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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING -  DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

JUNE 20, 2002
ITEM  22
SUBJECT

THE NORTH COAST REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (NCRWQCB) REQUESTS $300,000 FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA) FOR WATER CONNECTIONS IN THE WEST COLLEGE AVENUE/CLOVER DRIVE AREA OF SONOMA COUNTY NEAR THE CITY OF SANTA ROSA
DISCUSSION

Groundwater contamination was discovered near the intersection of West College Avenue and Clover Drive near Santa Rosa in 2000.  The contamination involves discharges of tetrachloroethylene (also known as perchloroethylene or PCE) and has affected 30 domestic drinking water wells in the area to date.  The PCE groundwater pollution plume extends southerly and westerly, with some drinking water wells having contamination as high as 576 parts per billion (ppb) of PCE.
  A public health threat exists because of the potential for human exposure to contaminated drinking water from domestic well uses and, potentially, from gases vented to the air from shallow groundwater contamination.
Four responsible parties have been identified to date.  An ongoing effort is underway to determine whether one or more of these parties can pay for some or all the costs associated with the cleanup and abatement.

The NCRWQCB received $100,000 in emergency funds from the CAA in August 2000 to sample domestic wells and provide a temporary or emergency water supply for some residences.  A second request, in the amount of $740,000, was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) at its January 25, 2001, meeting for additional site characterization, project oversight, permanent connections to Santa Rosa’s water system, additional wellhead treatment systems and public outreach associated with human health concerns.  The County and City chose to use $240,000 for permanent water-service connections.

At the referenced January 25, 2001, SWRCB’s board meeting, Chairman Baggett described contributions for water service connections as seed money for a larger effort funded from other sources.  He encouraged all parties to work with residents and local representatives to craft both a political and local funding solution to the long-term problem.  Those statements, along with comments from other board members at the meeting, made it clear that the SWRCB did not intend to provide additional financial support for permanent water-service connections.

The NCRWQCB is now requesting $300,000 in addition to the previous funding provided, to pay for another 73 residential connections to Santa Rosa’s water system.  (The County of Sonoma and Santa Rosa are each supplying $150,000 this year.)  The costs requested from the SWRCB are as follows:
	Task
	Quantity of connections
	Demand Fee
	Water Hookup Connection Estimate
	Cost estimate per connection
	Cost

	Residential connections on West College Ave, Wild Rose & Clover Drives
	38
	$2,250
	$3,250
	$5,500
	$209,000

	Residential connections on Borden Villa Drive
	35
	$2,250
	$350
	$2,600
	$91,000

	
	
	
	Total Cost:
	$300,000


POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB provide funding from the CAA in the amount of $300,000 for connecting residences to Santa Rosa’s water supply system because of domestic well contamination from PCE?

FISCAL IMPACT

	Funding Available for Commitments as of 3/31/02
	$5,540,766

	This Request
	  $   300,000

	Other pending requests 
	$1,134,000

	Balance available for commitments
	$4,106,766

	
	


RWQCB

This request has the support of the NCRWQCB.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The Division of Clean Water Programs (Division) recommends that the SWRCB deny the NCRWQCB request for $300,000 to provide a permanent water supply to residents of West College.  Funding additional connections to Santa Rosa’s water-supply system improves private property with public money.  Division staff does not believe funding additional permanent connections to the water system is an appropriate use of the CAA.

DRAFT

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002-

THE NORTH COAST REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (NCRWQCB) REQUESTS $300,000 FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA) FOR WATER CONNECTIONS IN THE WEST COLLEGE AVENUE/CLOVER DRIVE AREA OF SONOMA COUNTY NEAR THE CITY OF SANTA ROSA
WHEREAS:

1. The NCRWQCB has requested CAA for water connections in the West College Avenue/Clover Drive area of the City of Santa Rosa;

2. The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has previously funded various cleanup and abatement activities associated with perchloroethylene (PCE) contamination at the West College Avenue/Clover Drive site;

3. Funds totaling $840,000 from the CAA have already been committed to the project; and

4. At its January 25, 2001, the SWRCB advised officials representing Santa Rosa, the County of Sonoma, and NCRWQCB to seek funding from other sources for additional private residence service connections to Santa Rosa’s water system.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board denies the NCRWQCB’s request for $300,000 to fund additional permanent water supply connections for residents of the West College area.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on June 20, 2002.







_______________________






Maureen Marché







Clerk to the Board

� The Maximum Contaminant Level for PCE is 5 ppb and the draft Public Health Goal established in 1999 by the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment is 0.056 ppb.





