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TABLE of REQUIRED REVISIONS 
City of Atascadero Draft Storm Water Management Program (SWMP) 

 
Acronyms/Abbreviations: 
App. - Appendix 
BMP - Best Management Practice 
City - City of Atascadero 
E&SC - Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
General Permit - Phase II Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

Systems General Permit (MS4) 
IDDE - Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
LID - Low Impact Development 

MCM - Minimum Control Measure 
MG - Measurable Goal 
NA - Not Applicable 
POC - Pollutant of Concern 
SWPPP - Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
SOP - Standard Operating Procedure Handbook 
Water Board - Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Y - Year(s) 

 
Item 
No 

SWMP 
Section 

BMP 
ID# 

Subject Problem Required Revisions Status 

1 2.1  Table 1 Key Water Quality 
Criteria 

Staff found several non-functioning 
internet hyperlinks listed in Table 1. 

The City must check all hyperlinks and revise to 
provide functional links.  

Hyperlinks updated and are now functional (as of 
3/10/09) 

2 4.3 ID 3 Illicit discharges, 
specifically mobile 
washers and City’s 
term Street Wash 
Water 

On page 54, the City lists “Street Wash 
Water” as one of the non-stormwater 
categories the City will regulate through 
an ordinance.  The paragraph following 
the list, however, indicates the City does 
not regulate all of the categories.  The 
General Permit states the MS4 must, 
"To the extent allowable under State or 
local law, effectively prohibit, through 
ordinance, or other regulatory mechan-
ism, non-storm water discharges into the 
MS4 and implement appropriate en-
forcement procedures and actions;..." 
(page 9 section D.2.c.3) 
 
The IDDE ordinance (BMP ID 3A) is not 
sufficient. The City only addresses some 
of these non-stormwater illicit discharges 
through Public Education and Outreach.  
Surrounding cities and San Luis Obispo 
County SWMPs include mobile pressure 
and commercial vehicle washers in their 
regulation of non-stormwater through 
ordinances.  Atascadero must have simi-
lar authority to prevent discharges from 
mobile washers into the City's MS4. 

The City must clarify the language in Section 4.3 to 
meet the requirements of the General Permit for 
section D.2.c.3. Include mobile pressure washers and 
mobile commercial vehicle washers in the City’s 
regulation and definition of street wash water. 

Language added to clarify that the City will adopt an 
ordinance prohibiting non-stormwater discharges into 
MS4. 
 
Updated bulleted list of ‘categories of non-stormwater 
discharges or flows found to be potential contributors of 
pollutants to the MS4’ to explicitly include mobile 
pressure washers and mobile commercial vehicle 
washers. 

3 4.4 Table 
11 

Construction Site 
Runoff Control 

In Table 11, the BMP CON 1B language 
is confusing. 

The City must clarify CON 1B to indicate, “100% of City 
staff with discretional review duties are trained to 

Modified text to read exactly as suggested. 
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BMPs ensure each project includes appropriate BMPs 
needed and are in conformance with City-adopted 
BMP Reference Manuals and City Standards.” 

4 4.4 CON 
1A 

Construction – 
Discretionary 
Review Tools 

In Table 11a, the SWMP language is 
confusing for BMP CON 1A. 
A) The Purpose statement language is 
vague. 
 
B) The City uses inconsistent terms in 
the “BMP Details”. 
 
 
C) The SWMP lacks detail in the 
“Implementation Details” description. 
 
 
 
 
 
D) The City uses the terms “code” and 
“reference manual” inconsistently in the 
“Assessment Measures” description. 
E) The City uses vague and non-specific 
language in “Goals Targeted” 
description. 
 
 
 
 
F) The “Notes” description at the bottom 
of Table 11a is not clear and needs more 
specific information. 

