THE WATER RECYCLING FACILITIES PLANNING GRANT FOR The CITY OF OXNARD (CITY), gROUNDWATER RECOVERY ENHANCEMENT AND TREATMENT PROGRAM

The City of Oxnard, located along the southwest coast of Ventura County, provides drinking water to approximately 160,000 residents.  On March 13, 2001, the City applied for a grant on the subject project from the Water Recycling Facilities Planning Grant Program as provided for under Section 79143 of the Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed Protection and Flood Protection Act (Proposition 13). The total proposed planning study cost is $250,000 and the grant requested is $75,000.  The study will evaluate the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of reclaiming and demineralizing municipal wastewater and providing it to agricultural users.  In this way groundwater resources currently used by agricultural users can be reallocated for domestic use.  This new domestic use of the reallocated groundwater resources will also require some degree of desalination.  During periods of low agricultural demand, alternatives will be evaluated for use of the reclaimed water that include groundwater recharge or to address seawater intrusion problems.  Brine from the demineralization and desalination facilities would be used to enhance nearby coastal wetlands.
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