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At a public hearing scheduled for 4/5 June 2015, the Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Central Valley Region, (Central Valley Water Board) will consider adoption of Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDRs) and rescission of Cease and Desist Order (CDO) No. 91-041 for The 
Wine Group, Inc., (hereafter "Discharger")  Golden State Vintners, d.b.a. Franzia-McFarland 
Winery in McFarland.  This document contains responses to written comments received from 
interested parties regarding the tentative WDRs and CDO rescission circulated on 20 March 
2015.  Written comments from interested parties were required by public notice to be received 
by the Central Valley Water Board by 5:00 pm on 20 April 2015 to receive full consideration.  
Written comments on the tentative WDRs were received from The Wine Group, Inc. on 
10 April 2015.  Written comments are summarized below, followed by the responses of Central 
Valley Water Board staff.  Based on the comments, Central Valley Water Board staff did make 
some changes to the tentative WDRs. 
 
THE WINE GROUP, INC., COMMENTS 
 
Comment No. 1:  Composite Sampling for EFF-001. 
 
The tentative Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) included with the tentative WDRs 
requires monthly grab samples from effluent monitoring locations EFF-001 and EFF-002 to be 
analyzed for biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), total dissolved solids (TDS), fixed dissolved 
solids (FDS), nitrate as nitrogen, nitrite as nitrogen, ammonia as nitrogen, and total Kjeldahl 
nitrogen and quarterly grab samples from EFF-001 and EFF-002 to be analyzed for general 
minerals. 
 
The winery currently utilizes an automatic sampler that collects 24-hour composite samples 
from EFF-001.  The Discharger would like the tentative MRP revised to indicate 24-hour 
composite samples shall be collected from EFF-001 for BOD, TDS, FDS, nitrate as nitrogen, 
nitrite as nitrogen, and ammonia as nitrogen on a monthly basis and general minerals on a 
quarterly basis. 

 
RESPONSE:  The Effluent Monitoring Section of the tentative MRP has been revised to 
indicate 24-hour composite samples shall be collected from EFF-001 when analyzing for 
BOD, TDS, FDS, nitrate as nitrogen, nitrite as nitrogen, and ammonia as nitrogen on a 
monthly basis and general minerals on a quarterly basis. 
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Comment No. 2:  BOD Cycle Average Loading for Sprinkler Irrigation. 
 
Wastewater generated at the winery is currently applied via flood irrigation to two land 
application areas (LAA-001 and LAA-002).  As such, Land Application Area Specification D.4 
indicates the cycle average BOD loading to LAA-001 and LAA-002 shall not exceed 100 
pounds per acre per day (lbs/acre/day).  The Discharger would like the Specification to be 
revised to allow the cycle average BOD loading to be increased to 150 pounds lbs/acre/day for 
the existing LAA-001 and LAA-002 and the proposed expansion of LAA-002, when sprinkler or 
water cannon irrigation is utilized in lieu of flood irrigation. 

 
RESPONSE:  Land Application Area Specification D.4 and other applicable sections of the 
tentative WDRs and Information Sheet have been revised to clarify that the cycle average 
BOD loading to LAA-001 and LAA-002 shall not exceed 100 lbs/acre/day when wastewater 
is applied via flood irrigation and shall not exceed 150 lbs/acre/day when wastewater is 
applied via sprinkler or water cannon irrigation. 
 