A) The City must indicate what the Community 
Development Department will implement through BMP 
CON 1. 
B) The City uses terms “design guide”, “reference 
manual”, and “manual” several times. Please 
standardize terms or describe separately, if more than 
one document. 
C) The SWMP indicates in Year-1 the City will “Confirm 
E&SC triggers are appropriate.”  The City must explain 
how this will interact with the ordinance and Policy 
8.1.8 (on page 27). We recommend the City post its 
informational brochures and manuals/guides on the 
City’s stormwater webpage. 
D) The City must revise the section and make 
consistent reference to municipal codes, manuals, or 
design guides. 
E) The City must revise the “Goals Targeted” descrip-
tion to indicate, the BMP will “increase awareness of 
public employees, businesses, and the general public 
of about the pollutant potential of in stormwater ru-
noff from construction sites.” 
F) We recommend the City revise the “Notes” to indi-
cate, “Revisions to Grading Ordinances, if required, will 
be distributed for public review prior to Adoption by the 
City Council.  City staff will hold at least one public 
meeting to solicit public input will be held, if revisions 
are required. 

A) Clarified that BMP purpose is to minimize risk of 
construction related discharges 
B) Selected ‘BMP reference manual’ 
C) Added language to clarify  

1. The City will examine the need for and 
possibility of creating an Erosion Control 
Assistance Program utilizing the Upper 
Salinas Las Tablas Resource Conservation 
District as an aid to developers in order to 
minimize sedimentation of creeks and the 
Salinas River. 

2. Review existing municipal code for 
compliance with a list of specific criteria, 
including applicability criteria. 

3. That BMP reference manuals and 
construction site E&SC practices brochure 
will be posted on City’s stormwater webpage 
as part of PE6. 

D) Selected ‘BMP reference manual’ and clarified that 
municipal code revisions may be required to be 
implemented via an ordinance adopted by the City 
council. 
E) Modified wording to read exactly as requested. 
F) Modified wording to read exactly as requested. 

5 4.4 CON 
2 

Table 11 – BMP 
CON 2 Educate 
stakeholders about 
potential pollutants 
associated with 
construction sites. 

A) The BMP description in CON 2 does 
not match that detailed in Table 11b–
CON2 Construction Site Inspections and 
Enforcement. 
B) The brochure for construction site 
runoff control is not scheduled for wider 
distribution through the City’s web page. 
 
 
C) In Table 11, CON 2 BMPs do not 
coordinate with other BMPs in the 
SWMP. 

A) Revise Table 11–CON 2 BMP descriptions to align 
more accurately with Table 11b. 
 
B) The City must post the construction site runoff 
control brochure on the City’s stormwater web page as 
part of its BMP CON 2A commitment to post links for 
Contractor E&SC training opportunities. 
 
C) We recommend the City add a “Note” at the bottom 
of Table 11b indicating the City will coordinate 
construction site inspection information exchanges with 
SLO Green Build and other stakeholders as part of 
BMP PE 1C. 

A) Revised BMP descriptions in table 11 to match work 
described in Table 11b. 
 
 
B) The construction site runoff control brochure will be 
developed under PE4 and posted on the web site 
under PE6. The research and posting of contractor 
E&SC training opportunities to the city’s web site will 
be tracked via CON 2A. 
C) Added note as recommended. 

6 4.4 CON 
3 

Erosion and 
Sediment Control 
(E&SC) Plans 

A) In Table 11c, the City uses vague and 
non-specific language in the “Purpose”, 
“BMP Details,” and “Goals Targeted” 
statements. 
 
 
 

A) The City must modify the “Purpose” description to 
indicate the BMP will “eliminate pollutants in 
construction related discharges”. The City must modify 
the “BMP Details” to correct word ‘commending’ to 
‘commencing’. The City must modify the “Goals 
Targeted” statement to indicate the BMP will: “Increase 
awareness of public employees, businesses, and the 

A) Modified wording to read “Eliminate pollutants in 
construction related discharges to the maximum extent 
practicable.”  
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B) In Table 11c, the SWMP does not 
indicate BMPs and MGs associated with 
CON 3 coordinate with other BMPs and 
MGs. 

general public of the pollutant potential of in 
stormwater runoff from construction sites.” 
B) We recommend the City adds a “Note” at the bottom 
of Table 11c indicating the City will coordinate E&SC 
planning with 1) IDDE tracking (BMP ID 1A) and 2) the 
City staff will follow up construction site enforcement 
actions (lack of SWPPPs or E&SC Plans) as part of 
BMP CON 2. 

