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ITEM 12

SUBJECT

INFORMATION ITEM - STATUS REPORT REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF PROPOSITION 13 PROGRAM FOR WATER RECYCLING RESEARCH

DISCUSSION

This is an information item summarizing the intent of the Division of Clean Water Programs (Division) to implement a water recycling research program using funds allocated in the Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed Protection, and Flood Protection Act (2000 Bond Law), which was Proposition 13 on the March 7, 2000, ballot and passed by the voters.  The 2000 Bond Law provides that the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) may use funds to undertake plans, surveys, research, development, and studies necessary or desirable to carry out water recycling, including the preparation of comprehensive statewide or areawide studies and reports on the collection, treatment, and disposal of waste and wastewater recycling.  “Research” may include the design, acquisition, installation, or construction of monitoring and testing equipment and related facilities.  The 2000 Bond Law caps the amount permitted to be spent on the aforementioned plans, research, development, and studies at not more than three percent of the total amount deposited in the Water Recycling Subaccount.  The list of possible uses of the funds is fairly broad.  However, the intent of allocating this three percent was to encourage research and related activities to facilitate wastewater reuse rather than to use the funds for water recycling planning activities or wastewater management issues.  Specific aspects of a Water Recycling Research Program, as conceived by the Division, are described below.

Study Proposal Identification and Evaluation.  The SWRCB can initiate study proposals, or other agencies, researchers, or research institutions may submit them.  The Division proposes to issue a call for conceptual study proposals.  The staff and a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) would review these proposals.  The TAC would assist in determining the relevance of proposals to outstanding issues, the value of the expected results, and ranking of proposals.  The sponsors would select a short list of the highest ranking proposals with an estimated cost slightly exceeding the amount of funds to be allocated.  The sponsors would request refined proposals with a detailed scope of work, cost estimate, funding sources, and qualifications of study participants.  Based on a review of the refined proposals, a list of recommended studies would be created for presentation to the SWRCB.

This procedure would be repeated periodically (no more frequently than annually).

SWRCB Approval.  The Division proposes that a list of recommended studies be presented to the SWRCB for approval.  At the same time the SWRCB would authorize the Division to issue the contracts.

Technical Advisory Committee.  The Division proposes that a TAC be created to advise the Division on research priorities and the study proposals.  The TAC would be composed of technical experts and representatives of other funding institutions, state agencies, and local agencies.  It would have no authority to make any decisions on behalf of the SWRCB.  The members would be appointed by the Chief of the Division.  Potential members are as follows:


Academia (one or two)


Implementing agencies (two)


Consultant (one)


Department of Health Services (one)


Funding entities (Water Environment Research Foundation, American Water Works Association Research Foundation, National Water Research Institute)


Interest groups (one or two, e.g., WateReuse Association, Water Recycling Committee of CA/NV Section AWWA)


Others (e.g., U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, Department of Water Resources, equipment manufacturers)

The criteria for membership would be knowledge and experience in research and background in water reuse issues.  Membership should be limited to about 12.

Cost Sharing.  Study proponents should be a funding partners or obtain other funding participants.

Rate of Allocating Funds.  The total available funds are three percent of the Water Recycling Subaccount of the 2000 Bond Law, or about $3 million presently.  The Division proposes to allocate no more than half of the available funds initially.  This would amount to about $1.5 million.

POLICY ISSUE

This is an information item only.

RWQCB IMPACT

None.

FISCAL IMPACT

A total of three percent of the amount deposited in the Water Recycling Subaccount can be used for the purposes of studies, research and demonstration activities.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Unless otherwise directed, the staff will implement the Water Recycling Research Program as described above.

