STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION – LOS ANGELES REGIONAL BOARD

SEPTEMBER 6, 2000

ITEM  9

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY, A CONTRACT WITH THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COASTAL WATER RESEARCH PROJECT TO PERFORM STUDIES REQUIRED BY THE LOS ANGELES BASIN CONTAMINATED SEDIMENTS TASK FORCE

DISCUSSION

Pursuant to section 13396.9 of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board and the California Coastal Commission formed the Los Angeles Basin Contaminated Sediments Task Force in 1997.  The primary goal of the Task Force is to develop a long-term management plan for dredging and disposal of contaminated sediments from coastal waters adjacent to Los Angeles County.  The California Legislature appropriated $1 million to fund participation in the development of the management plan by the Los Angeles Regional Board and the Coastal Commission over a five-year period ($100,000 per agency per year from fiscal year 1997-98 through 2001-02).

The Los Angeles Regional Board and the Coastal Commission are required to submit the final long-term management plan to the Legislature by January 1, 2003.  The plan shall include identifiable goals for the purpose of minimizing impacts to water quality, fish and wildlife through the management of dredging and disposal of contaminated sediments.  The plan also shall include measures to identify environmentally preferable, practicable disposal alternatives, to promote multiuse disposal facilities and beneficial reuse, and support efforts for watershed management to control contaminants at their source.

Over the past two and one-half years, the Contaminated Sediments Task Force has made considerable progress towards developing this long-term management plan.  The Task Force formed four action subcommittees to work on particular elements of the management plan.  These subcommittees have identified several major problems or gaps in our knowledge which must be addressed before the Task Force can produce a comprehensive management plan.  The Task Force convened its Executive Committee (comprised of top management representatives from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, California Coastal Commission, and Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board) in February 2000, to discuss the need for these studies and realistic options to secure the required funding.  As a result, the Task Force has listed 7 data gaps as high priorities and estimated the total cost at $2,033,000 for these studies.

The Task Force has identified the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP), a government entity, as an agency capable of successfully performing the required studies.  SCCWRP has participated in the Task Force’s activities since its inception and has demonstrated technical expertise in a wide range of contaminated sediment issues.  In particular, SCCWRP’s knowledge and familiarity with the approaches under consideration for the development of sediment quality objectives will ensure successful completion of this difficult and complex task.  Through its management and oversight of the 1994 and 1998 Southern California Bight Regional Monitoring programs, SCCWRP has shown the ability to coordinate large-scale, multi-faceted studies and complete tasks to meet tight deadlines.  This will be critical as the Task Force is faced with the need to complete several diverse studies within the next two years to ensure completion of the long-term management plan by the January 1, 2003, deadline for submittal of the final plan to the Legislature.

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board plans to enter into a contract with the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project in the amount of $2,033,000, to perform the studies required by the Contaminated Sediments Task Force to allow completion of the long-term management plan for dredging and disposal of contaminated sediments from coastal waters in the Los Angeles Region.  Funding of $2,033,000 for contract work has been provided by the Legislature for Fiscal Year 2000-01.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the State Water Resources Control Board adopt a resolution to authorize the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute and amend as necessary, a contract with the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project, to perform studies required by the Los Angeles Basin Contaminated Sediments Task Force for an amount not to exceed $2,033,000?

FISCAL ISSUE

The budget for Fiscal Year 2000-01 contains $2,033,000 for contract work to perform studies required by the Contaminated Sediments Task Force.  Therefore, no additional fiscal impact will be incurred through awarding of this contract.

RWQCB IMPACT

The contract for the studies will be managed by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That the State Water Resources Control Board adopt a resolution to authorize the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, a contract with the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project to perform studies required by the Los Angeles Basin Contaminated Sediments Task Force for an amount not to exceed $2,033,000. 

 DRAFT  August 22, 2000

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2000-__

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY, A CONTRACT WITH THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COASTAL WATER RESEARCH PROJECT TO PERFORM STUDIES REQUIRED BY THE LOS ANGELES BASIN CONTAMINATED SEDIMENTS TASK FORCE

WHEREAS:

1. Section 13396.9 of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act requires the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board and the California Coastal Commission to submit a long-term management plan for dredging and disposal of contaminated sediments from coastal waters adjacent to Los Angeles County to the Legislature by January 1, 2003.

2. The Los Angeles Basin Contaminated Sediments Task Force has identified several major problems or gaps in knowledge which must be addressed before the Task Force can produce a comprehensive management plan.

3. The Los Angeles Basin Contaminated Sediments Task Force has listed seven data gaps studies as high priorities and estimated the total cost at $2,033,000 for completion of these studies.

4. The Los Angeles Basin Contaminated Sediments Task Force has identified the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project, a government entity, as an agency capable of performing the studies required to allow completion of the long-term management plan.

5. The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board’s budget for Fiscal Year 2000-01 includes $2,033,000 for completion of contract work required by the Los Angeles Basin Contaminated Sediments Task Force.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board authorizeS the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, a contract with the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project to perform studies required by the Los Angeles Basin Contaminated Sediments Task Force for an amount not to exceed $2,033,000.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on September 21, 2000.

                                                                         ____________________________________

Maureen Marché

Administrative Assistant to the Board
