APPROVAL OF A STATE REVOLVING FUND (SRF) LOAN FOR LAGUNA COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT (DISTRICT); TOTAL DISSOLVED SOLIDS REDUCTION AND WATER RECYCLING PLANT IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (PROJECT); SRF LOAN NO. C-06-4173-110
The Laguna County Sanitation District (District) is located in Santa Barbara County and serves the community of Santa Maria.  The District’s Wastewater Treatment Plant is a secondary treatment facility with effluent currently being disposed of by pasture irrigation.  The treatment capacity of the facility is 3.2 million gallons per day (mgd).  However, the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (CCRWQCB) has limited the effluent flow to 2.4 mgd, due to inadequate disposal capacity.  In addition, the total dissolved solids (TDS) concentration of the effluent is approximately 1,080 mg/L, which exceeds the 1,000 mg/L limitation in the District’s Waste Discharge Requirements. 

The purpose of the project is to reduce TDS concentrations in treatment plant effluent below CCRWQCB effluent limits and to provide effluent that meets Title 22 requirements for water reuse such that disposal capacity of the plant can be increased.  The project consists of 1) adding District furnished membrane bioreactor (MBR) and reverse osmosis (RO) treatment to reduce the TDS concentration in a 0.5 mgd sidesteam of high TDS nighttime influent; 2) furnish and install MBR treatment to existing secondary plant as a pretreatment for subsequent UV disinfection; 3) various improvements to headworks, flow equalization basins, trickling filter and sludge digester modifications to improve treatment plant performance; 4) adding District furnished UV disinfection on both the effluent of the existing plant and the new RO treated sidestream to meet Title 22 reclaimed water requirements; 5) converting an existing oil well for the disposal of brine from the RO process and construction of a pipeline to convey brine from the treatment plant; and 6) constructing a new distribution line for reclaimed water to new users
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