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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 

CENTRAL COAST REGION 
81 Hlguera Street, Suite 200 

San  Luis Obispo, California 934015427 

ORDER NO. 95-21 

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 

FRANK CAPURRO AND SON 
VEGETABLE PACKING FACILITY 

MONTEREY COUNN 

The California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, Central Coast Region (hereafter Board), 
finds: 

Frank Capurro and Son, (hereafter Discharger) 
originally filed a Report of Waste Discharge on 
November 22, 1971, in accordance with 
Section 13260 of the California Water Code. 
The report was filed on behalf of the discharger 
for authorizationto dischargevegetable process 
water within the watershed of Bennett Slough 
near Moss Landing Harbor. 

2. The Discharger operates a vegetable packing 
facility located adjacent to Bennett Slough. 
Bennett Slough is interconnected with Elkhorn 
Slough and Moss Landing harbor. The 
facilities are as shown on Attachment "A" of 
this Order. 

3. The Discharger filed a Report of Waste 
Discharge on May l I, 1994, for permission to 
reuse its vegetable washwater for crop 
irrigation after blending with well water. The 
vegetable washwaterwas previously discharged 
to a spray-disposal area regulated by Waste 
Discharge Requirements adopted by the Board 
on June 14, 1985 (Order No. 85-78). 

4. A monthly average of 20,000 gallons per day 
(84 m3/day) of vegetable washwater will be 
treated and discharged at this facility, however 
the wastewater treatment and disposal system 
has a design capacity of 50,000 gallons per day 
(189 m3/day). Peak daily flow is 
approximately 40,000 gallons per day when 

the processing plant is operating at full 
capacity. 

5. Treatment consists of screening and settling. 
The vegetable wash water is blended with well 
water in the settlinglstorage pond. The ratio of 
well water to vegetable wash water is 
approximately 300: 1. Water from the pond is 
used for the irrigation of radish, cilantro, 
parsley, broccoli and kale on approximately 
300 acres of agricultural fields, as shown on 
Attachment "A". A supply water, wastewater 
treatment, and reuse flow diagram is shown on 
Attachment "B" of this Order. 

6. Domestic wastewater generated by Frank 
Capurro and Son is discharged to a separate 
septic tank-leachfield system not regulated by 
this Order. 

7. Soil in the vicinity of the settlinglstorage pond 
consists of sandy and silty soils. Localized 
perched groundwater is in hydraulic continuity 
with the Slough. Shallow groundwater 
movement is toward the slough. The nearest 
water wells are shown on Attachment "A". 

8. These waste discharge requirements are being 
revised and updated pursuant to $13260(b) of 
the California Water Code because of 
significant changes in wastewater disposal 
practices 

9. The Water Oualitv Control Plan. Central 
Coastal Basin, (Basin Plan) was adopted by the 
Board on November 17,1989, and approved by 
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the State Water Resources Control Board on County Vegetable Packing Facility in Watsonville, 
August 10, 1990. The Basin Plan incorporates providing compliance is maintained with the 
statewide plans and policies by reference and following: 
contains a strategy for protecting beneficial 
uses of State waters. 

10. Present and anticipated beneficial uses of 
ground water in the vicinity of the discharge 
include: Domestic and Municipal Supply, 
Industrial Service Supply, and Agricultural 
Supply. 

1 1. These waste discharge requirements are for an 
existing facility and are exempt from provisions 
of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(Public ResourcesCode, Section 21000, et seq.) 
in accordance with Section 15 101, Chapter 3, 
Title 14, of the California Code of Regulations. 

Requirements specified in the proposed Order are 
based on staffs professional judgement and the 
following documents: 

A = Basin Plan 

Throughout the proposed Order and Monitoring and 
Reporting Programs footnotes are included to 
indicate the source of specified requirements. 
Requirements not referenced are based on 
professional judgement or c,arried . over . from the 
previous Order. 

A. PROHIBITIONS 

12. Discharge of waste is a privilege, not a right, 1. Discharge to areas other than designated 
and authorization to discharge is conditional agricultural field shown on Attachment "A", is 
upon the discharge complying with provisions prohibited. 
of Division 7 of the California Water Code and 
any more stringent effluent limitations 2. Discharge of any wktes including ovekow, 
necessary to implement water quality control bypass, and seepage from transport, treatment, 
plans, to protect beneficial uses, and to prevent or disposal systems to adjacentdrainagewaysor 
nuisance. Compliance with this Order should adjacent properties is prohibited. 
assure this and mitigate any potential adverse 
changes in water quality due to the discharge. 3. Bypass of the treatment facility and di2charge 

of untreated or partially treated wa~tes,$rectly t -. 
13. On February 24,1995, the Board notified the to irrigation fields is prohibited. 

