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gsiatement of Policy with Respect to
MerJEsllE High Quality Waters In
Califof nia” (Resolution No. 68-16)

> HEF _:ﬂf state policy for water guality
— Dﬂtl’ol

- Incorporated Into all regional water guality
control plans
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Avgligs g alle;

REYUESIaL tlng high quality be maintained to the maximum extent
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ANBWS J_)w--~r g if:

—  Crlaifiefe eis conS|stent with maximum benefit to people of state, will not

S nease; ably aiifect present and potential beneficial uses, and will not result in

SSEter qyahty lewer: than applicable standards, and

“Waste discharge requirements for proposed discharge will result in the best
“practlcable treatment or control of the discharge necessary to assure:
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". ;0 No: pollution or nuisance
— ~ * Highest water quality consistent with maximum benefit to people of the State



— rIH wa rs mcludlng surface waters and groundwater
— =‘Qua||ty lowerings since 1968

= —— FUSES, both existing and potential uses, instream
—.*:-;__-: “and offstream
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— only nighrquality (i.e. Tier 2) waters

- But, state policy incorporates the federal policy
where applicable
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sestate andifederallpolicies apply: tor point
elr)cl momoe t activities that could lower surface
errar }l hty e.g.

— rmjts \Waste discharge reguirements and walvers
__'.'_-:::n-_f..-
fb,r surface water discharges
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== Basin planning and policies affecting surface waters
= — 401 certifications
— Surface water cleanups



ACHVILIES!

2ONnIEsiate PoliCY applies to activities that
soUdNBWEr groundwater quality, e.g.
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= W ﬁ:" dlscharge reguirements and waivers for
= S{t arges that could impact groundwater
—— = -quallty

_,_____— _.r—
e —

=

— Basin planning and cleanups related to
greundwater
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SIEWENUSES INTermal guidance to implement
policy
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BNPBES Denmitting: APU 90-004; EPA's Questions &
A;g va 0 Antidegradation 1987 legal
nemoerandum, entitled “Federal Antidegradation

.-of“cy Z"EPA Reglon 9 “Guidance on Implementing the
Antidegradation Provisions of 40 CFR 131.12”
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== l'Sftate only activities: Memoranda on Resolution No.
68-16 and State Water Boards Orders, e.g. Order WQ
86-8



RESHING,. 68-16 as Applled {0
GirolLif) water/‘N@n federa
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SIARIIES only tor high quallty Wwaters
> Use ook tant py~poliutant approach to
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e ifwater is high quality
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= i lstlng activity would lower existing high
".:--_—.-—v ater guality, apply test in Res. No. 68-16

f_“a—.

ﬁ

=2 EX|st|ng means the best guality since 1968
Unless subseguent lowering was due to
regulatory action consistent with Res. No. 68-16



RESIINO. 68-16 as Applied t
Weters of the Uhited| Stat

stiatertises| pollutant-by-pollutant approach
eRaEtermine whether water is in Tier 1 or
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ESNfer 1, must protect existing instream
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= —Uses
== — (Jse 1975 or best quality since then as

~ baseline
— Example: Mono Lake Decision 1631



2B5\0. 68-16 as A pplied t

WELers of gn ed States — T

- JclJJIOffJJrI ISes gual itative approach to determine
WHETHEI S *act|V|ty will-lewer water guality

— HOCER r Whether activity will result in' significant
inle] e-ﬂb 1N mass emissions, substantial relocation of
ol a{-

—*ﬁgor O analysis tied to degree ofi water guality
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- — Complete analysis not required where water quality
lowering Is spatially localized, temporally limited, or
minor



P65 NONGBE16 as Applied to -
et p-the%d States=Tier 2

ACO; m'- & analysis required, must find
Jeli Erlng IS “necessary” for “important
CONON nic or social development”

| _JML,;E a1so make Res. No. 68-16 findings
Dlscharger has the burden
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> Caljfgfgllzig) ONRWSs — [Lake Tahoe and

Mare Lg e
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el -_ rnla treats ASBS, marine areas of
)eciall biological significance, similarly to
NRWS
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REspNG. 68-16 as Eﬁale?;
WWElLEYS f tﬁm-e.d States —Tier 3
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