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Precedential Decision

On July 16, 2003, the State Water Resources  Control Board (State Board) adopted a precedential decision on waste discharge requirements and a time schedule order for the Whittier Narrows Water Reclamation Plant.  County Sanitation District No. 2 of Los Angeles County (District) owns and operates the plant.

The order addressed the District’s challenges to effluent limits included in its permit to protect the receiving waters’ beneficial use for groundwater recharge (GWR).  The receiving waters recharge groundwater basins that are used for drinking water.  The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) based the GWR effluent limits on numeric groundwater objectives to protect groundwater use for drinking water (MUN).  The groundwater objectives are taken from the Department of Health Services’ maximum contaminant levels for drinking water.  The Regional Board did not factor in dilution or attenuation in calculating the limits.  The State Board held that the Regional Board was required to protect the GWR use and that the Regional Board reasonably based the GWR effluent limits on the numeric groundwater objectives for MUN.  The State Board also held that dilution and attenuation can properly be considered in calculating the limits.  The State Board directed the Regional Board to work with the District to determine whether the limits should be modified on this basis.

Finally, the State Board addressed antibacksliding as applied to the GWR limits.  The Regional Board cited the antibacksliding rule as the basis for many GWR limits.  The order identified two exceptions to the rule that apparently apply and directed the Regional Board to reconsider the limits under these exceptions.

