
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING - DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

JANUARY 20, 2005

ITEM 9

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PRELIMINARY FUNDING COMMITMENT OF UP TO $30,000 TO THE PLANNING AND CONSERVATION LEAGUE FOUNDATION (PCLF) FOR THE CARMEL RIVER WATERSHED ACTION PLAN (ACTION PLAN) FROM THE WATERSHED PROTECTION SUBACCOUNT ESTABLISHED IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (PROPOSITION 13)

DISCUSSION

On May 17, 2001, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) adopted Resolution No. 2001- 060 which approved a project list for the Proposition 13 Watershed Protection Program and gave the Executive Director or designee the authority to negotiate, execute, and amend contracts to implement projects.  The Carmel River Watershed Management Plan was one of the projects on the approved list.  

Recent developments and actions taken by the owner of the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River make the removal of that dam a viable possibility that was not assessed in the original Carmel River Watershed Management Plan.  The PCLF has secured funds of approximately $30,000 through a grant from the California Coastal Conservancy to help develop an additional Action Plan to supplement the Carmel River Watershed Management Plan.  The PCLF is requesting $30,000 to complete the Action Plan.  This Action Plan will, in part, study the effects of dam removal, sediment management, and opportunities for restoration and enhancement projects in the Carmel River Watershed after removal of the San Clemente Dam.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB authorize a grant of up to $30,000 from the Proposition 13 Watershed Protection Subaccount for the PCLF to complete the Action Plan? 

FISCAL IMPACT
Section 79075 and 79076 of Proposition 13 created the Watershed Protection Subaccount and transferred the sum of $90,000,000 from the Watershed Protection Account to the subaccount for the purposes for implementing the program.  Section 79080(2)(b) of the Water Code specifies that no more than 15 percent of the subaccount may be used for planning projects.  The impact to the subaccount appropriation is as follows:

	Local assistance allocation for planning
	$12,420,000

	Funds previously committed to planning
	$10,618,987

	Current balance
	$1,801,013

	Total requested funds
	$   30,000

	Remaining balance, if approved
	$1,771,013


RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB adopt a resolution to approve a preliminary funding commitment of up to $30,000 from the Proposition 13 Watershed Protection Subaccount for the PCLF to complete the Action Plan.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2005 -

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PRELIMINARY FUNDING COMMITMENT OF UP TO $30,000 TO THE PLANNING AND CONSERVATION LEAGUE FOUNDATION (PCLF) FOR THE CARMEL RIVER WATERSHED ACTION PLAN (ACTION PLAN) FROM THE WATERSHED PROTECTION SUBACCOUNT ESTABLISHED IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (PROPOSITION 13)

WHEREAS:

1. Proposition 13 was approved by the voters in the March 7, 2000, primary election; 

2. Proposition 13 created the Watershed Protection Program (WPP) at Water Code Section 79075;

3. On May 17, 2001, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) adopted Resolution No. 2001- 060 approving a WPP project list and authorizing the Executive Director or designee to negotiate, execute, and amend contracts for the development of local watershed management plans in accordance with Water Code section 79075, the WPP    in Proposition 13; 

4. The Carmel River Watershed Plan was one of the projects on the WPP list;

5. Recent developments make the removal of the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River a viable possibility; and

6. The PCLF is requesting $30,000 to complete an additional Action Plan to supplement the Carmel River Watershed Management Plan.  This additional Action Plan will, in part, study the effects of dam removal, sediment and other variable management, and opportunities for restoration and enhancement projects in the Carmel River Watershed after removal of the San Clemente Dam. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB approves a preliminary funding commitment of up to $30,000 from the Proposition 13 Watershed Protection Subaccount for the PCLF to complete the Action Plan.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on January 20, 2005.





_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin





Clerk to the Board
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