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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING – LAHONTAN REGIONAL BOARD

MAY 17,  2001

ITEM  19

SUBJECT:
CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM OF NEVADA TO CONDUCT WATER QUALITY RESEARCH AND MONITORING TO EVALUATE THE WATER QUALITY IMPACTS OF POLYCYCLIC AROMATIC HYDROCARBONS IN LAKE TAHOE AND DONNER LAKE
DISCUSSION:    Planning for protection of the biological integrity of Lake Tahoe and other high elevation recreational lakes requires an understanding of the sources of potentially toxic contaminants.


Limited studies have shown that emissions from marine engines impact water quality and aquatic life at Lake Tahoe and other recreational lakes that receive intensive watercraft use.  Although current management measures in place at Lake Tahoe (i.e., the ban of two-stroke motorized watercraft) have been effective in reducing the release of raw gasoline, there is limited information on their effectiveness in controlling the most toxic component of marine engine exhaust known as polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). This class of compounds is inherently toxic to aquatic organisms under any conditions, but is highly toxic to organisms in mountain lakes due to low water solubility and ultra-violet light conditions.


The PAH Study for Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake will have regional and national application. The proposed project will assess concentrations and sources of PAH pollution and its associated toxicity. Once assessment data is collected, regulatory and planning agencies can develop an implementation strategy to reduce pollutant loading. The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (LRWQCB) will use the project results to determine effective pollution controls that are needed to ensure beneficial uses designated for Lake Tahoe, which include cold freshwater habitat and drinking water supply, are maintained and not further impaired. The LRWQCB will also apply the results of this study to evaluate potential impacts from the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency’s (TRPA) shorezone development plan. 


This project will be a cooperative effort of the Motorized Watercraft Technical Advisory Group and consists of representatives of the LWQCB, the TRPA, the University of Nevada, Reno, the University of Davis, California-Tahoe Research Group, the U.S. Geological Survey, and the Miami University of Ohio. 

POLICY

ISSUE:
Should the State Water Resources Control Board adopt a proposed Resolution that will authorize the Executive Director, or his designee, to execute a interagency agreement with the Regents of the University and Community College System of Nevada to accomplish the following tasks:

1. Determine ambient water quality concentrations of PAHs in Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake;

2. Compare PAH emissions from a variety of engine technologies;

3. Conduct an assessment of the biological impact of  PAH emissions; and

4. Determine the need for management measures for recreational boating?  

FISCAL 


IMPACT:
Expenditure authority for the PAH Study for Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake in the amount of $570,000 is included in the SWRCB’s general fund budget. 



RWQCB

IMPACT:
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board staff shall manage the contract for the proposed project.

STAFF

RECOMMEN-

DATION
That the SWRCB adopt a proposed Resolution that will authorize the Executive Director, or his/her designee, to negotiate, execute, and amend as necessary an interagency agreement with the Regents of the University and Community College System of Nevada to conduct water quality monitoring, investigations, and research at Lake Tahoe.

DRAFT

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO.  2001-___

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND IF NECESSARY AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM OF NEVEADA IN THE AMOUNT OF $570,000 TO CONDUCT MONITORING AND RESEARCH TO EVALUATE THE IMPACTS OF POLYCYCLIC AROMATIC HYDROCARBONS ON WATER QUALITY 

AT LAKE TAHOE AND DONNER LAKE

WHEREAS:
I. The State Water Resources Control Board’s budget for Fiscal Year 2000-01 includes a general fund allocation of $570,000 to undertake a $570,000 PAH Study in Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake for the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (LRWQCB). 
II. The proposed agreement would use those funds ($570,000 for two years) to contract with the University of Nevada, Reno to conduct water quality monitoring and assessment at Lake Tahoe.

III. The LRWQCB would manage an interagency agreement with the University of Nevada, Reno for $570,000 for two years. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
The SWRCB authorizes the Executive Director or his/her designee to negotiate, approve, and/or amend an interagency agreement with the Regents of the University and Community College System of Nevada, to conduct water quality monitoring, investigations, and research at Lake Tahoe and Donner Lake consistent with the mandate of the LRWQCB and the goals of the Motorized Watercraft Technical Advisory Group.

CERTIFICATION
The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on May 17, 2001.

______________________________

Maureen Marché

Clerk to the Board


