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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

SEPTEMBER 5, 2001

ITEM 4

SUBJECT
INFORMATION ITEM ON THE STATUS OF IDENTIFYING FUNDING MECHANISMS TO CONDUCT MONITORING OF AQUATIC PESTICIDES

DISCUSSION

On July 19, 2001, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) adopted the Statewide General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit for Discharges of Aquatic Pesticides to Surface Waters of the United States (General Permit).  When the General Permit was adopted, the SWRCB directed staff to return and present a report on the status of efforts to identify funding mechanisms to conduct monitoring of aquatic pesticides. 

Funding is required to contract for both development of a statewide monitoring plan and implementation of the monitoring program.  A preliminary scope of work for a monitoring program was proposed by San Francisco Estuary Institute (SFEI) related to pesticide applications in the San Francisco Bay area. The estimated cost for SFEI to develop the regional plan is $102,000. 

Options for funding development and implementation of the monitoring program include:

1. Federal grant funding from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

2. Cleanup and Abatement Account (Water Code section 13440).

3. Costa-Machado Water Act of 2000 (Act)—Water Code section 79117 (This section requires the SWRCB to develop regulations before allocating the $10 million available in the section; therefore, it is estimated that these funds will not be available for about one year and will be subject to the purposes defined in the Act and the regulations).

4. Redirect from other programs.

POLICY ISSUE

This is an information item only. 

FISCAL IMPACT
This is an information item only.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, all Regional Water Quality Control Boards.
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