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Step 2.  Per Gallon and Per Day Assessments for Discharge Violations - For discharges
resulting in violations, use Table 1 and/or Table 2 to determine Per Gallon and/or
Per Day Assessments. Depending on the particular language of the ACL statute
being used, either or both tables may be used. Multiply these factors by per
gallon and/or per day amounts as described below. Where allowed by code,
both amounts should be determined and added together. This becomes the
initial amount of the ACL for the discharge violations.

Step3. Per Day Assessments for non-Discharge Violations — For non-discharge
violations, use Table 3 to determine per day assessments. Multiply these factors
by the per day amount as described below. Where allowed by the California
Water Code, amounts for these violations should be added to amounts (if any)
for discharge violations from Step 2, above. This becomes the initial amount of
the ACL for the non-discharge violations.

Step 4. Adjustment Factors - Adjust the initial amounts for each violation by factors
addressing the violator’s conduct, multiple instances of the same violation, and
multiple day violations.

Step5, Total Base Liability Amount~ Add the adjusted amounts for each violation from
Step 4.

Thereafter, the Total Base Liability amount may be adjusted, based on consideration of the
following:

Step 6.  Ability to Pay and Ability to Continue in Business — If the ACL exceeds these
amounts, it may be adjusted downward provided express findings are made to
justify this.

Step7. Other Factors as Justice May Require — Determine if there are additional factors
that should be considered that would justify an increase or a reduction in the
Total Base Liability amount. These factors must be documented in the ACL
Complaint. One of these factors is the staff costs of investigating the violations
and issuing the ACL. The staff costs should be added to the amount of the ACL.

Step8.  Economic Benefit— The economic benefit of the violations must be determined
based on the best available information, and the amount of the ACL should
exceed this amount. (Note that the Economic Benefit is a statutory minimum for
ACLs issued pursuant to California Water Code section 13385.)

Step9.  Maximum and Minimum Liability Amounts - Determine the statutory maximum
and minimum amounts of the ACL, if any. Adjust the ACL to ensure it is within

these limits.

Step 10.  Final Liability Amount — The final liability amount will be assessed after
consideration of the above factors. The final liability amount and significant
considerations regarding the liability amount must be discussed in the ACL
Complaint and in any order imposing liability.

STEP 1 - Potential for Harm for Discharge Violations

Calculating this factor is the initial step for discharge violations. Begin by determining the actual
or threatened impact to beneficial uses caused by the violation using a three-factor scoring
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system to quantify: (1) the potential for harm to beneficial uses; (2) the degree of toxicity of the
discharge; and (3) the discharge’s susceptibility to cleanup or abatement for each violation or
group of violations.

Factor 1: Harm or Potential Harm to Beneficial Uses

The evaluation of the potential harm to beneficial uses factor considers the harm that may
result from exposure to the pollutants or contaminants in the illegal discharge, in light of the
statutory factors of the nature, circumstances, extent and gravity of the violation or
violations. The score evaluates direct or indirect harm or potential for harm from the
violation. A score between 0 and 5 is assigned based on a determination of whether the
harm or potential for harm is negligible (0), minor (1), below moderate (2), moderate (3),
above moderate (4), or major (5).

0 = Negligible - no actual or potential harm to beneficial uses.

1 = Minor - low threat to beneficial uses (i.e., no observed impacts but potential impacts
to beneficial uses with no appreciable harm).

2 = Below moderate — less than moderate threat to beneficial uses (i.e., impacts are
observed or reasonably expected, harm to beneficial uses is minor).

3 = Moderate - moderate threat to beneficial uses (i.e., impacts are observed or
reasonably expected and impacts to beneficial uses are moderate and likely to
attenuate without appreciable acute or chronic effects).

4 = Above moderate — more than moderate threat to beneficial uses (i.e., impacts are
observed or likely substantial, temporary restrictions on beneficial uses (e.g., less
than 5 days), and human or ecolegical health concerns).

5 = Major - high threat to beneficial uses (i.e., significant impacts to aquatic life or human
health, long term restrictions on benefucual uses (e.g., more than five days), high
potential for chromc effects to human or ecological health).

Factor 2: The Physical, Chemical, Blologlcal or Thermal Characteristics of the
Discharge

The characteristics of this discharge factor are scored based on the physical, chemical,
biological, and/or thermal nature of the discharge, waste, fill, or material involved in the
violation or violations. A score between 0 and 4 is assigned based on a determination of the
risk or threat of the discharged material, as outlined below. For purposes of this Policy,
“potential receptors” are those identified considering human, environmental and ecosystem
health exposure pathways.

0 = Discharged material poses a negligible risk or threat to potential receptors (i.e., the
chemical and/or physical characteristics of the discharged material are benign and
will not impact potential receptors).