 
 
 
B) Modified wording to include information requested. 

7 4.4 CON 
4 

Construction Site 
Complaint 
Mechanisms 

The “Purpose” statement in Table 11d is 
vague. 

Modify the “Purpose” description to indicate the BMP 
will “eliminate pollutants in construction related 
discharges.” 

Modified wording to read “Eliminate pollutants in 
construction related discharges to the maximum extent 
practicable.” 

8 4.5 Post-
Cons
tructi
on 

Post-Construction 
stormwater 
management 
controls Program 
Goals 

A) On page 69, the City’s Program Goal 
III mentions only subdivisions and does 
not include all facilities. Atascadero is 
mostly subdivided, so this language 
would severely limit applicability of post-
construction runoff control measures. 
 
B) The “Goals Targeted” entry in Table 
12e does not adequately describe the 
title, task, or purpose for BMP PC 5. 
 

A) The City must modify the Post-Construction storm-
water management controls Program Goal to indicate, 
“III. Assure a mechanism is in place for long-term main-
tenance of post-construction facilities in new subdivi-
sions development and re-development. 
B) The City must modify the “Goals Targeted” in Table 
12e to indicate the BMP seeks to increase stakeholder 
awareness of the important functions riparian and wet-
land habitats provide to maintain water quality in the 
City’s waterways and groundwater. 

A) Modified wording to read exactly as requested. 
 
 
 
B) Modified wording to read exactly as requested. 
Note Table 12e is now 12d. This was a result of our 
combining PC 3 with CON 2 and deleting PC3. The 
remaining sections and tables were renumbered 
accordingly.  

9 4.5 PC 
1D 

Gain approval of 
interim/long term 
hydromodification 
control plan included 
as Appendix C. 

A) As indicated in our July 10, 2008 letter 
to MS4s, Water Board staff will approve, 
or recommend approval by the Water 
Board, SWMPs that require MS4s to 
adopt and implement interim controls by 
the end of Year-1, and long-term criteria 
during the course of the 5-year permit 
cycle. The SWMP indicates the City will 
develop “interim/long term” 
hydromodification controls to apply to 
eligible projects deemed complete by the 
end of Year-2.  The City makes no 
distinction between interim and long-term 
criteria.   
B) The City presents a Hydromodification 
Plan and a Technical Basis for that Plan 
in SWMP Appendices C and D, 
respectively. Water Board staff has not 
required the City to include the 
hydromodification control requirements in 
the SWMP, but rather to include in the 
SWMP a commitment to develop 
hydromodification control requirements.  
The Water Board has pursued an 
enrollment strategy and schedule for 
Phase II MS4s that does not include 
review of hydromodification controls prior 
to SWMP approval.  The City’s 
Hydromodification Plan is an earnest 
effort by the City and contains several 

A) The City must revise PC 1D to indicate the City will 
“gain approval for interim hydromodification criteria in 
Year-1, and earnestly develop long-term 
hydromodification criteria specific to watersheds within 
the City’s jurisdiction (e.g., Atascadero Creek, Graves 
Creek) during the 5-year permit cycle.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B) The City must remove Appendices C and D and all 
references to them from the SWMP. The City must 
submit its proposed Hydromodification Plan according 
to the schedule described above. 

A) Modified PC 1D to say “Gain approval for interim 
hydromodification control plan.” Added new BMP PC1E 
to include development of long-term hydromodification 
criteria specific to watersheds within the City’s 
jurisdiction. 
 
 
B)  Moved BMP Timetable to reflect development of 
interim and long term hydromodification control plans. 
PC1B and PC1C moved to year 2. 
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good elements. However, because 
Water Board approval of a SWMP 
containing a Hydromodification Plan and 
supporting information could be 
construed as an approval of the Plan and 
concurrence with the supporting 
information, Water Board staff cannot 
recommend approval of the SWMP with 
Appendices C and D. 

