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Dates:  April 21, 22 and 23, 2008
Location: 
Granlibakken Conference Center
725 Granlibakken Road
Tahoe City, CA 96145

Directions:  http://www.granlibakken.com/granlibakken/getting_here.php
Times:  See Draft agenda attached.

Course Description:  

CEQA for 
Certified Regulatory Programs Training
3 Days

Registration Fees: Paid through the Water Board Training Academy
To Register:  Follow the training registration requirements, obtain all required approvals and then register on-line at http://waternet/training.  It is not necessary to submit hard-copy training requests to the Academy office; the online system will provide a registration confirmation.  If you have questions about the registration process, please contact your training liaison.  Questions concerning the class may be addressed to Margie Youngs at myoungs@waterboards.ca.gov or (916) 341.5890.  
If you have special accommodation or language needs, please contact Barbara Andersen at (916) 341-5519 or email  bandersen@waterboards.ca.gov at least 5 working days prior to the class.  TTY/DD/Speech to Speech users may dial 7-1-1 for the California Relay Service.

Hotel Reservations:  See instructions attached.  
CEQA for Certified Regulatory Programs Training
Draft Agenda
DAY ONE - April 21, 2008, 12:00 noon – 5:00 pm

11:00

Check In

12:00-12:30
Lunch [We should encourage folks to check in before 12:00]

12:30-1:00

Around the room CEQA issues (group)

1:00—1:30
Introduction –  [Steve Blum/Dyan White]

a. Intro/overview of legal challenges – why we’re here

i. Predicting the level of potential CEQA challenge 

ii. Disclaimer [What is this?]

b. Purpose of the Class

1:30—2:30
Legal Authorities and Definitions – 

a. CEQA Legal Basics overview (review of CEQA Basic Training) [Terry Rivasplata]

b. Certified Regulatory Program [Steve Blum]

2:30—2:45
BREAK 

2:45—4:00
Overview of the Basin Planning Process [Rik Rasmussen]

a. TMDL framework overview 

b. Process overview – scoping, staff report & other documentation (e.g. checklist), public notice/comments, responses to comments, changes, notice for Board adoption or recirculation 

c. The “tricky triangle” – basin plan amendment/economic factors/certified regulatory program  [Cities of Arcadia]

4:00—5:00
The Project Description [Steve Blum, Terry Rivasplata] 

a. What is the project? [Paper vs. Dirt]

b. Lead and Responsible agencies 

c. What is the baseline? 

DAY TWO, April 22, 2008 - 9 am to 5 pm

9:00—10:00
Scoping  [Dyan Whyte, Sandi Potter]

a. The purpose of CEQA Scoping

b. How to Run a Scoping Session

i. Project description (Brief review of yesterday’s exercise)

ii. Timing of Scoping meeting – at what point in the process to schedule?

iii. Notice (30 days)

iv. Whom to Invite

v. How to run the meeting (recording information)

vi. What to present and distribute at a scoping meeting (preliminary checklist and preliminary project report and example CEQA scoping session Powerpoint presentations: possibly present ranges in what should be done at a minimum to Cadillac version)

vii. Product (Outcome responses vs. No Responses, Admin record, meeting minutes)

c. Discussion

10:00-10:15
BREAK

10:15—11:15
CEQA Substitute Document

          1. Environmental checklist [Steve Blum, Terry Rivasplata]

a. CEQA requirements (CEQA Certified Program Regs, Guidelines &  Statute)

b. Consistent approach (Consistency vs. Flexibility & need for detail)

c. Multi-disciplinary analysis (Major component, discussing each of the CEQA categories and approaches in some detail)

d. Determining significance: “Fair Argument” 

e. Documenting the determination 

2.  Reasonable Foreseeable Range of Compliance Methods [Steve Blum] 

a.  Basic requirement 

b.  What is reasonable?  What is a range? 

c.  Differentiating between compliance methods and project alternatives 

11:15-12:15
LUNCH

12:15-2:15
Breakout Exercise – Alternative Compliance Measures

2:15 – 2:30
BREAK

2:30 – 5:00
CEQA Substitute Document cont’d [Steve Blum] 

a. Impacts

b. Mitigation considerations/alternatives 

i. CEQA’s requirements 

1. Mitigation Monitoring Requirements

ii. Porter-Cologne Act’s limitations on specifying manner of compliance & how it relates to mitigation

1. Reasonable Range of mitigation measures & foreseeable impacts

iii. Reconciling CEQA and Porter-Cologne

c. Alternatives to “project” 

iv. Project-level alternatives 

v. Defining a “reasonable range” 

vi. Economic analysis (how far to go…)

d. Cumulative impact analysis

vii. CEQA’s requirements [Terry Rivasplata]

viii. Speculation v. forecasting [Terry Rivasplata]

ix. Tiered environmental review [Steve Blum]

x. Integrating TMDL study information [Steve Blum]

e. Economic analysis [Steve Blum]

f. Fair Argument Quiz/ Game Show – [All]

g. Response to Comments [Dyan Whyte, Sandi Potter, or other staff] 