Discharger and interested agencies and persons 
of its intent to update waste discharge 4. Discharge of any wastes other than vegetable 
requirements for the discharge and has process water to the vegetable process 
provided them with a copy of the proposed wastewater system is prohibited. 
order and an opportunity to submit written 
views and comments. B. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS 

14. After considering all comments pertaining to 1. Daily flow of vegetable process wastewater 
this discharge during a public hearing on May 
12, 1995, at the Central Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board Conference Room in 
San Luis Obispo, this Order was found 
consistent with the above findings. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to authority 
in Section 13263 of the California Water Code, 
Frank Capurro and son, its agents, successors, and 
assigns, may discharge waste at its north Monterey 

averaged over each month shall not exceed 
50,000 gallons (180 m'). 

2. Vegetable process wastewater facilities shall be 
designed to store or properly dispose of 
wastewater and storm water runoff from the 
25-year, 24-hour, storm. 

3. Effluent discharged from the storagelsettling 
pond shall not exceed the following limitations: 
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Daily 
Constituent Units Maximum 
Electrical Conductivity urnhos/cm 4000 
Total Nitrogen (as N) m@ 20 

4. Effluent discharged to disposal pond shall not 
have a pH less than 6.5 or greater than 8.4! 

5. Freeboard shall exceed 2 feet (0.6 m) in the 
disposal pond. 

6. Extraneous surface drainage shall be excluded 
from wastewater treatment system. 

C. GROUND WATER LIMITATIONS 

1. The discharge shall not cause nitrate 
concentrations in the ground water 
downgradient of the irrigation areas to exceed 
8 mg/l (as N).* 

2. The discharge shall not cause concentrations of 
chemicals and radionuclides in underlying 
groundwater to exceed limits set forth in Title 
22, Chapter 15, Articles 4, 4.5, and 5 of the 
California Code of Regulations! 

D. PROVISIONS 

1. The requirements prescribed by this Order 
supersede the requirements prescribed by Order 
No. 85-78, Waste Discharge Requirements for 
Capurro and Sons, Inc., Vegetable Packing 
Facility, Monterey County, adopted by the 
Board on September 15, 1985. Order No. 85- 
78 is hereby rescinded. 

2. Discharger shall comply with "Monitoring and 
Reporting Program No. 95-2 1, as specified by 
the Executive Officer. 

3. A high-water alarm system shall be installed in 
the storagelsettling pond. Daily inspection of 
the pond may suffice as an alternative to 
installation of an alarm system. 

4. Back-flow prevention devices shall be installed 
on all wells where chemigatiodfertigation will 

be utilized, and/or where wells are connected to 
a wastewater discharge system. 

5. Back flow device improvements shall 
incorporate appropriate back flow designs' as 
per Title 17 of the California Code of 
Regulations, and are subject to the review and 
approval of the Director of Environmental 
Health. 

6. The Regional Board shall be allowed: 

a. entry upon premises where records must 
be kept under the conditions of this 
Order; 

b. access to copy any records that must be 
kept under the conditions of this Order; 

c. to inspect any facility, equipment 
(including monitoring and control 
equipment), practices, or operations 
regulated or required under this Order; 
and - '  

d. to photograph, sample, and monitor for 
the purpose of showing compliance with 
this Order. 

7. After notice and opportunity for a hearing, this 
Order may be terminated or modified for cause, 
including, but not limited to: 

a. violation of any term or condition 
contained in this Order; 

b. obtaining this Order by misrepresentation, 
or by failure to disclose fully all relevant 
facts: 

c. a change in any condition or 
endangerment to human health or 
environment that requires a temporary or 
permanent reduction or elimination of the 
authorized use; and 

d. a material change in character, location, 
or volume of the reclaimed wastewater. . 
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8. This Order does not authorize commission of 
any act causing injury to the property of 
another, does not convey any property rights of 
any sort, does not remove liability under 
federal, state, or local laws. 

9. The User shall take all reasonable steps to 
minimize or correct adverse impacts on the 
environment resulting from non-compliance 
with this Order. 

10. Provisions of this Order are severable. If any 
provision of the order is found invalid, the 

! remainder of the Order shall not be affected. 

12. Pursuant to Title 23, Chapter 3, Subchapter 9, 
of the California Code of Regulations, the 
Discharger must submit a written report to the 
Executive Officer not later than Septembqr 1, , 

1999 addressing: 

a. Whether there will be changes in the 
continuity, character, location, or volume 
of the discharge; and , 

b. Whether, in their opinion, there is any 
portion of the Order that is incorrect, 
obsolete, or otherwise in need of revision. 