10 4.5 PC 
2B 
and 
PC 
2C 

Revise CEQA Initial 
Study Checklist 
(PC2B) and  
Develop a Post-
Construction SWMP 
Checklist (PC2C) 
 

A revised initial study checklist, and a 
Post Construction SWMP review 
checklist, will provide the City’s project 
review staff valuable tools for evaluating 
a project’s proposed stormwater BMPs. 
Delaying implementation of these BMPs 
to Year 3 will unnecessarily limit the 
effectiveness of project review.  
Additionally, PC3C indicates Public 
Works would be including post-
construction stormwater management 
responsibilities as a topic in a “pre-
construction” meeting by end of Year-2–
a year prior to the proposed schedule for 
PC2C to discuss it in a “pre-application 
meeting.” 

The City must revise BMPs PC2B and PC2C to 
indicate the Initial Study Checklist and Post-
Construction SWMP Checklist will be available for 
project review staff by the end of Year-2. 

Modified implementation timetable to reflect Initial 
Study Checklist and Post-Construction SWMP 
Checklist will be available for project review staff by the 
end of Year-2. 

11 4.5 PC 5 Construction 
projects in close 
proximity to riparian 
and wetland habitats 

A) The “Assessment Measures” in Table 
12e indicate the City will tabulate the 
“number of permits issued along creeks 
and account for the percentage of those 
permits that have improvements within 
the 30-ft of the creek bank.” Language in 
BMP PC 5A is vague and does not 
address these “Assessment Measures”. 
B.)The “Goals Targeted” entry listed in 
Table 12e does not adequately describe 
the title, task, or purpose for BMP PC 5. 

A) The City must provide a specific measurable goal in 
Table 12 to track construction in close proximity to 
riparian and wetland habitats throughout the 5-year 
permit cycle.  
 
 
 
B) The City must modify the “Goals Targeted” entry in 
Table 12e to indicate the BMP seeks to increase 
stakeholder awareness of the important functions 
riparian and wetland habitats provide to maintain water 
quality in the City’s waterways and groundwater.  

Combined PC 3 with CON 2 and deleted PC3, 
renumbered subsequent PC BMPs accordingly.  This 
change also impacted the table numbering where table 
12c was eliminated, 12d, became 12c and 12e became 
12d. 
A) New PC4 (was PC5) was modified to include 

tracking projects in close proximity to riparian and 
wetland habitats throughout the 5-year permit 
cycle. 

 
B) Modified wording to read exactly as requested. 

Table 12e now 12d. 
12 4.6 Table 

15 
Sweeping and 
Cleaning Activity 
and BMP GH 2 

Street sweeping is only as good as the 
equipment used to collect the waste and 
identifying where and when to deploy the 
equipment. Although we can presume 
the equipment is effective, the City does 
not provide MGs for preventative 
maintenance or a MG to examine the 
data collected to assure street sweeping 
frequency is adequate, or is deployed to 
the appropriate areas.  

The City must include MGs to assure the street 
sweeping equipment is properly maintained and that 
staff use the information to prioritize the sweeping 
frequency and areas requiring more attention (hot 
spots). 

Added “equipment maintenance” to the list of activities 
included in Table 15. 
Added an analysis component to street sweeping 
measureable goals to assure street sweeping 
frequency is adequate or is deployed in the appropriate 
areas. 

13 4.6 GH 
1A 
and 
GH 
2B 

Municipal Employee 
Training 
Standard Operating 
Procedures 
Handbook 

The City indicates Public Works will 
develop BMP Guidance Documents 
(GH1A) and a Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOP) Handbook (GH2B) in 
Year-1.  The City does not provide a MG 

The City must revise the BMP Implementation 
Timetables for BMPs GH 1A and GH 2B to indicate the 
Public Works department will review and revise, as 
needed, the BMP Guidance Documents and SOP 
Handbooks periodically during the 5-year permit cycle. 

Added BMP GH2B and GH3C to indicate the 
Community Development Department will review and 
revise, as needed, the BMP Guidance Documents and 
SOP Handbooks periodically during the 5-year permit 
cycle. 
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to review and update the guidance 
document and SOP Handbook based on 
new information or experience by City 
staff.  

