STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

SEPTEMBER 4, 2002

ITEM  5

SUBJECT:

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD OF THE FINAL REPORT OF THE WATER TRANSFER WORKGROUP

DISCUSSION:

On August 14, 2001, Chairman Art Baggett of the State Water Resources Control Board invited individuals interested in water transfers to participate in the Water Transfer Workgroup (Workgroup), coordinated by former SWRCB Executive Director Walt Pettit, for the purpose of addressing issues related to water transfers in California.  The Workgroup’s intent was to identify ways to facilitate those policies of the Board, CALFED, the California Legislature and Administration, which encourage water transfers.   The Final Report is a compilation of papers written by subgroups of the Workgroup and discussed at its monthly meetings.  The report  (1) defines issues specific to water transfers; (2) makes several specific recommendations for further actions; (3) provides a bibliography of transfer-related documents published over the past 25 years, and (4) identifies steps necessary to commence resolution of remaining water transfer issues.  If the Board elects to follow up on any of the Workgroup’s suggestions, the Workgroup recommends that the Board provide expanded opportunity for input from interested parties.

POLICY ISSUES:

None

FISCAL IMPACT:

None

REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT:

None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

None. This is an information item only.