11. The User shall furnish, within a reasonable 
time, any information the Regional Board may .... , s . . ,  . . .  .,-:. A..:.*;..,:d~! *+ ::.:,: 

. , request to determine conipliance with this ..,-..,I ,,..A ,., .:- . . .. ~.i:~;~+~~~~~x...? 
Order or to determine whether cause exists for . .  . i.. ... . O: :.. . ,* . :r. . :-:.: -.-i, 5 %  t&jsziagl*+;yjL 

f <,: " .  -, : modifying or terminating this Order. . . ,> , & ) : , : A , . ,  .+ .. :., 

, . *  , .. : . . , ," , . i.:.,, ' .:..:i .* 

. . . . , . . . . .. , ,  $:+ ,,".,.~ ,' . . i a . ~ : , ~  .!,?;. J: .&?:$ d&>itji&; . . 

I, ROGER W. BRIGGS, Executive Officer, do hereby certify kat the foregoing isba full,.tiue, and correct copy 
of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast Regi%%.,ou,$%y 12, 

. . 
< , .. 

1995. . .. . , . + t i , .  . . . .*. - . 
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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
CENTRAL COAST REGION 

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM NO. 96-21 

FOR 
CAP- 

F P-G FAclllly - 
Water Suuolv Monitoring 

Representative samples of the water supply used for washing operations shall be collected and analyzed as 
follows: 

Constituent Units Sample Type Sampling Frequency 

Electrical Conductivity pmos/cm Grab Annually ('July 

Sodium mg/l Grab " I, 

Chloride mg/l Grab n " 

Sulfate mg/l Grab n 11 

Nitrate (as N) mg/l Grab I 
I 

Total Nitrogen (as N) mg/l Grab n 11 

Flow Monitorinr 

Volumes of wastewater discharged to the disposal pomd shall be measured as follows: 

Constituent Units Sample Type Sampling Frequency 

Flow Volume @d Metered Daily 

Maximum Daily Flow ?Pd -- Monthly 

Average Daily Flow w d Calculated Monthly 
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Efnuent Monitoring 

Representative samples of the effluent discharged from the disposal pond, shall be collected and analyzed for 
the following constituents: 

Constituent Units Sample Type Sampling Frequency 

PH PH Grab Annually (July) 

Dissolved Oxygen mg/l Grab W n 

Electrical Conductivity pnos/cm Grab " M 

Total Nitrogen (as N) mg/l Grab 0 I 1  

Nitrate (as N) mg/l Grab I( 91 

Wastewater Facilitv Insnection 

The discharger shall make at least weekly inspections of the treatment and disposal systems. In making the 
inspection, the discharger shall note compliance status with this Order. A log of these inspections shall be 
maintained. A summary of inspections shall be submitted with each semi-annual monitoring report. 

Reporting 

Semi-annual monitoring reports, and laboratory analysis sheets, shall be submitted by the last day of Feburuary 
and August. 

O R D E R E D 1  vddhr 
Executive fficer 

Date 

bwhi4/95-21 mrp 



8' 

INTEHKSTED PARTIES LIST " '-' Barron 
C:,\PIIRRO SONS, INC., MONTEREY C A ~ A G  
COIINTY, ORDER NO. 95-21 
os of April 17, 1995 

P.O. Box 838 
Marina, CA 93933-0838 

Ronald Lunquist Catherine Ma, State DHS 
Monterey Co. Public Works Dept. Office of Drinking Water 
3 12 E. hlisal 2 15 1 Berkeley Way. Room 458 
Salinas, CA 9390 1-4303 Berkeley, CA 94704-10 1 1 

Mike Rugg, AWQB Wendell Montes 
State Departmenl of Fish and Game Monterey Co. Bldg./Plan. Dept. 
P.O. Box 47 I200 Aguahito Road, Room 003 
Yountville, CA 94599 Monterey, CA 93940 

State Department of Water Resources 
3374 East Shields 
Fresno. CA 93726 

m o n t e r e y  Co. Envi. Health Dept. 
9 Attn. Mary Anne Dennis 

1270 Natividad 
Salinas, CA 93906-3 198 

EF 

M ~ k e  Manfry r 
Capurro and Sons, Inc v-s 
2250 Salinas Road &-:: 
Watsonville, C A  95076 r2-u 

p -- 1 

t. -! 
__I. 

John Youngeman, SWRCB 
Div. of Water Quality +=vd 
P.O. Box 100 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100 




