September 25, 2000


STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION—DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

OCTOBER 4, 2000

ITEM:  1

SUBJECT:
INFORMATION ITEM – PRESENTATION OF THE ASSEMBLY BILL 982 PUBLIC ADVISORY GROUP’S AMBIENT SURFACE WATER MONITORING REPORT

DISCUSSION:

On September 27, 1999, the Governor signed Assembly Bill 982 (Ducheny) which added sections 13191 and 13192 to the Water Code.  The bill requires the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to convene an advisory group or groups to assist in the evaluation of program structure and effectiveness as it relates to the implementation of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) section 303(d) and applicable federal regulations and monitoring and assessment programs.  Pursuant to this requirement, the SWRCB has established a Public Advisory Group (PAG) of 24 members with equal representation of regulated communities and environmental groups.  The PAG held several meetings and provided recommendations to the SWRCB on ambient surface water monitoring and effectiveness of implementation of CWA section 303(d).  Today the PAG will present its ambient surface water monitoring report to you.  The SWRCB staff will consider PAG’s recommendations in preparing a report on statewide comprehensive ambient surface water monitoring program which is due to the Legislature by November 30, 2000.

POLICY ISSUE:

This is an information item only.

FISCAL IMPACT:

N/A

RWQCB IMPACT:

All RWQCBs.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

This is an information item.  No action from the Board is required at this time.  SWRCB staff will consider PAG’s report in preparing the SWRCB’s final report to the Legislature.

