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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING – DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

APRIL 25, 2002

ITEM: 2
SUBJECT:

CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OR HER DESIGNEE, TO ACCEPT GRANT FUNDS FROM THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, REGION 9, FOR CALIFORNIA/ MEXICO BORDER ACTIVITIES

DISCUSSION:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 (USEPA) has made available $1 million in grant funds for border activities of the State Water Resources Control Board, the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Region, and the Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region. These activities are intended to provide the data needed to identify the impact to the beneficial uses of the New River and Alamo River from sources within the Republic of Mexico, to develop permits for and regulate the discharge of the International Treatment Plant in San Ysidro, and to allow participation by California in binational programs to identify and resolve environmental infrastructure needs in the California/Mexico border region.  Key elements of the work plan include:

· Continuation of participation by the State Water Resources Control Board in the activities of the Border Environment Cooperation Commission (BECC), the North American Development Bank, the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, Border XXI (including participation in the National Coordinators Meetings, the Water Work Group, and the Regional Water Work Group).

· Establishment of a new "Cal/BECC Circuit Rider" program to combine Federal and State funding to increase assistance to California and Baja California border communities in identification and implementation of environmental infrastructure projects.

· Continued technical assistance related to planning, design, and operations and maintenance of the International Wastewater Treatment Plant projects, including secondary treatment process elements to be constructed in the US or Mexico and canyon collector improvements. 

· Continued field observation, construction management oversite and technical advice related to construction of International Wastewater Treatment Plant projects.

· A new effort to provide technical assistance to USEPA related to development of a Water and Wastewater Masterplan for Tijuana, and identification of projects to propose for certification by BECC.

· Continuation and enhancement of the water quality monitoring program for the New River and Alamo River, and establishment of a new water quality monitoring program for the Zaragoza lagoons in Mexicali to be conducted by the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Region.

· Assistance to Baja California and the Comision Nacional de Agua in development of industrial wastewater monitoring and pretreatment programs for Tijuana and Tecate.

· Grants administration and coordination.

POLICY ISSUE:

Should the State Water Resources Control Board authorize the Executive Director, or her designee, to accept $1 million in grant funds and any subsequent amendments or fund augmentations?

FISCAL IMPACT:
An amount not to exceed $1,000,000 will be made available to the State Water Resources Control Board.

RWQCB IMPACT:
Grant funds will be allocated as follows:  State Water Resources Control Board - $443,180; Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Region - $352,878; Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region - $203,942.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
That the State Water Resources Control Board adopt the proposed resolution authorizing the Executive Director, or her designee, to accept grant funds from USEPA, including any subsequent amendments or fund augmentations.

DRAFT  4/17/02

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002-___

AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT GRANT FUNDS FROM THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, REGION 9 (USEPA), FOR CALIFORNIA/MEXICO BORDER ACTIVITIES

WHEREAS:

1.
The USEPA has offered the State of California $1 million in grant funds to accomplish activities related to water pollution control along the California/Mexico Border.

2. The proposed grant funded border activities will be accomplished by the State Water Resources Control Board, the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Region, and the Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region. 

3. These activities are intended to provide the data needed to identify the impact to the beneficial uses of the New River and Alamo River from sources within the Republic of Mexico, to develop permits for and regulate the discharge of the International Wastewater Treatment Plant in San Ysidro, and to allow participation by California in binational programs to identify and resolve environmental infrastructure needs in the California/Mexico border region.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board authorize the Executive Director, or her designee, to accept up to $1 million in grant funds, including any subsequent amendments or fund augmentations, for California/Mexico border activities.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on April 25, 2002.

______________________________

Maureen Marché

Clerk to the Board