DAY THREE -  April 23, 2008, 9 am to 3:30 pm

9:00 – 10:15 
Exercise – Impacts and Mitigation 

10:15 – 10:30 
BREAK

10:30 – 11:00
Revising the CEQA substitute documentation [Steve Blum]

a. Notice of Decision 

b. Requirements for recirculation 

11:00-12:00
Mandatory Findings of Significance [Steve Bloom, Terry Rivasplata]

a. CEQA requirements 

b. Impact and mitigation findings 

c. Significant unavoidable impacts

d. Statement of overriding considerations 

e. Substantial evidence 

12:00 – 1:00
LUNCH

1:00-2:15
Bridging the gap between Board action and its basis: Writing the Board resolution [Steve Blum] and Notice of filing

2:15-3:00
Recap the case law/recent development (DFG Requirements) discussion in more depth (now that folks understand it) [Steve Blum]
a. Case law 

b. What aspects of the project can you expect CEQA challenges? Difficulties with alternatives analysis (LA Metals case example)

3:00 – 3:30
“Stump the Chumps” game show

CEQA for Certified Regulatory Programs Training
April 21, 22 and 23, 2008

Granlibakken Conference Center

Tahoe City, California
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Lodging Information, Reservation Instructions, 
Meal Information and Directions

Reservation Deadline:  March 21, 2008

Reserve Online: http://www.granlibakken.com/

Call: 800-543-3221

Lodging Code: watercon

Lodging Description:  Granilibakken is located on the northeast shore of Lake Tahoe, in the town of Tahoe City.  This is a unique property that has several lodging options in several buildings on the property.  Lodging options include:

1. Townhomes with kitchens and  living/dining areas, 

2. Studio units with kitchens, Murphy beds and fireplaces, regular bedrooms w/baths, 

3. Full suites with bedrooms, bathrooms, and kitchens and living/dining rooms with fireplaces.  

Every accommodation is furnished and decorated differently.  You can see a complete description along with photos of the different lodging types at:  http://www.granlibakken.com/lodging/lodging_index.php
Accommodations:  The lodging arrangements are unique in that some of the accommodations are semi-shared.  For instance, the townhomes may have more than one bedroom, so more than one person would stay in a townhome.  Every bedroom in the townhome has its own bathroom, and door lock.  Only the kitchen, living/dining areas are shared.  The same goes for the suites, although some of the suites have sleeping alcoves with no locking door, so these might be best shared by those who feel comfortable with this type of sleeping arrangement. If you wish, you may actually share a room with someone attending the conference, but you must indicate that on your reservation form.  If you do choose to share a room, the rate is slightly reduced. 

Meals:  Granlibakken is an all inclusive conference venue, meaning that breakfast, lunch and dinner are provided in the package rate.  So, all meals will be provided onsite for all conference attendees.  Granlibaaken is known to have very high-quality food.  NOTE:  If you have special dietary considerations, please indicate your restriction or preference in the “special dietary or lodging restrictions” section of the online reservation form.  Once you receive your e-mail reservation confirmation, we recommend that you call Granlibakken to confirm that your special dietary request has been received and processed appropriately.  

Reservation Directions:  The quickest way to make your reservation it online at:  http://www.granlibakken.com/, click on Reservations, then Click on “Conference Participant” and “Continue”, enter your group number and password, both are “watercon”.  Next, click on “Reservation Form” and complete the form with your information.  If you plan to attend the full conference, select the “all rooms single occupancy rate” of $297.60.  If you plan to only stay for one night, select the daily rate.  You have the option of adding a guest; however this cost is not reimbursable by the state.
Important Reservation Tips:  When completing the online reservation form, you can indicate the type of lodging you want in the “special dietary or lodging restrictions” section.  Be specific here on any dietary need or lodging requirement that you have.  We recommend that you call the Granlibakken to confirm that your special request has been received and processed once you receive your e-mail confirmation.  Please do not delay making your reservation or your lodging preference may not be available.

Directions to Granlibakken: http://www.granlibakken.com/granlibakken/getting_here.php



When the State or a Regional Water Board adopts, a Basin Plan or a Basin Plan amendment, including adoption of a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), it is acting as a “Certified Regulatory Program” under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  This training explains how to ensure compliance with CEQA and coordinate the requirements of the CEQA process with our Basin Planning process.  Topics will include, but are not limited to, the project description, defining baseline conditions, CEQA scoping, CEQA substitute documentation,  reasonably foreseeable range of compliance methods, identifying impacts, determining significance, developing mitigation measures, alternatives analysis, cumulative impact analysis, economic analysis, findings and writing the Board resolution.  








Prerequisite:  If you plan to take the CEQA for Certified Regulatory Programs training, you must have a good working knowledge of CEQA or have taken the Basic CEQA course.



































