los Banos, CA 93635

cc: Clay Rodgers, Central Valley Water Board, Fresno
' Clint Snyder, Central Valley Water Board, Redding
Amrith Gunasekara, California Department of Food and Agriculture, Sacramento