1 = Discharged material poses only minor risk or threat to potential receptors (i.e., the

chemical and/or physical characteristics of the discharged material are relatively
benign or are not likely to harm potential receptors).
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2 = Discharged material poses a moderate risk or threat to potential receptors (i.e., the
chemical and/or physical characteristics of the discharged material have some level
of toxicity or pose a moderate level of concern regarding receptor protection).

3 = Discharged material poses an above-moderate risk or a direct threat to potential
receptors (i.e., the chemical and/or physical characteristics of the discharged
material exceed known risk factors and /or there is substantial concern regarding
receptor protection).

4 = Discharged material poses a significant risk or threat to potential receptors (i.e., the
chemical and/or physical characteristics of the discharged material far exceed risk
factors or receptor harm is considered imminent).

Factor 3: Susceptibility to Cleanup or Abatement

A score of 0 is assigned for this factor if 50% or more of the discharge is susceptible to
cleanup or abatement. A score of 1 is assigned for this factor if less than 50% of the
discharge is susceptible to cleanup or abatement. This factor is evaluated regardless of
whether the discharge was actually cleaned up or abated by the violator.

Final Score — “Potential for Harm”

The scores for the factors are then added to provide a Potential for Harm score for each
violation or group of violations. The total score is used in the “Potential for Harm” axis for
the Penalty Factor in Tables 1 and 2. The maximum score is 10 and the minimum score is
0. :

STEP 2 - Assessments for Discharge Violations

For violations of NPDES permit effluent limitations, the base liability should be established by
calculating the mandatory penalty required under Water Code section 13385(h) and (i). The
mandatory penalty should be adjusted upward where the facts and circumstances of the
violation warrant a higher liability.

This step addresses per gallon and per day assessments for discharge violations. Generally, it
is intended that effluent limit violations be addressed on a per day basis only. Where deemed
appropriate, such as for a large scale spill or release, both per gallon and per day assessments
may be considered. :

Per Gallon Assessments for Discharge Violations

Where there is a discharge, the Water Boards shall determine an initial liability amount on a per
gallon basis using on the Potential for Harm score and the extent of Deviation from Requirement
of the violation. These factors will be used in Table 1 below to determine a Per Gallon Factor
for the discharge. Except for certain high-volume discharges discussed below, the per gallon
assessment would then be the Per Gallon Factor multiplied by the number of gallons subject to
penalty multiplied by the maximum per gallon penalty amount allowed under the California
Water Code.
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. TABLE1 - Per Gallon Factor for Discharges

Potential for Harm

Deviation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
from
Requirement
Minor

0.005| 0.007| 0.009 | 0.011 | 0.060| 0.080 0.100 0.250 0.300 | 0.350
Moderate

0.007 | 0.010| 0.013 | 0.016 | 0.100| 0.150| 0.200| 0.400| 0.500 ] 0.600
Major

0.010| 0.015| 0.020| 0.025| 0.150 | 0.220| 0.310| 0.600! 0.800 | 1.000

The Deviation from Requirement reflects the extent to which the violation deviates from the
specific requirement (effluent limitation, prohibition, monitoring requirement, construction
deadline, etc.) that was violated. The categories for Deviation from Requirement in Table 1

are defined as follows:

Minor — The intended effectiveness of the requirement remains generally intact (e.g., while the
requirement was not met, there is general intent by the discharger to follow the

requirement).

Moderate — The intended effectiveness of the requirement has been partially compromised
(e.g., the requirement was not met, and the effectiveness of the requirement is only

partially achieved.

Major — The requirement has been rendered ineffective (e.g., discharger disregards the

requirement, and/or the requirement is rendered ineffective in its essential functions).

For requirements with more than one part, the Water Boards shall consider the extent of the

violation in terms of its adverse impact on the effectiveness of the most significant requirement.

High Volume Discharges

The Water Boards shall apply the above per gallon factor to the maximum per gallon amounts

allowed under statute for the violations involved. Since the volume of sewage spills and
releases of stormwater from construction sites and municipalities can be very large for sewage

spills and releases of municipal stormwater or stormwater from construction sites, a maximum
amount of $2.00 per gallon should be used with the above factor to determine the per gallon
amount for sewage spills and stormwater. Similarly, for releases of recycled water that has

been treated for reuse, a maximum amount of $1.00 per gallon should be used with the above

factor. Where reducing these maximum amounts results in an inappropriately small penalty,
such as dry weather discharges or small volume discharges that impact beneficial uses, a
higher amount, up to the maximum per gallon amount, may be used.

Per Day Assessments for Discharge Violations

Where there is a discharge, the Water Boards shall determine an initial Iiabiliiy factor per day
based on the Potential for Harm score and the extent of Deviation from Requirement of the
violation. These factors will be used in Table 2, below, to determine a Per Day Factor for the

violation. The per day assessment would then be the Per Day Factor multiplied by the

maximum per day amount allowed under the California Water Code. Generally, it is intended

that effluent limit violations be addressed on a per day basis. Where deemed appropriate, such
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