14 4.6 GH 3 Municipal Facilities 
BMP Intent – Table 
16 

A) The BMP Intent associated with BMP 
GH 3 for Municipal Facilities incorrectly 
lists post-construction management 
issues. 
B) The City lists no BMP Implementation 
Timetable entry for Police Station 
Landscaping Inventory. 
C) City does not list public facilities at the 
Cemetery or Stadium Park. 

A) The City must revise the BMP Intent to match the 
Municipal Facilities BMP Details listed in Table 16c. 
 
B) The City must indicate the year public works staff 
will inventory the Police Station Landscaping. 
 
C) The City must include all facilities for Public Works 
to inventory. 

A) Modified intent to read “Prevent or reduce 
pollutants generated from municipal facilities.” 

 
B) Updated implementation table to reflect the year 

Public Works Department will inventory the police 
station. 

 
C) The City does not maintain any pubic facilities at 

the cemetery. Accordingly, the cemetery was not 
incorporated into GH3. 

15 4.6 GH 
3B 

Develop Standard 
Handbook – Table 
16 

The Measurable Goals and Outcomes 
listed for the Municipal Facilities BMP 
incorrectly indicates details for post-
construction BMPs (E&SC and LID). 

The City must correct the entry to indicate the City will 
develop a Standard Operations Procedures Handbook 
for each facility inventory. 

The SOP is one book that encompasses each type of 
municipal operations. It is not facility specific. 

16 4.6 GH 1 Municipal Employee 
Training and 
Education – Table 
16a 

A) The City indicates City management 
will conduct unscheduled inspections of 
facilities and municipal operations as part 
of BMP GH 1D.  The unscheduled 
inspections, however, do not have 
baseline information for comparisons or 
recommendations for improvements. 
B) The Municipal Employee training 
BMPs do not coordinate with other BMPs 
in the SWMP. 

A) The City must indicate the City managers will 
develop baseline conditions before evaluating the 
facilities or operations. 
 
 
 
B) We recommend the City add a Note at the bottom of 
Table 16a indicating it will provide educational 
opportunities for City staff to participate in Public 
Education and Public Participation BMPs. 

A) The establishment of baseline conditions for 
municipal activities are included as part of GH2. The 
establishment of baseline conditions for municipal 
facilities are included as part of GH3. 
 
B) Added recommended note to the notes section of 
table 16a. 

17 4.6 GH 3 Municipal Facilities – 
Table 16c 

A) BMP Details listed in Table 16c do not 
indicate the type of facilities the City will 
verify for complete Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plans. 
B) Table 16c Implementation Details do 
not match the BMP Implementation 
Timetable in Table 16. 
 
 
 
 
C) The Assessment Measures detailed in 
Table 16c will confirm when the Facility 
Pollution Prevention Plan is developed, 
but provides no assurances it will be 
reviewed or amended based on new 
information, practices, or experience. 

A) The City must indicate it will verify industrial facilities 
and City construction projects have compete SWPPPs. 
 
B) The City must indicate it will conduct inventories and 
develop SOPs in Years 1-5, as shown in Table 16.  
Additionally, the City should remove or revise the 
implementation action for Years 2-5 to “record 
quantities addressed/collected,” which does not appear 
pertinent to BMP GH 3. 
C) The City must indicate it will review, amend, and 
record changes to each Facility Pollution Control 
Manual based on new information and experience 
using the manual.  Note: the City uses Facility Pollution 
Control Manual (FPCM) throughout the SWMP, but 
uses a different term here.  The City must standardize 
the use of the FPCM term. 

A) GH3 modified to reflect verification of SWPPPs for 
industrial facilities and City construction projects. 
 
B) SOPs are for activities, not facilities. Revised 
terminology in GH3 to clarify that SWPPPs will be 
required for all facilities required to have them, but 
other facilities, not subject to SWPPPs will develop 
Facility Pollution Control Manuals if the facility has a 
significant potential to release pollutants to storm 
drains. The Year 2-5 implementation detail is retained 
because it is important to collect and assess pollutant 
potential reduction of activities that take place at each 
facility in order to evaluate if changes to the facility 
(such as additional trash cans, incorporation of a spill 
kit, etc) are necessary.  

