Details and Agenda Highlights

Dates:

September 13-15, 2006

Location:
UCD Beuhler Alumni Center http://www.ucdavis‑alumni.com/map.htm
Day 1:

1:00 PM – 5:45 PM 

Night 1:
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM – Social/Music Event at Beuhler Alumni (appetizers)

Day 2:
8:30 AM – 5:00 PM (lunch will be served)

Night 2:
5:00 PM – 9:00 PM – Film Screening, Pizza & Refreshments

Day 3:
8:30 AM – 12:00 PM (working lunch to follow for workgroup)

Lodging: 
Comfort Suites - (530) 297-1500, group account # is 100691.   The Deadline to reserve rooms is August 13, 2006.

Registration: Like last year, this year’s conference is an invite-only event.  If you received this flyer directly you are invited.  If you are not sure if you received it directly and would like to attend, please contact Margie Youngs at myoungs@waterboards.ca.gov or (916) 341-5890.  

Please RSVP to Margie by September 1, 2006.  All RSVPs will be automatically registered.

2006 Protecting California’s Water Conference

September 13-15, 2006

UC Davis Alumni Center

[image: image1.jpg]



Brought to you by:

The Water Board Academy: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/academy/
UC Davis Extension: Land Use and Natural Resource Program: http://extension.ucdavis.edu/landuse/
The California District Attorney’s Association: http://www.cdaa.org
The 2006 Theme: Tremendous population pressure, severe water scarcity, and expanding competition between uses and users of water in CA will create a virtual desert island exercise for residents in 2030.  Who will get to use the water?  Native Americans?  Poor, inner city residents?  Poor rural residents?  Golfers?  How much water will go south?  In a nutshell - who gets to live on the island and what are their 10 favorite beneficial uses?

Water is affected by many human behaviors and activities.  Growth directly threatens water uses - "development" of our landscape can result in buried streams, destroyed wetlands and harmful runoff.  

Indirect threats play out in the infrastructure buried beneath our land.  Older sewer collection systems require maintenance.  Failure to do this will result in spills, leaks, and other harmful outcomes.  Older landfills leak and are getting full, yet many have wide-open doors that allow illegal and harmful "waste" to be disposed.  Theses are just some of the problems we face - and the ever-increasing nexus between our waste and us should remind us of our mistakes from the past.

New communities require new infrastructure.  This presents both a problem and an opportunity.  High impact development happens.  But low impact development is beginning to happen, too.  Sewer collection and treatment systems can be made smaller, less complex and more natural so that the risk of catastrophic failures is less.  Natural systems for water and wastewater “treatment” provide a way to ensure water quality and deliver additional societal objectives.  We should be encouraging this, not discouraging it (as is too often the case with enforcement).

Enforcement, like "development," is potentially a force of good and evil when it comes to this 25-year scenario in front of us.  Who will keep the short-term-gainers in check (developers who get their $ then leave problems)?  Who will keep the municipal agencies on the right track (with both incentives to do good and correctional whacks when they do poorly)?  Who will build, operate and adjust the “system” - including surveillance and monitoring of our world to detect good/bad progress - to drive all this towards the best possible outcome?  We, the California water enforcement community, are the ones who must tie this together and drive California to use and protect its water resources in a more sustainable manner.

Your Invitation: Together with the Land Use and Natural Resource Program at UCD Extension and the Environmental Project at the California District Attorney’s Association (CDAA), the Water Board Academy is pleased to extend this invitation to you to participate in the third annual conference for water quality enforcement professionals.  This year’s conference is going to be better than last years.  We have worked hard to secure some of the best speakers and stories on water scarcity, immense population pressure, and water sustainability  (as well as various other “hot” topics).  So plan for three amazing days this Fall – see you soon!
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Regards, 

Greg Gearheart

Conference Co-Director

The California Water Boards

ggearheart@waterboards.ca.gov 

Protecting California’s Waters 2006

September 13-15, 2006

Walter A. Buehler Alumni & Visitors Center

University of California, Davis

Agenda

Wednesday, September 13, 2006

12:00 – 1:00  
Registration
1:00 – 1:45 
Introductions and Welcome


Gale Filter, Deputy Executive Director, California District Attorney’s Association 


