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Transmitted	
  via	
  email	
  to	
  <commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov>	
  
	
  
September	
  15,	
  2011	
  
	
  
Jeanine	
  Townsend,	
  Clerk	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  	
  
State	
  Water	
  Resources	
  Control	
  Board	
  
1001	
  I	
  Street,	
  24th	
  Floor	
  [95814]	
  
P.O.	
  Box	
  100	
  
Sacramento,	
  CA	
  95812-­‐0100	
  
	
  
Subject:	
  	
  Proposed	
  FY	
  11-­‐12	
  Waste	
  Discharge	
  Permit	
  Fund	
  Program	
  Regulatory	
  Fee	
  

Schedule	
  for	
  Stormwater	
  (State	
  Water	
  Resources	
  Control	
  Board	
  Meeting,	
  
September	
  19,	
  2011,	
  Agenda	
  Item	
  9)	
  

	
  
Dear	
  Ms.	
  Townsend,	
  
	
  
The	
  municipalities	
  of	
  West	
  Valley	
  Clean	
  Water	
  Program1	
  (WVCWP)	
  strongly	
  
opposes	
  the	
  proposed	
  34.9%	
  fee	
  increase	
  for	
  area-­‐wide	
  permits	
  for	
  municipal	
  
separate	
  storm	
  sewer	
  systems	
  (MS4s)	
  contained	
  in	
  the	
  proposed	
  2011-­‐2012	
  Fee	
  
Schedules	
  to	
  be	
  considered	
  by	
  the	
  State	
  Water	
  Resources	
  Control	
  Board	
  at	
  its	
  
September	
  19,	
  2011	
  meeting	
  (Item	
  9).	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Santa	
  Clara	
  Valley	
  Urban	
  Runoff	
  Program	
  (SCVURPPP),	
  we	
  echo	
  the	
  
concerns	
  enumerated	
  in	
  their	
  comment	
  letter,	
  dated	
  September	
  15,	
  and	
  by	
  reference	
  we	
  
include	
  the	
  stated	
  findings	
  in	
  our	
  opposition	
  to	
  the	
  proposed	
  fee	
  increase	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  respectfully	
  remind	
  the	
  Board,	
  while	
  our	
  local	
  agencies	
  are	
  subject	
  to	
  newer	
  and	
  more	
  
costly	
  Municipal	
  Regional	
  Permit	
  (MRP	
  adopted	
  October	
  2009)	
  requirements,	
  we	
  are	
  at	
  
the	
  same	
  time	
  severely	
  restricted	
  by	
  Proposition	
  218	
  from	
  imposing	
  or	
  increasing	
  fees	
  to	
  
fund	
  increased	
  compliance	
  costs.	
  	
  As	
  four	
  of	
  the	
  smaller	
  municipal	
  members	
  of	
  
SCVURPPP,	
  we	
  face	
  unique	
  challenges	
  in	
  balancing	
  the	
  financial	
  disparity	
  of	
  steep	
  
increases	
  in	
  costs	
  of	
  compliance	
  with	
  the	
  NPDES	
  permit,	
  rising	
  costs	
  for	
  overall	
  municipal	
  
operation	
  and	
  services	
  and	
  declining	
  municipal	
  revenue	
  and	
  revenue	
  sources.	
  	
  The	
  
automatic	
  21%	
  surcharge	
  added	
  to	
  all	
  stormwater	
  permit	
  fees	
  for	
  the	
  statewide	
  Surface	
  
Water	
  Ambient	
  Monitoring	
  Program	
  (SWAMP)	
  would	
  make	
  the	
  proposed	
  fee	
  increase	
  
even	
  higher.	
  	
  The	
  Board	
  meeting	
  staff	
  report	
  offers	
  no	
  justification	
  for	
  SWAMP.	
  	
  Any	
  fee	
  
increase	
  during	
  the	
  current	
  economic	
  conditions	
  with	
  limited	
  revenue	
  sources	
  would	
  
reduce	
  funding	
  for	
  permittees	
  efforts	
  to	
  support	
  clean	
  water	
  programs.	
  	
  Every	
  dollar	
  
spent	
  on	
  increased	
  permit	
  fees	
  is	
  one	
  less	
  dollar	
  to	
  be	
  spent	
  on	
  permit	
  compliance.	
  	
  	
  
                                                
1 WVCWP	
  is	
  a	
  collaboration	
  of	
  four	
  (4)	
  municipal	
  agencies	
  (Cities	
  of	
  Campbell,	
  Monte	
  Sereno	
  and	
  Saratoga,	
  and	
  Town	
  of	
  Los	
  Gatos),	
  
representing	
  their	
  interest	
  on	
  stormwater	
  related	
  issues.	
  	
  	
  Each	
  municipality	
  is	
  individually	
  names	
  as	
  a	
  co-­‐permittee	
  to	
  the	
  region-­‐wide	
  
municipal	
  stormwater	
  NPDES	
  permit	
  (MRP)	
  to	
  discharge	
  to	
  South	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Bay,	
  and	
  member	
  agencies	
  of	
  the	
  Santa	
  Clara	
  Valley	
  
Urban	
  Runoff	
  Pollution	
  Prevention	
  Program	
  (SCVURPPP). 
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