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INTERIM REPORT

RECEIVER

. o WAR 121965
Name and address of operator:  John L. Jonas and J ohn B J o]mson,
S - ‘ co-partners., As signess for Ronme B Smith
166 Los Robles Drive =~ 77777
Burlingame, California

Docket No. : DMEA-2448 (Mercury}/ March 6, 1956

Name and location of property:  Mt. Diablo g&icksilver Mine
‘ L Gontra Costa County, California

Contract No, : Idm-E544
"INTRODUC TION
| Pursuant to the Oi:erating Comrnitteets, DMEA, request
of Fe!ﬁruary 13, .1.§56, for information regarding e_c{uipment_ a..nd sup-
plies an& for information regarding exp}.m:ati-;m work:coz'xduclted by
' Cordero 'Mining'c-ompa;ny, the pﬁopert} was inspaéted Februat;:y 28,
| 1956 by B. H. Sheahan and Walte:r Bank of the Bureau of Mmes.
Recent explorauon o}peratlons were digcussed mth Mr. H. A Peter~
so-n, who was foreman for Cordero .Mining Company and with Mz,
Vic Blombérg, a fe‘sideﬁt stockholder at the Mt, Diablo; {-zuick‘sﬂver
mine.
A conference w}v?.s held with Mr. Roscoe M. Smith pf the
Geologlical Sulrvey,. who had interviewed.both Megars. 5. H, Willisgton,
p_résident and J. Eldon Giihert, manager of Cordero. Mining Co.
The propexty was 1d3.e when inspected,. Water from mtense
rain storms during Deaember 1955 increased the flow of undergroum'i

water which flooded the mine to £he 130-foot level, No wo'rk was done
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A connection with old workings was made by raising about 15 feet to an

_ afte:t} this period, and ne_g'otiations are now being made by the ov_'mex;s .

2,

-

to ipgeres.t_ either Sonoma Quicksﬂ,ver Minmg Company or Nevada
Schgelitg’: Gdrp-oratic_m in the m'.in:e. : - |
. STAMEMENT OF OPERATIONS
'CorcieJ;'(-a Mining C:ompany_expended over $60, 000 on their .
exploration eperation. The main shaft was dewatered .and reconditioned,

and 1,017 feet of drifts and crosscuts were driven oﬁ the 300-foct level,

old incline winze. The existing furnace plant was repaired, and a
trestle was constructed from the shaft to the ore bin. Most of the
drifts were timbered,

Sample §-430, takem from the dump and believed to represent

the approximate grade of the material, contained 2. 6; 1bls.. mercury per,
ton. Sampie S-_43.1, taken from the last few tons deposited on the end
of the duinp, contained 3.5 lbs. mercury per ton.

Water from the 300 level was pumped to the surface and con-
veyed through two transite pip.é liﬁes 1o land nort_l.;w-est of the mine.
B.cith th# water line and ven‘ciiatit‘m fube are disconnected at this time:
New equipment installed bj;’ the Cordero Mining Company included a
330 cfm aix COmMpresaor, a W.rentilatiozx blgv;er, a pumnp, pipe iinf_zs,

