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Statewide General Order

In this order, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) adopted General Waste Discharge Requirements (General WDRs) for some discharges of dredged or fill materials.  To be eligible for the General WDRs, the discharge must be to a water body deemed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to be outside of its jurisdiction for the issuance of federal Clean Water Act Section 404 permits.  For excavation and fill projects, the activity must not excavate or fill an area greater than two-tenths of an acre.  If the excavation and fill activity runs along a drainage or a shoreline, the length of the excavation and fill activity must not be greater than 400 feet measured parallel to the streambank or shoreline.  For deep water dredging, the amount of dredged material must not be more than 25 cubic yards.

The General WDRs require dischargers to prepare and implement mitigation plans.  The mitigation plans must demonstrate how the dischargers will sequentially avoid, minimize, and compensate for adverse impacts on water bodies, including wetlands, that receive the dredged or fill materials.

Dischargers seeking enrollment into the General WDRs must submit to the appropriate Regional Water Quality Control Board a notice of intent to comply with the General WDRs at least 45 days prior to any proposed discharge.

The order includes a waiver of WDRs for discharges that would have been exempt under section 404(f) of the federal Clean Water Act.

