STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

WORKSHOP SESSION  - DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGAMS

OCTOBER 3, 2002

ITEM 9

SUBJECT

THE LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (LRWQCB) REQUESTS FUNDING FROM THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL FUND CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA) IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,500,000 FOR CONTINUED SITE MAINTENANCE, POLLUTION ABATEMENT AND MONITORING WORK AT LEVIATHAN MINE (MINE)

DISCUSSION

Leviathan Mine is an inactive sulfur mine located in Alpine County.  The State acquired the Mine in 1984 to clean up water quality problems caused by historic mining practices.  Those practices resulted in the generation of acidic mine drainage (AMD).  If left unabated, the acidic and metal-rich AMD discharges to the Leviathan and Aspen creeks would cause adverse water quality impacts.  Jurisdiction over the Mine rests with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), which, in turn, has delegated jurisdiction over cleanup work to the LRWQCB.  In 1985, the LRWQCB completed a pollution abatement system at the Mine, which resulted in dramatic improvements in water quality.  However, that system did not address all pollution problems at the Mine, so contamination, primarily AMD, continues to discharge to Leviathan and Aspen Creeks.

In May 2000, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) designated Leviathan Mine a federal Superfund site and the State of California a potential responsible party.  The State is, therefore, required to provide funding for cleanup and remediation of the Mine under the federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act.  Cleanup actions are further mandated by USEPA’s annual issuance of Administrative Abatement Actions until an ultimate remedy is identified for implementation sometime in 2005.

Since 1987, approximately $1.5 million from the CAA has been committed to various Mine cleanup projects.  Beginning in Fiscal Year 1999, General Fund resources were approved for contract work at the Mine to supplement CAA funding.  The current General Fund level of $1,113,000 is inadequate to expand necessary site maintenance and pollution abatement/characterization projects. The LRWQCB is requesting  $2,500,000 from the CAA to complete USEPA mandated cleanup actions.  Funding is requested for the following specific purposes:

· Site Monitoring:  The USEPA requires the LRWQCB to expand its site monitoring activities.  The LRWQCB is requesting $76,000 to contract for laboratory services beginning in Fiscal Year (FY) 2003-04 through FY 2004-05.  The LRWQCB is also requesting $270,000 for flow monitoring services through a contract with the U.S. Geological Survey beginning in FY 2002-03 through FY 2004-05.  In addition, the LRWQCB is requesting $150,000 to implement groundwater monitoring programs.

· 18-Acre Revegetation Project: The USEPA requires the LRWQCB to increase its current revegetation efforts as a means to protect the project site and to minimize pollutant loading from storm water incidents.  The LRWQCB is requesting $360,000 for this effort.
· Site Assessment and Repairs:  The LRWQCB is requesting $1,294,000 for maintenance of the pollution abatement system at the Mine, including five lined evaporation ponds that capture and evaporate AMD from remnant underground mine workings. 
· Site Access: Mine access crosses United States Forest Service land on an unpaved road.  The LRWQCB is requesting $350,000 to maintain the road to allow safe access for ongoing abatement and monitoring work.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB approve additional CAA money for the continued pollution abatement and characterization work at Leviathan Mine?  

FISCAL IMPACT

Funding Available for Future Commitments
$  4,089,772

This Request
$  2,500,000
Remaining Balance
$  1,589,772

RWQCB IMPACT

The request has the support of the LRWQCB. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The Division of Clean Water Programs recommends that the SWRCB approve the LRWQCB request for $2,500,000 to continue and expand site maintenance, pollution abatement, and monitoring work at Leviathan Mine (as required by USEPA).
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002 - ____

THE LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (LRWQCB) REQUESTS FUNDING FROM THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL FUND CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA) IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,500,000 FOR CONTINUED SITE MAINTENANCE, POLLUTION ABATEMENT AND MONITORING WORK AT LEVIATHAN MINE (MINE)

WHEREAS:

1. The Mine is an inactive sulfur mine owned by the State of California;

2. Historic mining activities have caused pollution problems, primarily from acid mine drainage (AMD) generated at the site, causing adverse water quality impacts in the Mine watershed;

3. Administrative Abatement Orders issued by the United States Environmental Protection Agency  (USEPA) require the LRWQCB to expand its current scope of work to include increased site maintenance and pollution abatement/monitoring work at the Mine;

4. Since 1987, the CAA  has paid for various activities at the Mine to reduce or eliminate pollution;

5. The current annual LRWQCB General Fund budget of $1,113,000 is inadequate to address the continuing pollution abatement activities at the Mine; 

6. The LRWQCB has been unable to secure other funding sources; and

7. Funding is needed to enable expansion and completion of necessary site maintenance and pollution abatement/monitoring activities and comply with modified orders from the USEPA.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board approves funding from the Cleanup and Abatement Account in the amount of $2,500,000 to continue site maintenance, pollution abatement, and monitoring work at Leviathan Mine.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the forgoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on October 17, 2002.


_______________________________


Maureen Marché


Clerk to the Board

