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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

MAY 3, 2001

ITEM:  23

SUBJECT:

WATER RIGHT DECISION 1644 REGARDING PROTECTION OF FISHERY RESOURCES AND OTHER ISSUES RELATING TO DIVERSION AND USE OF WATER FROM THE LOWER YUBA RIVER

DISCUSSION:

On March 1, 2001, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) issued Decision 1644.  The major provisions of Decision 1644 are as follows:

· The decision revises the minimum instream flow requirements specified in the water right permits of Yuba County Water Agency (YCWA).

· The decision directs YCWA to diligently pursue an application for funding to construct a lower level outlet at Englebright Reservoir located downstream of New Bullards Bar.

· The decision directs YCWA and water districts diverting water from the lower Yuba River at two major diversion facilities to consult with DFG and federal fishery agencies and prepare a plan to reduce loss of fish at those diversions.

· The decision requires a number of other actions to ensure that diversions of water from the lower Yuba River are made pursuant to valid water rights and to minimize potential adverse impacts on fishery resources.

Decision 1644 also ordered the scheduling of a board meeting on May 3, 2001, at 9:00 a.m., for the SWRCB to consider any proposed settlement agreement that may be negotiated among some or all of the parties to this proceeding and to hear a progress report on any settlement negotiations.

POLICY ISSUE:

In accordance with the provisions of Decision 1644, the SWRCB will hear a progress report on the above subject from parties who participated in the water right hearing on the lower Yuba River.  This item is for a report on the progress of settlement negotiations and any settlement proposals.  It is not for discussion or reconsideration of other provisions of Decision 1644.
FISCAL IMPACT:

None

REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT:

None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the SWRCB hear from the parties on the progress of settlement negotiations.
Policy Review  ______

Legal Review   ______

Fiscal Review   ______
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