18 NA NA Miscellaneous  We found many typographical, grammar, 
and punctuation errors throughout the 
SWMP.  The most obvious are detailed 
here, with our suggestions noted in 
bolded, underlined type.  The City needs 
to carefully review the document to 
improve its readability. 

The City must revise as follows.  
Page 5, footnote 6, misspelled Alteration. 
Pages 37-88, use the correct date in footer. 
Pages 69-78, consistently use re-development 
spelling; make global changes of “new and re-
development” to “new development and re-
development.” 

Typos indicated in adjacent column have all been 
addressed.  
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 Page 79, Table 13 – use symbol (X) listed for “Vehicle 
and Equipment Maintenance and Repair” under 
“Organics” POC. 
Pages 80-81 – the City refers to a “permit” in several 
instances.  Please correct the entries to read “General 
Permit” in all instances referring to the Phase II MS4 
General Permit. 
Pages 81-83 – Table 15 should have captions on all 
subsequent pages. 
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EPI-Ccnter. 1013 Monterey Street. Suite 203, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Phone: 805-i8l-9932 . Fax: 805-i8l-9384

$"n Lu," Obi"po COASTKEEPER'
Central Coast Regional Water Qualf Control Board
ATTN: Tamara Presser
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101
San Luis Obispo, CA9340I

Via: Email (tpresser@waterboards. ca. gov)

Subject: City of Atascadero Stormwater Management Plan

March 30.2009

Dear Ms Presser,

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed Stormwater Management
Plan of the City of Atascadero.

San Luis Obispo COI\STKEEPER ", a program of Environment in the Public Interest, is organized
for the purpose of ensuring that the public has a voice with agencies and offrcial responsible for
enforcing water quality, watershed and coastal planning regulations on the California Central
Coast. As such, the SLO COASTKEEPER'and our 800 central coast supporters are concerned
that the proposed SWMP:

r Is impermissibly vague for some components.
o Does not clearly identify the proposed programs and the financial resources available to

implement the proposed program.
e Fails to provide specificif to all types of education and outreach programs, mechanisms to

measure effectiveness of BMP, and timeline of when it will be done.
o Fails to identifu what and how many of the proposed measures will demonstrate the

protection of water quality in Atascadero.

Specific comments, included in the table below, outline SLO Coastkeeper concerns. I wge the
Regional Board to direct additional modification of the proposal to meet federally mandated
MEP standards prior to final approval.

Respectfullv Subm i tted
,#49', (^At

$an l_.ris Qbiu1..' COASTKEEPER' a Program of Eru'ironment in thc Public lntcrest is a traderrrark and scn'ice mark of

WATERKEEPERU Alliance" Inc. and is licensed for use hercin
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 Use collaborative regional 
partnerships to leverage shared 
resources 

PE1 Partner with Other Municipalities and 
Stake holder Groups 
Distribute stormwater pollution prevention public 
education and outreach information, materials, and 
activities 
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 Provide schools with educational 
materials, conduct classroom 
presentations 

PE2 Public School Outreach 
Emphasize to students in the 4th grade why 
stormwater is important. Program includes the 
identification of stormwater impacts to local water 
bodies and ecosystems, what kids and their 
families can do to prevent stormwater pollution 
and what watershed stewardship service 
opportunities are available. 

� ���������
��� �����������������
��� 
		����
��	������ �������
����
�� 
		�������
����
���������������	
������ �		��������������		�
���������������������		���

 Target outreach materials 
towards homeowners 

PE3 Homeowner Outreach 
Increase awareness of water quality issues and 
achieve voluntary compliance with discharge 
regulations 
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 Target outreach materials 
towards businesses 

PE4 Business Outreach 
Increase awareness of water quality issues and 
achieve voluntary compliance with discharge 
regulations 
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 Target outreach materials 
towards animal owners and 
creek side residents 

PE5 Animal Waste 
Increase awareness of water quality issues 
associated with animal waste 
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 Provide information related to 

stormwater management 
PE6 Establish Resource Library 
To disseminate more detailed public education on 
stormwater controls 
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