st

two mine cars and an alr receiver. Mine timber was the main supply

. item at the property and was more than equivalent to the amount when

the properiy was previously inspected April 4, 1955.
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3.
The Cordero _;_\./Iimng ‘Company r'eaghég the obj Qt:iﬁ_‘f__? and
target of the work; origﬁnally planned by contract Icim«-Eiéfi.
CONCLUSIONS | |
'I‘heré is now sufficient information comi:il&d to prepé.ré
a final ﬁpoff on the property. The ore body.discovereﬂ by'édrdero
Mining Cc;mpé,ny in the target area was not lé.rge snough to enc.ourage
. them to continue operations... It is not known when the mine will be
reopened, but it will require at least three months time to dewai;er
the; mimar‘ax'zd reopen w.orkings.‘ |
Mr. Roscoe Smith ha‘(i interviewed 8. H. Williston and J.
Eldop Gilbert, (.301-&;1'0 Min?.x.zg C.Gmpany on. February 27, 1956 and
makes the following comments: |
"Cordero explored the target area w»ithout DMEA partici-
pation. A few émall sl_mWings of cinnabar and a few tons of ave a\.rer—
aging 3 to 10 pounds per ton were discovered. -
"The accompanying map was prepared by Wisser a:mi Cox,
consulting geologists, 5_5‘New Montgomery Street, San Francis;co;
for Cordero. Reserves were not calculated in tons but the map re- '
veals that the ore bodies are too small 'td'interést Cordero. 'The mine
is now closed and has filled with water,
” ”J’uci_g:}n‘g from the ore occurrences shown on the' mayp, a
" few hundred tons of ore containing from 3 to IO'poﬁhds of ‘quicksilver

per ton is indicated above the 360-foot level in the winze area. Wisger
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and Cox recommended additional exploration to the west and also to
the east along the fﬁain shéa,r zohé. Edga-i“_Bailey' r‘ecommend‘s;éxn ‘
;;;loration a:long- the bhanging wall .c.ontact to the éaét in the a?ea'\éhere'
a 40° dip 19 sho?m. Cordero Mining Co. has oo plans to cqnti:nﬁa ex-
pl;aration at the property or to mine fhe or‘e. show&ﬁgs' that were ioﬁnd.
They repofi; that Sonoma =QﬁcksiiVe'r Mining Co and Nevada Scheelite
Corp. are both interested i_n obtaining a lease on the prq_perty ant_i are
now negotiating for it, - 'fﬂpbw bi?'{\ﬁ%vﬁ:: |

P Mr, Willis;ton, feported that the Co.rderc 'Miriiai_g Co. did not
use materials or suppliezf that were the property of Jonas-and .T&;hnson.
All mamifriala and suppiieg__ that were on ‘the property at the thrie Co"x-de':f:o .
'enté:;‘éd the premises are gtilt t}ffre"- .ali:hou_gh some may have ¢ disappeared
earlier, According to Williston, the lease that Jopas and Johnson had
with the Mi. Diab};c) yiuin_g Co. pr‘ovidgci ﬁmt J onas and Jobnson had
92&&}*3‘ in vﬁaiéh to remove all of their equipment and suppli-e's from the
property a.ftc;,r-'wor'k had ’beén stopped. After the'é_o-day period had ex—;
plred, and after the Gavel;hm ent had been asked to remove the eqguip-
ment but failed to do s.o, Go*xfdaro- 5epai'red and used the, hoi.‘st. Jona's'.
an'd J olmlson locked the hoist h'oﬁs e sometime during the course of ‘
Corde;ro‘s work, . Cordero removed the locks,

UPrior to. ent;arin_'g the premises, éoi'dero Mining Co. em-

ployed an independent machinery cormpany to appraise the equipmnnt ,
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5.

owned jointly by the Government, Jonad and .Toh_néc‘»;n, and Ronnie B.
Smith. The total appraisal was $2, 600. |

' "Tﬁe' work done under bhe DMEA contract {see map) did not
dist;,over any c;r'e nor did it reach the target area. The ‘Work. done by
Cordero Mining Co. exploraci the target alfea with 'a, rumber of erosg~
cuts and wi.,th'several test holes drilled from fhe crosscuts, and aigﬁiﬁ-
cant ore bédjes wér-e noi: digcovered. Inasmuch as a lien againgt this
property would discourage any operator from additlonal exploration
and because the work mth Governm éﬁt funds did not find any ore, I
recommenid ﬂ;a:tlno c-ertifica.igion be issued. Edpar Eai_l'ey concurs in this
recf}mm enda;tion. ' |

"A major contribution to the va.luf;__' of the property was the

d}?scovery b;.y Cordero Mining Co. of 2 means for disposing of acid

mine wé,ters to the satisfaction of the State Water Polution Board. "

bt v b,

=z -:Aféé/// oy
Befjamin H, Sheahan
Mining Engineer
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