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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

HEARING/WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

MAY 6, 2003

ITEM 1

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A REVISED WORKPLAN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SEDIMENT QUALITY OBJECTIVES (SQOs) FOR ENCLOSED BAYS AND ESTUARIES OF CALIFORNIA

DISCUSSION

In 1989, the California Water Code (CWC) was amended to require the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to develop SQOs as part of a comprehensive program to protect existing and future beneficial water uses within California’s enclosed bays and estuaries.  In 1991, SWRCB prepared a workplan titled Development of Sediment Quality Objectives for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California (91-14 WQ)  (1991 Workplan).  The 1991 Workplan was not implemented due to competing priorities.  SWRCB staff anticipated that the program described in the 1991 Workplan would require seven years to complete.

In 2001, a lawsuit was filed against SWRCB for failing, among other things, to adopt SQOs in accordance with CWC.  The Court agreed with the petitioners, and SWRCB was mandated to develop SQOs.  SWRCB entered into a compliance schedule with the petitioners that requires SWRCB to adopt a scoping document or any necessary revisions to the 1991 Workplan by June 30, 2003.  Prior to adopting a revised workplan, SWRCB must hold a public hearing and workshop.

This workplan was developed following consideration of the tasks identified in the 1991 Workplan for SQO development.  Differences between the 1991 Workplan and this workplan reflect the advances in the science of sediment quality assessment since 1991, funding constraints, and the time schedule mandated by the 2001 legal settlement.  Only those efforts that could reasonably be completed within two or three years and that would be crucial to the development of objectives or implementation policy were given high priority and allotted resources.  The technical approach was developed by the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project under contract by SWRCB.   
POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB:

1. Approve the attached revised workplan for the development of SQOs for California’s enclosed bays and estuaries?

2. Direct the Executive Director or designee to submit the revised workplan to the Legislature?

FISCAL IMPACT

SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT
None.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB:

1.
Adopts the attached revised workplan for the development of SQOs for California’s enclosed bays and estuaries.

2. Directs the Executive Director or designee to submit the revised workplan to the Legislature.

For a copy of the draft revised workplan for the Development of Sediment Quality Objectives, please visit our website at: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/bptcp.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-

ADOPTING A REVISED WORKPLAN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT

OF SEDIMENT QUALITY OBJECTIVES (SQOs) FOR

ENCLOSED BAYS AND ESTUARIES OF CALIFORNIA

WHEREAS:

 1.
California Water Code Section 13393 requires the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to develop SQOs for California’s enclosed bays and estuaries.   

 2.
In 1991, SWRCB adopted a workplan for the development of sediment quality objectives for California’s enclosed bays and estuaries (1991 Workplan) as required under Section 13392.6 of the California Water Code. 

 3.
Due to funding constraints, SWRCB did not implement the 1991 Workplan; consequently, environmental interests filed a lawsuit against SWRCB for failing to develop SQOs in accordance with the 1991 Workplan and the California Water Code.

 4.
In August 2001, the Court agreed with the petitioners and ordered SWRCB to prepare a schedule for revising the 1991 Workplan, developing draft objectives, and adopting the final objectives into a water quality control plan or policy.

 5.
The compliance schedule requires that SWRCB revise and adopt a revised workplan by June 30, 2003.

6.
On May 6, 2003, SWRCB conducted a public hearing and workshop to consider the attached revised workplan.

7.
This revised workplan replaces the 1991 Workplan. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1.
Adopts the attached revised workplan for the development of SQOs for California’s enclosed bays and estuaries.

2.
Directs the Executive Director or designee to submit the revised workplan to the Legislature.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on May 21, 2003.






Debbie Irvin

Clerk to the Board
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