Reed Sato, Chief, Office of Enforcement, State Water Resources Control Board 



Celeste Cantú, Executive Director, State Water Resource Control Board

1:45 – 2:15 
Keynote Speaker
Former Assemblyman for District 27 

Fred Keeley, Treasurer, County of Santa Cruz

2:15 – 3:45
Panel: The Klamath River Watershed

Moderated by Robert Gearheart, Professor Emeritus, Humboldt State University

Russ Kanz, Environmental Scientist, SWRCB

Leaf Hillman, Karuk Tribe

David Leland, Senior Water Resources Control Engineer, North Coast RWQCB

Kevin McKernan, Environmental Director, Yurok Tribe

3:45 – 4:00
Break
4:00 – 5:30
Panel: Legal Steps Being Taken Towards Sustainability
Moderated by Drew Bohan, Assistant Secretary for Policy, California Ocean Protection Council

Tracy Egoscue, Executive Director, Santa Monica Baykeeper

Tom Greene, Chief Assistant Attorney General, Public Rights division

Fred Keeley, Treasurer, County of Santa Cruz

5:30 – 5:45
Bringing the Salmon Home, A Film – Introduction and Teaser for Film Festival

Craig Tucker, Karuk Tribe

6:00 – 8:30
Film Festival Kickoff, Networking & Appetizers


Buehler Alumni Center

For more information on the film festival, please visit:



http://protecting-cal-h2o.blogspot.com/index.html 

Thursday, September 14, 2006

8:00 – 8:30
Coffee/Snacks

8:30 – 9:15
Left in the Dust: How Race and Politics Created a Human and Environmental Tragedy in Los Angeles


Karen Piper, Associate Professor, University of Missouri-Columbia

9:15 – 10:30
From Storm Water Inspections to the Pacific Gyre – How Sustainability is Affected by the Day to Day Compliance Evaluation Work We Do (?)

Charles Moore, Founder, Algalita Marine Research Foundation

10:30 – 10:45
Break

10:45 – 12:00
Panel: The Relationship between Agriculture, Water Sustainability and Enforcement 


Danny Merkley, Agricultural Coordinator, SWRCB
Kelly Briggs, Sr. Environmental Scientist, Central Valley RWQCB
Margie Lopez-Read, Sr. Environmental Scientist, Central Valley RWQCB 

Allison Jones, Senior Policy Advisor, Central Coast RWQCB


Laurel Marcus, Laurel Marcus and Associates, Fish Friendly Farming

12:00 – 1:15
Lunch (Sandwiches, salads, desserts and drinks will be provided)

Lunchtime Speaker/Film:  Running Dry - Jim Thebaut

1:15 – 2:00 
Herblaw: Review of Major Recent Case Law

Herb Johnson, Retired Assistant U.S. Attorney

2:00 – 2:30
Aquatic Bioassessment and Enforcement 

Jim Harrington, OSPR, Department of Fish and Game 

2:30 – 3:00
Special Guest – Surprise Speaker

3:00 – 3:30
Break

3:30 – 5:00
Facilitated Group Discussions (break out to four groups)
5:00 – 8:30
Film Festival and Art Show (Films, Networking, Refreshments)


Buehler Alumni Center



For more information on the film festival, please visit:



http://protecting-cal-h2o.blogspot.com/index.html 

Friday, September 15, 2006

8:00 – 8:30 
Coffee/Snacks

8:30 – 9:00 
Reports Back from Group and Synthesis
9:00 – 10:00 
Panel of Wise Retirees: Perspectives on Water Sustainability and Enforcement



Moderator: Mark Bradley, Senior Water Resources Control Engineer, SWRCB

John Norton, Retired Chief of the Office of Statewide Initiatives, SWRCB (now a citizen monitoring coordinator for the Friends of Deer Creek)



Craig Johnson, Retired Executive Officer, NCRWQCB 



Larry Kolb, Retired Assistant Executive Officer, SFBRWQCB

10:00 – 10:15
Break
10:15 – 11:45
Wrapup: Small Communities, Sustainable Technologies and the Water Boards – Are we part of the solution or the problem?

Robert Gearheart, Professor Emeritus, Humboldt State University



Darrin Polhemus, Chief, Division of Water Quality, SWRCB

Mike Wilson, P.E., HWR Engineering and Science – United Indian Health Center

Beth Smiley, Thunder Mountain Enterprises – Low Impact Development Techniques

11:45 – 12:00 
Closing Remarks


Phil Wyels, Assistant Chief Counsel, SWRCB

1:00 PM
Working Lunch for Some Participants to Deliver Outcomes Based on Workshop Recommendations – Details TBA


